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The turbocharged economy 
delivered a drapiaticfall m the 


number of people claiming un- 
" i-Ffebru- 


employraent benefit in 

aiy, taJdogtbebearfime jobless 
total below 1.75 mAKhn for the 
first time smceNovendjer' 1990. 

As John Major, Michael Hea- 
dline, and Kenneth .Clarke, 
rammed home- their election: 
message, that “Britain is boorn^ 
_ mg”, warnin g si gns pf higfuym- 

flation made ah increase in - 
interest rates andmortgage: 
costs after the election among 
certainty in thecyes of thefL 
nancial markets, f . 

Hie latest economicmdica- 
. tors wfl] have deepened the nffc^ 
- between the Chaqcdfcr.qf 
Exchequer and Eddfet3ecng4 ‘ 
Governor of the Bark of Taig- 
land, oyer interest rate policyi.- 
Mimrtes of their meetmg last 
month showed foat Mr Clarke , 
turned dbwnjlattfie Gowefiata’B ’ ; 
advicetoino^ 

‘ : costs straightarwOTl ■./ 

The poliGcsofthe booming 
eco»omyfcLV& be^/tepeated-- 
Jy exposed fcy the PrimeMin»- ' 
. ter and his top Yearn this week, 

. 'in a. concerted. effort to revise 
- Conservative fomme& Mr t 
Oaifc said era Tbesd^ 'Today, 

. jk ? Britain is booming, withotft go- 
' • 'ing bust,’’ Yesterday, Mr Hes-’ 
eltine told a Tory election press 
coofcnmce: ^Brfcainisboommg 
Britain is doing extremely welt 
as the figures clearly reveaL" . . 
That was followed by Mr 
. . Major, who said dining an elec- 
tion campaign visit to Newbury, ; 
> in Berkshire: “Britain is. boonn 
; mg , batnoLm anunreaspnaWe 



Btettkmcountdown, pages 6 r 7, 8 
r Leading ^iticle r letters, page 17 
‘I; Diane Coyle, page 19 


way,” Me then added: “We 
must make, sure that Is- not 
thrown aww." . 

But the Chancellor's nm of 
luck with the figurte could be 
coming to .an en<£ A fresh 
batch puhlished yesterday lent 
weight m the BankcifEiiglaiid's 
inflation warning, and Bank" 
officials are concerned that the 
Government has ntif hit its in- 
flation target at any point smee' 


the end of 1994. 

The biggest shock, yesterday 
was news of a pick-up in earn- 
ings growth to5 per cent in Jan- 
uary-ftom 4 per cent in October 
- the fastest acceleration for 20 

Clarice to tritethe* 1 inSetafter 
his next - and possibly final - 
monthly . meeting with Mr 
George bn 10 April. 

^Kenneth Clarke wonJd have 


to be a saint to raise interest 
rales next month: He would 
have to wait for the history 
books to give him credit,” said 
David Mackie, an economist at 
investment bank IP. Morgan. 

But some Opposition sources 
suspect Mr Clarke might act - 
to underline his prudence, and 
show that he will not take risks 
with the economy. The financial 
markets firmly expect a rise in 
the cost of borrowing which 
would be passed on to roost 
mortgages, at the meeting 
straight after the election be- 
tween the Governor and who- 
ever is then Chancellor. 

“Interest rates will go up on 
7 May. The only question is by 
how much,” predicted Garin 
Barr, an economist at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell. 

The Labour Party challenged 
yesterday's unemployment fig- 
ures. the Labour leader, Tony 
Blair, said: “I don’t believe 
most people think these statis- 
tics are a true reflection of the 
situation because many people 
are ineligible to claim unem- 
ployment benefit but they are 
still basically unemployed.” 

Don Foster, the liberal De- 
mocrat spokesman, said: "We all 
want unemployment to fall - but 
not just because people have 
vanished from the unemploy- 
ment figures to miraculously 
pop up somewhere else. Cre- 
ating a black hole for people to 
fail into is not the same as cre- 
ating jobs." 

Later, Mr Heseltine savage- 
ly attacked Labour spokesman 
Stephen Byers for saying that 
Britain was the youth unem- 
ployment capital of Europe. 
“Stephen Byers is lying,” the 
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Deputy Prime Minister said. 
“Not even the Europeans be- 
lieve him.” 

Although the Office for Na- 
tional Statistics said the intro- 
duction of the Jobseeker’s 
Allowance in October had dis- 
torted the figures to an un- 
known extent, it said the 
downward trend in unemploy- 


ment had gathered speed. The 
claimant count is likely to fall 
below 1.5 million by the end of 
this year. 

The headline unemployment 
rate declined jo 6.2 per cent last 
mouth, taking the total below 
1.75 million for the first time 
since November 1990 - when 
Mr Major replaced Margaret 


Thatcher as Prime Minister. 

Joblessness was down in all 
regions, especially ihc south- 
east Other figures confirmed 
that the economy Is buoyant Un- 
filled vacancies in JobCentres are 
higher than at the peak of the last 
boom, with almost a quarter of 
a million new vacancies posted 
last month. Employment has 


risen too. with the strongest 
gains in the service industries. In 
addition, high street sales grew 
far more than expected last 
month. Earlier surveys had 
painted a downbeat picture, but 
official figures showed strong 
growth in sales volumes almost 
across the board. 

Business, page 20 
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Artist dies 

.The Dutch-bom painter Wffiem 
;de Koo ning , a dominant figure 
Uhe abstract expressionist art 
ryement, hasdied, - hged 92, 
a long hattte. with Ate 
- -fbeimer’s disease; He was con- 
a " Ltidered one of tb&grealest artists 
-■ ; • Ids time - pB&Lady sM for 

- ' '3163m (£2JI6m) fol987, and in 
' - #1989 hbmasta^exx Jnim±a^ 
-;r >foki for $20.6m . -- -- 


tote of emergency -das die- 
id in Italy, yesterday as the 
iliy ba ttlea .to cope with 
sands of rentes. arriving 
v Albania. . - • £SgeX3 


i v^Sxtt but of ten s^e women are 
• spying a scxuaTjcjitiopr 

-disaccording to the Office for 
Statistics* General 
- '■ ^'Household Survey, and itierea- 
be that the men sim-. 
-? 7 _pjy aren’t up to scratch- Age 3 

Mfegimrdbl>e^ 

?. ;• . TtoScein Lobdon reteasediddep 
/" ■< surveillance pictures of .two 
:*'■ If merfsispected of robbing 
' . • • wixoea at guapoipt on an Qnr 
\\ i.Y.defgrijund train. - . Page 5 


^rispects for SriushbeefT 
§1: iC,® appeared Weak last 

l'-\ y hight fonriaftri g agreraierit.'CJn 
L. IjSnew- ^urppcan Union rtfies 
.*> -'^“fereirigaB beefioldafter VJam- 
.V^i|w|y3|30 t&^e markedwithj'ts 
'.^fcfl^tiybfonpa... 

W' 
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sleaze cover-up 


Anthony Berins and 
Cteistian Wotmar - 


The prorogatioreof Paxfihment 
tomorrow should be revoked, 
giving the Ctimmoss'power to. 
— *he cash- 


r-questions affair, Tbny Blair 
id Paddy ' ' 


and 'Paddy Ashdown told the/ 
Prime-Mmistetiast night.'/" 
However, J<*n M^OTwas ex- 
pected lo bnish_. aside the 
demand in spite of his inss- 
tence, last October, that he- 
.wanted the issue to be speedi- 
ly /settled ‘by •Sir ./Gordon 
Downey, tfie Parliamentary' 
Cotnmisskmer for- Standards, 



6 If you are 
presented as a 
pariah by the 
media, people 
are bound to 
doubt 9 


Hamilton: On the offensive 


repo rt would be ready to 
n MBs onThesday. 


show to 

'nrereport s thought to be 
Tnghh r critical of a' number of 
Toiy MPs/ including. Nefl ' 
Ha^ton^.Wifoyesterd^ 
on the ofiemove, saying dtot he ' 
also wanted early pubfipatiria : 
of the reporrm order to dear 
his name- JSfr Hzunil ton .said: 


^Twined with these allegaticms 
for two and a half years, TVe 
seen my name dragged throu^j 
the mud. I want lo set the 
record. straight.” 

.Michael . Heseltine, the 
deputy Prime NCnister, reacted 
angrily to Opposition accusa- 
tions that the Prime Minister 
had expedited prorogation - 
freezing all parliamentary ac- 
tivity — in a calculated exercise 
to km off Sir Gordon's sleaze re- . 


part: ‘Aw suggestion that the 
Prime Minister or any other 


member of the Government has 
sought to influence the timing 
is a slander," he said at the 
Tories’ election press confer- 
ence. 

And Mr Major himself told 
party workers in an election 
pep-talk at Conservative head- 
quarters: “A smear a day won’t 
keep the truth away.” 

Earlier, on the campaign 


trail in Newbury, Berkshire, he 
described Opposition claims 
that he had deliberately acted 
to prevent Sir Gordon's’ report 
coming out before polling day. 
as “utterly false”. 

But Gordon Brown, the 
shadow Chancellor, said no 
“technical reason” should be al- 
lowed to stand in the way of the 
report's publication before the 
election. 

He said the Prime Minister 
could adjourn Parliament, 
putting it into recess, instead of 
insisting on prorogation - which 
would allow the Commons 
Committee on Standards and 
Privileges to order publication 
of Sir Gordon’s report when it 
is delivered next week. 

Tbat would not alter the tim- 
ing of the election, because 
there is still more than a fort- 
night to go before the dissolu- 
tion on S April. 

Mr Hamilton, has consis- 
tently denied accepting cash for 


asking questions on behalf of 
Harrods owner, Mohamed A1 
Fayed, but a libel action against 
The Guardian, which had made 
these allegations, collapsed last 
October. Mr Hamilton, speak- 
ing on Sky News and brandish- 
ing his evidence to Sir Gordon, 
accepted that he had made 
“some errors of judgement in 
the past” but that he W3S “not 
guilty of any dishonesty. Jet 
alone corruption.” 

Last night Mr Ashdown, 
leaders of the nationalist parties, 
and the entire Shadow Cabinet 
put down a Commons motion 
calling for the prorogation of 
Parliament to be postponed, in 
order that the report could be 
published. 

Mr .Ashdown said that if Mr 
Major did not act, “then there 
will be a widespread belief (hat 
the Prime Minister has sent Par- 
liament away nineteen days 
early in order to hide some- 
thing.” 
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JUiah comedy of errors over flOOm tax bill 


ApM^birN 

-ftarid • 


Salvatore Gisgenti founds, a 
. ptau^k fort :pf- name ^fbr a'; 
sornhem Jtaliflngangster^ tih 

deed, Salvatore Gu^gctitiistiie 
nam e . of a' scmtbefo . Ilalian. 
gangster wanted for. juvrave-;: 
meat in the contraband cigar 
retie ;,i>tiSnes& m Staples,; 
ilnftHpmaiefy, though, Italian . 
law enforcement officials bave_. 
been pwamg an entir ely djf-,_ 


fererii Salvatore Gzigenti, with 

■ tragicomic consequences. 

- Thus it was ffiat, last De- 
cember. Salvatore Giigenti, an 
' entirely innocent 65-year-old 
: marke t porter from PafetlDO, 
‘-was' "served with a tax demand 
. for 225, 152,050,619 lire - the 

■ equivalent of some £100m. 

Mr Giigenti, who lives wifo 
his wife and two sons in a coun- 
cil- house m one of the poorer 

quarters of the Sicilian capital, 

v assume d the demand; was a 


joke or a mistake, and chose to 
ignore iL But two days ago, the 
b ailiffs came knocking at his 
door threatening the confisca- 
tion of his evety last possession. 

Realising the gravity of his 
plight, Mr Girgenti appealed to 
the police. The carabinieri re- 
alised the man before them had 
nothing to do with the Mr Gir- • 
genti caught jwith a truckful of 
contraband cigarettes ouiade 
Naples in 1983 and wanted for 
a string of offences since. 


But that was not enough. 
Italy’s fiscal authorities may be 
notoriously bad at catching up 
with tax dodgers, but once they 
have someone in their clutches 
there is no escape. Yesterday, the 
b ailiffs impounded Mr Girgen- 
ti’s furniture, with the exception 
of his marital bed, and told him 
they would sell everything at auc- 
tion if he did not come up with 
the money within 90 days. 

Mr Girgenti promptly did 
what any harassed southern 


Italian would do under the cir- 
cumstances. He checked him- 
self into hospital complaining of 
heart failure. The television 
cameras duly filmed him 
writhing around in rather histri- 
onic agony and thrust their mi- 
crophones accusingly under the 
noses of various embarrassed 
Palermo officials. He is still 
awaiting an official retraction, 
bur his career on Italy's late- 
night television chat-shows 
seems assured. 
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The new Compaq PruSijrnia 200 server ranue 
starts at an incredible £99$ plus VAT. This is the 
first time that a Compaq server has ever been 
available for less than £1000. Yet, it is still a server 
range with all the performance and reliability 
features you would expect from 
Compaq, the No. 1 in servers. 

Naturally, wc wanted to tell you 
about it. Compaq ProSignia 200 
servers have Intel Pentium® 



gentium 


processors, for your brochure pack please phone: 


0990 50 00 35 



IVicr. wc UKTwjiual Killing Price ami k&duMi<. VAT al 17.5 t, «. 

Tbr tnul IiuiJc 1uj<»aDil Pcnnuni art n-giiltTnl tradiirurki ilf Idlri Ccpnntinn. 
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Opted -out primary schools 
get cash to build nurseries 

Opicd-om primary schools arc being offered millions of pounds lo 
build new nursery uniis. allowing them to take advan tag e- of 
income From the Government s controversial nursery voucher 
scheme. Revelations that the quango which funds grant-maintained 
schools will set aside £5m from its capital fund over I wo years for 
nursery building were yesterday condemned as ■'scandalous' 7 by 
Margaret Hodge. Labour s spokeswoman on nursery education. 

She said the Government was permitting “sweeteners" to be 
made available to those schools which had opted out of local 
authority control hut not to private and voluntary-sector 
playgroups. The move by the Funding Agency for Schools will add 
to concerns that John Major's flagship nursery voucher scheme is 
not working as ministers’ hoped. 

A report by the erossr party Education and Employment Select 
Committee, leaked last week to The Independent and published 
officially yesterday, found no evidence that the scheme was 
fulfilling its key aim of extending parental choice of nursery 
provision. It said some private and voluntary playgroups risked 
closure as schools anxious to safeguard pupil numbers and funding 
recruited four-year-olds in reception classes. Lucy Ward 

Carey's ‘wearing’ role 

The Archbishop nf Canterbury. Dr George Carev. has admitted he 
that finds his job "wearing" and that he expects to retire within five 
years. "There arc limes when I get very tired, 77 said the fiO-year-old 
.Archbishop, said in u TV' documentary. “I feel fine now. but there is 
no doubt about it that in five years time I would be ready to hand over 
to somebody else". The Meridian programme, fassions, to be 
screened on Sunday, accompanies Dr Carey on a trip to South Africa 
to mark the retirement of Bishop Desmond lulu. Clare Gamer 

Robinson gets backing for UN post 

The Irish cabinet yesterday 
confirmed that it will propose 
President Maty Robinson (left) 
for the vacant post of United 
Nations Commissioner for 
Human Rights. 

Mrs Robinson said last week 
that she would not seek 
re-election when her seven-year 
term as Irish President ends at 
the end of this year. She 
formally announced her 
candidacy during a visit to the 
UN War Crimes Tribunal in the 
Hague this week. On Monday 
the Taoiseach. John Bruton, canvassed 'American support for her 
during St Patrick's Day meetings in Washington with President Bill 
Clinton and Vice-President A1 Gore. Alan Murdoch 

Mays as train services cancelled 

Thousands of passengers have been subjected to delays after a second 
private rafl company was forced to cancel services when it cut 89 
drivers from its payroll. MTL. the bus company which now runs 
Regional Railways North East, a sprawling service which serves major 
dues such as Birmingham. Sheffield, Liverpool and Manchester, made 
the drivers redundant after taking the firm over earlier this month and 
then was forced to cancel 79 trains. The company defended its actions 
saying it had inherited the restructuring from British Rail. Peter 
Coombes. its chairman, said that for the “franchise area overall the rate 
of cancellations has increased very marginally". Randeep Ramesh 

Kilroy-SiSk wins libel damages 

The broadcaster, Robert Kilroy-Silk. yesterday received “substantial 
damages", costs, and a public apology in the High Court from the 
Tory MP Warren Hawksley. The MP for Halesowen and 
Stourbridge, had accused the former Labour MR in a press release, 
of political bias in his television chat show Kilroy. Kim Sengupta 
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Tado Andao: The creative rebel has become a thoughtful and cultured artist (Photograph; FSP) 

Le Corbusier’s successor 


turns concrete into gold 


^Ridao Ando, a former boxer and self-taught ar- 
I chitect, is the recipient of the .1997 Royal Gold 
I Medal for Architecture. The award, which is kiltie 
gift of the Queen, is organised by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects and although h carries no cash 
prize, like the rival Pritzker (USA), Carts berg (Denmark) 
and Praemium imperials (Japan) awards, it Is widely 
considered the most prestigious of its kind. 

Ando will be unfamiliar to the British public, yet he 
is without doubt one of the very finest architects work- 
ing in the world today, combining raw power and great 
emotional and spatial sublety. He seems incapable, 
to date, of formulaic commercial hackery: each new 
building is an exploration of an architecture that is un- 
mistakably his own. • - - • 

Ando has not built in Britain. He was shortlisted to 
transform London's redundant Bankside Power Sta- 
tion into the new Tate Gallery of Modem Art, but the 
token drawings he presented to the judges of trie Tate’s 
design competition suggested that his heart was not 
in the project He did not even visit the site. The near- 
est Ando building is the Meditation Space for Unesco 
(Paris, 1995), followed by a Seminar block for Vrtra, 
the Swiss furniture company (Basel, 1993) and the Berv 
netton Research Centre (Treviso, 1991-2). 

Although a controversial figure at home, where his 
pugnacious individualism is viewed with some sus- 
picion, Ando was called on to represent his native Japan 
at the 1992 Seville Expo where he designed the Japan- 
ese PaviBon. a memorable fusion of traditional and mod- 
em design and construction. 


His finest buildings, in Japan, loCtodethe lftany 
of reDglous buildings he created on Mount Boko, Kobe.; 
(1985-86), the Chapel on. foe Water, Tomamufl 965- : 
9) and theChtirch of theLIgSit, Qsal»09S74>); J 1na : 
world dominated by consumerism", reads flre,Gibltt ' 
Medal citation. “Arido seeks solace through hlsaiv: 
chrtecturetathe rediscovery of new teiatfoi^fit(K be- ’ 
tween space and l^ht mcxiem fini^i^TTian arid- 
nature. He iscafled a mkifoiafisL aflhcHJ^$jd^_%Both-. 
ing simple about theman: Ando fiaseinetged as abme^ . 
thing of a creative rebel Hr attoougft^ 

dearly respected as a thou^htfubandpuBtufed 
To the red: of the wprjd heris an arcHlteduralTiero^T: 
" Bom In Osaka In J94l f ^rdort^^'s^eK.gtj^5 


the US and looked closely ai the beautiful, eteraentaf 
architecture of North Africa, much as the selMarght 
Le Corbusier had done. Half a century earlier, before., 
setting up practice in his home town in 196& He & if 
any architect is, the natural successor to Le Corbusier, - 
the most inventive and probably this cerrtufy’s gneat- 
est architect . .. ; r 

Not surprisingly; Ando has won the other big jfH- 
tematkjnaJ prizes - Carfsberg (1992), Pritzker-(1995} 
and Praemium Imperials (1996). To dafehe has no se? 
nous detractors, but equally he has been tempted to. 
design just one office btocfc, aid that for a singular 
client, establishing instead a career that enables hHh.> 
to take on only fliose buildings he really wants. to de-' 
sign. Ando's has always been the a/chitecturedf fight- 
and grace; and now it's gold. Jonathan G tofoejr 
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Alec Guinness 
overwhelmed by 
force of publicity 

May the Force be with you - but I won't. 
This is the message from Sir Alec Guin- 
ness to the organisers of tonight's royal 
premiere for the re-release of Star Wars. 

The veteran actor, who is reported to 
have made millions from the film, is re- 
fusing to join the Prince of Wales at Lon- 
don’s Odeon in Leicester Square. The 
hype surrounding the film's 20th anniver- 
sary celebrations, he said, has become 
too much. 

Asked for an interview, Sir Alec re- 
sponded in writing: ‘I am afraid the an- 
swer is no. The hype over the reissue of 
Star Ware and the constant demands for 
[ interviews from the press, magazines, ra- 
dio and TV have got me down and my 
only refuge is to refuse everything." 

As Obi-Wan Kenobi (right), the wise 
Jedi knight Sir Alec, captured the imagi- 
nation of a generation and his character 
seems destined to live forever. In 1977 he 
agreed to act in the film for 2 per cent of 
the profits rather than a straight fee, a 
trend-setting deed copied by marry Holly- 
wood stars. His gamble cetainly paid off. 
Star Wars and its two sequels, The Em- 
pire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi, 
have earned £1 .33 bn worldwide. 

Sir AJec could make more than £1m 
from the re-released and digitally remas- 



tered Star Wars, which has taken more 
than £60m in the US since 31 January. 

A spokesman for 20th Century Fox 
said of the 82-year-old actor, who lives a 
reclusive life with his wife, Merula, in 
Hampshire,: “George Lucas [the director] 
invited him but we received a note saying 
he had a previous engagement It is a 
shame." 

Only reluctantly did Sir Alec attend the 
unveiling of a plaque in London last year 
to mark his contribution to film. At the 
time he said: “The idea makes me feel 
rather fraudulent, my contribution to film 
has always been negligible, my first iove 
has always been the theatre.” 

Star Ware opens across Britain on 
Friday. dare Gamer 


Abstract genius de Kooning dies 


The Dutch-bom painter Willem de Koon- 
ing, a dominant figure in the abstract ex- 
pressionist art movement, has died, aged 
92, after a long battle with Alzheimer's 
disease. He was considered one of the 
greatest artists of his time. 

De Kooning, who died yesterday morn- 
ing, once said of painting that rt was: “a 
way of living today, a style of living so to 
speak ... that is where the form of it lies." 

He influenced many artists of the New 
York School that came to prominence af- 
ter World War 11, but his own work was 
not limited to one style. His canvases 
ranged from the black and white Night 
Square (1950-51) to the colourful Woman 
series to early 1980s abstracts that were 
overwhelmingly done in primary colours. 

De Kooning continued to paint well 


into his 80s, despite being diagnosed as 
having Alzheimer's disease, which led a 
court to declare that he was incapable of 
looking after his affairs and to appoint 
conservators for his assets. 

Recognition came from buyers as weH 
as critics. His 1944 Pink Lady brought 
$3.63m in an auction at Sotheby's in 
1987. Two yeare later his 1955 master- 
piece Interchange sold for a stunning 
$20.6m at the same house. Vintage 
works consistently sold for over $lm. 

Those financial heights were far re- 
moved from his lower-middle-class Dutch 
background. Bom in Rotterdam on 24 
April, 1904, he was the son of a wine and 
beer distributor. His mother was a tar- 
maid. 

Matthew Brace 




SOCIAL SECURITY 

Massive backlog of cases 
dogs Child Support Agency 

but still has a big backlog of cases.to deal with. MPs said yesterday. 

‘ The role of the CSA is to take ksne parents, predominantly 

mothers, off benefit by making absent parents pay maintenance for 
their offspring. But a report by the Social Security Select 
Committee showed that only about one third of looe parents on 
Income Support and finally Credit had received a CSA 
assessment. Even this somewhat “flattered” the ^ency. 

The total of lone parents on benefit - over- 1.46 million m May 
1996 - was a “snapshot” total, whereas the figure for. the CSA 
caseload at the same point - 485,000 - was a ‘-cumulative total 
including. cases where absent parents were themselves getting 
benefit and were therefore readily accessible to the C5A. 

But by the end of December last year, said the. NffS,_the ntnnber 
of maintenance applications on hand was 

a co nsidera ble backlog compared to an estimated 200,000-*o0,\XW 
applications on hand that the Agency would expect to have when at 
steady state”. ’ 

WHITEHALL 

Complaints at all-time high 

Hie number of complaints against Government bodies has hit a 
record. Michael Buckley, the Parliamentary Ombudsman, said 
yesterday. Of the IJJ2Q complaints referred to bis office last year 
by MPs, half related to the Department OP Social Security. 

Mr BudUe& who was appointed in January on the retirement of 
Sir WiUiani Reid, said the level of complaints was such that he 

could only investigate those where there was a realistic dunce of 
obtaining redress or hi gh li g h ting defects in a department s 

^narar busy office we need to devote onr energies where they 
will do most good. In 1989, the year before SirWiffiam took , office, 
677 com plain ts were received,” Mr Buckley said- “The unrelenting 
growth in workload over the test seven years has brought problems 
in the shape of excessive backlogs and an increase in case 
throughput times.” 

FINANCE 

Plastic revolution gains momentum 


The UK is leading the mow a' 
of paying with plastic, credit a 


r from cash and cheques in favour 
giant Visa said yesterday. Britons 


used 40 million Visa cards to spend £76bn last year - up 25 per 
cent on 1995. Visa said the UK was its largest European market 
and now accounted for two-fifths of all its cards in Europe. 

The figures bode well for Visa's plans to begin trials of a hi-tech 
“electronic puise" in Leeds in October. Visa Cash, a plastic card 
with an electronic chip which “stores” money, will allow people to 
buy low-cost items such as soft drinks and magazines without the 
need for carrying change. Visa has got several banks involved and 
hopes to issue cards to 70,000 people. 

The plan is to extend the scheme to the rest of the country later. 
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SOCIETY 

Poverty taking toll on young 

Ybimg people who live in poverty are at four times the risk of dying 
by the age of 20 than those from more affluent families, according 
to a new report. Children and young people have now overtaken 
pensioners as the largest age group in poverty and their health is 
suffering as a result, warns the CMW Poverty Action Group. 

The data, prepared by Bristol University, shows that mam 
poverty-related health problems are accidents, respiratory 
problems, depression, schizophrenia, dietary deficiencies, 

- substance abuse and sexually transmitted diseases. 

Suicide rates in young men have doubled since 1975 and are 
almost three times higher for young poor people than for those 
from better-off backgrounds. 

Poor boosing conditions, stress and isolation from a lack of 
access to opportunities such as training and employment are 
aspects of poverty which may increase the risk of health problems. 

Not to be Ignored: Young People, Poverty and Health, £8J>5, CPAG 
Ltd, 1-5 Bath Street, London EC1V9FY Glenda Cooper 

HEALTH 

Treatment to cut TB deaths 

At least 10 million deaths from tuberculosis will be prevented over 
die next 10 years by the use of a new strategy known as Directly 
Observed Treatment Short-coarse (DOTS), a report from the World 
Health Organisation said yesterday. The DOTS campaign is causing 
the global TB epidemic to level off for the first time in decades. 

TTie unique features of DOTS is its use of ‘patient observers' to 
watch TB patients swallow each does of medicines. This helps 
overcome one of the most difficult problems that has hindered TB 
control efforts to date: that patients tend to take enough of their 
median es to feel better, but fall to finish the course nf tre atm ent, 
so that they remain capable of infecting others. 

With DOTS, trained health workers, and sometimes volunteers, 
such as shopkeepers, teachers and former patients, are used in the 
community to observe patients take a powerful combination of 
four medicines over eight months. Annabel Rerriman 

SCIENCE : 

First film of molecular motor 

A molecule that functions like a rotary motor, one of natnre’s most 
amaz i ng engineering feats, has been filmed In action for the first 
time by scientists. The motors which measures just 10 mflfionths of 
a millimetre across,' is part of the complex mechanism of 
respiration by which ceQs release energy from food. 

fi works like the rotor aim in a car’s distributor: A central 
spindle turns within a band and makes contact with the “points 77 

- three chemical activation sites which are triggered in turn, in a 
similar way to spark plugs in a cat 

Fbr some time scientists have suspected that the “motor”, a 
component of an enzyme that ads as a catalyst in tbe process of 
respiration, fanctfoos in this way. Now scientists from the Tfckyo 
Institute of Technology, Yokohama, Japan, have proved 
conclusively that this happens — by filming the motor spinning. 

Tfre team, led by Masasuke Yoshida, attached a tiny 
fluorescent filament to tbe “rotor arnT, aflowmg its - movement 
to be seen. 


NEWSPArtiw 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
m the first hatf of 1996 V 
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e-mail enters the classroom 


•faicfith Judd 

Education Editor '• .5 ; 

AH children over theage of nine 
should have their own e-mail 
wentiQ', acoordme to.a report : 
trom an independent inquiry 
pubiishedioday- -. 1 . 

The inquiry, setip tyifav. 
Blair, the Labour leader to 
provide independent "evidence 
abouL mfonnation technology m ■. 
& schools says it could be achieved ' 
►cheaply once die problem of ac- 
cess to children's names and ad- 
dresses bad been solved. 


Clnldrien wtiuld be attracted 


tion techhology and by ea^ ac- 
cess iO-the Internet, the report 
. suggests, pnly a small comput- 
er and a handful of staff would 
“ be needed; -7 . * v 

Iranis Stevenson, chairman 
of GPAplc and chairman elect 
of fbe Pearson group, who 
chaired the inquiry, said: “It's 
blisteringly simple but it's a 
very good idea. You could have 
a system by which beads who 
wished their children to have e- 


. .map would write in.' Thai would 
VeateHbn very quickly.*' 

The report describes the 
Estate of IT in schools as “prim- 
. ; iiivie”: nearly 50 per cent of 
desktop computers in primary 
schools are mare than five years 
old .and in -some secondary 
. schools and uearfy a third of 
primaries there is only one 
. computer for a whole class. 

But the answer is not to in- 
vest in expensive hardware. In- 
stead, teachers should receive IT 
training and be given tax b reaks 
to buy their own home com- 


puters because research shows 
that the best way to improve IT 
skills is by practice. Around 60 
per cent of teachere are thought 
to be in need of IT training. 

Mr Stevenson said; “I would 
rather buy 20,000 teachers 
computers than five million 
children. It would be grossly ir- 
responsible to give every child 
a laptop when there are neither 
the teachers nor the software to 
support them.’’ 

He and bis team believe that 
the total would be tens rather 
than hundreds of millions. 


The report says the Govern- 
ment should mate use of the In- 
ternet affordable and predict- 
able for school by negotiating 
an agreement with the telecom- 
munications industry. 

There should be an educa- 
tional website which would al- 
low teachers and pupils to swap 
software, say. about the best way 
to leach King Lear. A report 
from the consultants. Me Kin- 
sey & Co suggests 21 per cent 
of homes already have com- 
puters and that figure will rise 
to 44 per cent hv 2000. 


Labour has done a deal with 
British Telecom and the cable 
companies to link all schools up 
to the internet free. It is also 
promising to use lottery mon- 
ey to train teachers in IT from 
the ycaT 2U0ll. 

Mr Blair has also proposed 
a national grid for learning 
which would franchise educa- 
tional publishers to provide na- 
tional curriculum material on an 
internet site. 

However, the inquiry team 
says, the government will need 
10 make sure ad children have 


access to computers as in the 
past they tried to ensure that 
eveiyone had access to books 
through public libraries. 

The report says schools 
should open for computer use 
outside hour? and there .s-hould 
be new cyber centres and com- 
puter banks for (he public in li- 
braries. There should also be a 
departmental minister with the 
remit of improving information 
and communications technolo- 
gy jn schools. 

" The report argues: "It is 
sometimes said that the UK is 


ahead in (he penetration of 
computers in schools interna- 
tionally. U is doubtful whether 
this is true. Even it if were, this 
is anafagous to suggesting that 
a runner is ahead after 5lXim of 
j marathon.” 

And it concludes: "If the 
government does not lake steps 
to intensify 1 the use of informa- 
tion and communications tech- 
nology a generation of children 
will have -been put at an enor- 
mous disadvantage with conse- 
quences for the UK that will be 
difficult 10 reverse." 


sesx and 
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Glenda Cooper . 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Why axe men like lavatories? 
Because they are either vacant 
or engaged. Or so runs the an- 
gle woman's favourite joke/ . - 
Men's egos may take a-fur- 
iher bashing from the latest sta- 
tistics from; the Office Fhr 
National Statistics; the Gener- 
al Household Survey says four 
in 10 single women are not hay- 
ing a sexual relationship. •' '" r .’ 


dent's single-girl diarist, may be-' : 
moan her eternal quest to find, 
the perfect man and Mr .Dftccy 
lookalike. But she is in good._ 
company. Espem beUeyeTfie 
new figures refiwt the fecttbaL 
such a large -percentage of 
women are not having sex be- 
cause men simply aren’t- up^ to 
-scratdhT- - - '• 

^ Used to choosing their own 
fouse,tbeir own career, the way 
they dress and fbe_way they 
spend their time, women are 
now applying the same Sort of 
control in their private life. 
And they expect-the same high - 
standards to apply. 

Mary' Balfour, director rif 
Drawing Down the Moon,' de- 
scribed as the intrpdpctioxr- 
agency £nrthinkmgpeople{ap- 
parenlly metre of her diems. read 
The Independent than any otb- 
er paper) says agnificantly more 1 
women than men contact her 
agency, in an attempt to find the 
perfect parthet who will fit in 
with their lifestyle. \ . . : .\- 1 

The qualities they are most 
commonly looking for (besides 
the inevitable sense of humour) 
arc similar levels of ambition, 
success and status. . 

"Sometimes they can be a bit 
unreafetic and we pave to make 
them -realise that every rela- 
tionship is a canroranuse," she 
a said. “But it isdifecult beca us e 
” Lhev have choice and control in 
every other areattf their lives- : 
houses, jobs, the responsibilities . 
they take on. They.mkyibe in-. 


veiy senior portions and they 
-feel that they can applyfre same 
. criteria to Their private lives." * 

•' Julia Cole, cporisellor and 
' spokesperson for Relate agrees. 

“You no longer hear the phrase 
‘on the shelf 7 after 30,” she said 
*T. .think there are definitely 
more choices for women aged 
.. 16 tb.49 as opposed to die choic- 
v es they had 20 years ago.. 1 - * 

’ .“Youi^ wm^ vvho come for 
’. comselfog are saying that they 
are delaying sexual relation- 
ships; sayingldoa’c havu to fit , 

' into tfre-=ktereotypes^ that my - 
mother .mad' ffly grandmother ' 
did-Tqanlriveacareerandfom- 
_:ihLor a,cpi^r_without a fairii- 
% Taatlie with a partner or 
_naf . They haven multiplicity of 
choices.” . 1 ' Lonely heart? Dating agent 

V And after three decades of . 

easSy available contraception, has come in. I think there is 
the urgency of having sex just much more female solidarity 
because you can has also worn also.” 
off, beKevesagonyaimt Virginia The image of teenagers as 

Ironside. ■. . •• - sex-obsessed Lolitas is also a 

“I think if we were looking in myth, according to the survey, 
the 1960s and 1970s the figures. The 16-19-year-old age group 
would - be ; completely differ- . . were the least likely to have a 
. eht" she add. TWe were all sexual partner - with fewer 
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Lonely heart? Dating agencies say clients are more choosy, but sometimes have to be told that relationships are a compromise 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


<m A large, percentage of women 
are not having sex amply because 
men are not up to scratch 9 


completely preoccupied by 
; sex and I think things have set- 
tled down. I think -There has 
been a puritanical reaction 
.to what went on in those 
decades: - *’ - 

;• * i Therr it wacs jolly difficult-lo 
say no when contraception was 
freely available — Before, the 
old reason was .that you could 


than half in a relationship. 

Bui Dr Christine Griffin, se- 
nior lecturer in social psychol- 
ogy atBinninghaln University, 
pots this down less to messages 
about the dangersofHTV/Aids 
anti more to some vestigial at- 
titudes about the sexual double 
standard. . • 


on the ground I don't think they 
have. There may be an image 
in the media that young women 
are more sexually knowing but 
there is still anxiety amongst 
them that they won't get a bad 
name for themselves." 

But what can men do with the 
abstainers? “I think it leaves 
men in a difficult situation," said 
Ms Coles. “Men are having to 
make choices about tbeir ca- 
reers becuase of family life. 
There is now an expectation 
that they will spend some of 
tbeir time Ioolong after the 
children. 

“Roles have changed so dra- 
matically since the war that 
there ts a lot of stress building 
relationships. It's been like rein- 
venting the wheel." 

Of course, there is one more 
question to be answered in the 
battle of the sexes. Sadly the an- 
nual General Household Survey 
does not collect data on how 
many men claim to be having 
sex. 

But then, we all know what 


old reason wzB.tbat you could “I think traditional attitudes • But then, we aU know what 
say *1 don’t. want to get preg- .do still exist," said Eft Grif- r'they’d say anyway, 
oan r\ But no^with more em- fin. "There is an assumption ■ Living in Britain: Results from 
phasis on ‘no Tneajas: no’ hnd ; from research that a lot of peo- the 1995 General Household 
more emphasis on women’s ■ . pip have changed their attitudes. Survey, available from The Sta- 
rights, a kindofnew'reasoning " particularly young womembat tionery Office, £30. 
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Carry on up the Amazon as 
Brazil offers to run boat race 


Chris Maniwe , • : 

Stock up on. the. Pimm's and 
watch out for these piranhas. 
Oxford and Cambridge Boat 
Race tsrews.majr swap the gen-- 
tle sdeaery qfpiuinei.' and Mortr 

ofSte ttppkal rsmjfiwcatf 

• a race down the Aina- 
zort later this year- :. •> 

•'As- fbej'.prepare' for, ; the 
143id.nnmmgoT their andu- 
afdrafioniatKK.on 29 Marilh, 
ihe iaews have received 
vitatioh £rbm the government 
of Atnazooas - Brazil’s largest . 
siatc,:-.to.takc on a team 
from_ the Brazilian Rowing 
Federation. .. 

Oxford’s director of rowing, , 
Sieve- "Rorfe, was understand*' ' 
aWy enthusiastic: “We I 1 * 51 

dac tismi g it at foe _ moment 

following an. invitation 


» haVeahwdyraiti we 
jsted." he^aS:. : :• - 


our expenses, tpe boats ana me 
traflajotL jt^ something od- 
ferent - just as long as stay 






Amazon vessels may som be jt*ied by those from Oxbridge 


in Ihe boaL" John .Snagge, 
whose iriellifHipus commen- 
taries graced the event for more 

than half a century,.wouM be 

turning n? his grave. ' - 
The proposed date: for the 
fustoric encqiniter.x?:21 . Sep-; 
tember, afthou^i it wfll hot be. 

confirmed dttff after-Oxford’s 

new jprcadehi is ^pointed in 

.Klqb': .j.y/A v -')‘ :: . 
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“When be comes in we give 
htm a list of the invitations we 
: have received and we ask him 
‘Which one would yon Eke to gp 
to?’ " said Royle. 

. . “It's then a matter of con- 
suhafios hut he would have a 
big say." It might be difficult to 
; rum down this invitation. 

Royle was not absolutely 
sure whythe approach has been 




made, but thought that the 
world-wide television coverage 
was part of it. 

“Oxford and Cambridge boat 
clubs are ambassadors to the 
rowing world, just like Man- 
chester United is to football," 
he said. “If you ask anybody in 
the Amazon about football they 
would probably mention Man- 
chester United. So if you ask 
them about rowing, Oxford and 
Cambridge would probably 
come up. 

“But there’s still only one 
Boat Race.” Royle said. “This 
would purely be a -friendly' fix- 
ture against the Brazilian Row- 
ing Federation, with Oxford 
and Cambridge taking part" 

' The Hoorays and Sloanies 
could arrange a trip across the 
Atlantic - perhaps the explor- 
er and Amazon veteran Red- 
mond O'Hanlon could be 
persuaded to act as tour guide 
- and forsake their Pimm's for 
ayokuosco, the indigenous psy- 
chotropic drug that induces 
spiritual ecstasy. Maybe they!} 
never come back. Now that 
would be a result 
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iasmBeunetto; 

Crime Correspondent 


Pbiice fear that two masted rob- 
becs who held up eight women 
at gun point on the London 
Underground. conJd strike 
again. 

Thegunmen only stole about 
£50 m the late-mght attack. 
Video pictures of the assailants 


were. released yesterday and a 
1 for the theii 


£1,000 reward for the their cap- 
ture has been offered. 

The move is seen as a fright- 
ening escalation in the level of 
violence on the. railway system. 
Attacks involving firearms on 
the Underground, however, re- 
main extremely raoe.The num- 
ber of robberies on die Tube has 


gone down by 3 per cent to 560 


the last year. 

The robbery happened gon 
Saturday, night in. north-west 
London but aetaibwere only re- 
leased yesterday because the po- 
lice have had problems in 
interviewinglhe vittinis -six of 
whom are from Ethidpta. So- 
malia and Uganda, one from 
Singapofeapothee^toh-hasyet 
to he contacted. - / • : .' 

• Tbe^women; alt ttr^heir 30s. 
and 30s, bail been wortdifg bn , 
late shifts, doing casual wxwk. . . 
.. Tbe robbers were.&st seen . 
at about; 11pm. ty Che' Singa- 


i women. on the Bakerioo 
ine train! at Harrow and 
'Wealdstdne^ - 

• Thetwrmen,who were pho- 
.. ijigrapbedby Umiergroundsur- 
" veiilance cameras, were joined 
on the platform by two teenage 
girls who theulen the station. 

The Aspects got on the emp- 
-tysoothtouiidtrainwith the vic- 
tim. As the train left the station 
the two men pulled down dark 
coloured woollen balaclavas 
■ and drew handgups. They took 
about £4 in loose change before 
the woman was'allowed to leave 
at the nek station.. 

• Fnrther. along the line at 
Stonebndge Fitidt station, sev- 
en woukn boarded the train. 
The menrobbed themof about 
£50 before fleeing at WiBesden 
Junction. . 

; Detective Inspector Alan 
Pacey, of the British Transport 
Police, who is heading the in- 
vestigation. into the robberies, 
sard: “We are concerned there 
could be repeated incidents al- 
though there isnothiug to sug- 
gest that the Underground was 

t8 ^tis eS^^^weforguns 
to he -used ? on the Under- 
ground." 

. Tbeittituhionshave argued 
that cuts in staff havemadethe 
Underground system less safe. 


Soft target: Passengers travelling alone in a compartment make easier victims for robbers or other attackers 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


The tube train involved in the 
latest robbery did not have a 
guard and the driver was un- 
aware of the attacks. 

J Uteuseoffireannsisrarebut 
_gangS-of youths have used a 
technique called “steaming" to 
meve through carnages at great 


speed snatching bags and wal- 
lets. .. 

One of the most serious in- 
cidents involving a firearm on 
the London Underground hap- 
pened in July 1995 when a gun- 
man shot a tube passenger after 
an argument at Stockwell sta- 


tion in south London. 

The gun was fired in the vic- 
tim’s face but at the last minute 
he lifted his arm to defend 
himself and the bullet was de- 
flected by the metal bangle he 
was wearing. 

Owners of the newly priva- 


tised railways have have also 
recognised that security needs 
to he improved and have begun 
hiring security guards to protect 
against pickpockets and robbers, 
~The gunmen involved in the 
incident on Saturday were de- 
scribed as black and aged 1700. 


They were wearing dark puffa- 
stylc jackets and - dark jeans 
and were about 5Ii Sins to 5ft 
loins tall. 

Anyone who has information 
about the incident should con- 
tact British Transport Police 
on 0171 3*0 1400. 


‘Crash’ 
premiere 
venue in 
doubt 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Crash, the controversial film 
about a group of people sexu- 
allv aroused by car accidents, 
may be denied a central London 
premiere despite its 18 certifi- 
cate granted by the British 
Board of Film Classification. A 
date fur the premiere will nut be 
set until a release date for 
Britain has been named by the 
distributors. Columbia TriSlar. 

.Although the BBFC said this 
week that the film, based on the 
novel by JG Ballard, could be 
shown uncut to adult audiences. 
Westminster Council has not 
withdrawn the ban it imposed 
last year. If it refuses to do so. 
the only possible venue in cen- 
tral London for a premiere will 
be the Institute of Contempo- 
rary Arts which is outside the 
council's licensing jurisdiction. 
Otherwise, the venue could be 
one of the “an house" cinemas 
just outside the city centre. 

A spokeswoman for Colum- 
bia TriStar said yesterday: 
“What wc hope is that in the 
light of the BBFC decision 
Westminster Council will review 
their position.” 

The film directed by David 
Cronenberg, who defends it as “a 
metaphor”, will open uncut in the 
United Stales tomorrow. Bui in 
Britain there is still opposition, 
with Virginia Bouomley, the 
Secretary of Stale for National 
Heritage, renewing her call that 
it should not be shown. 

But although Crash . starring 
Oscar winner Holly Hunter, 
Rosanna Arquette and James 
Spader, demands a strong stom- 
ach, its sterile atmosphere and 
stress on the unsatisfactory na- 
ture of the characters' relation- 
ships acts against any 
glamorising of its subject matter. 

A spokesman for Westmin- 
ster Council said yesterday: “In 
the light of the BBFC ruling 
Westminster's licensing sub- 
committee will now review 
its earlier decision made last 
November.” 

The BBFC's director. James 
Ferman. ruled the “unusual 
and disturbing film"’ was neither 
illegal nor harmful. It said it was 
shown to a lop lawyer, forensic 
psychologist and audience of 
disabled people before an IS 
certificate was granted. 
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election countdown 


THUESDAT 20 MABGH 3997* 


O n the tube train to Michael 
Heseltme's election press 
conference ai Tarqum House, I 
found myself absorbed m a review of a 
new translation of The. Analects of 
Confucius. This Chinese philosopher - 
who lived and taught in the fifth century 
BC is described as having "established 
an enduring and decisive link between 
education and political power” - 
through his helpful and wise thoughts. 

How alike then (I thought, as I took 
my seat in the little theatre) are the 
ancient Oriental sage and the latter day 
Hezza. Both sit above the sweat and 
smell of contingent battles, dispensing 
useful thought from on high in 
unemotional tones. 

Brian Mawhinney, John Major, 
Emperor Wu and Fan Chi may 
feel a terrible sense of urgency, of 


A DAVID., i 

Aaronovitch aFj 

Confucius and the art of 
the press conference 


engagement in the struggle, but Hezza 
and Confucius do not. 

There to speak about falling 
unemployment, Mr Heseltme ad-libbed 
desultorily through the Ten Great faults 
of Labour, managing to mention eight, 
and then stopping when he fell like iL 


As un distracted by what be was saying 
as he was himself, I took the 
opportunity to examine him closely- His 
physiognomy has gone through a 
strange second adolescence: the nose, 
the chin, the jaw, the ridge of the 
forehead, have all asserted their 


dominance over the mere flesh of the 
face. Now a man of pure feature, Hezza 
looks like his own cartoons. 

The truest moment came when he 
was taxed with the desertion of the Tbiy 
cause by its erstwhile allies on the 5un. 
There was a silence, then: “T have • ; 
thought about this issue."Then a long 
pause. “And I may return to it". In the 
Ccmfudus review it said thal: “The 
brevity of many sections of the 
Analects, when combined with 
concision, make translation a 
formidable cask". Very true. 

Perhaps too, as he and Mr 
Mawhinney were questioned about the 
Downey sleaze report (not many 
journalists seemed that hissed about 
une m p loyment), he was reflecting on . 
Confucius's rebuff to a pious 
' administrator that, “among my people a 


father covers up fbr his son, a son # ■ 

covers up forhis feher- and there is 
integrity fa wtial they .do ” m '■ 

. TWo hours later, Wtiter Sweeney, . 
doomed Conservative member for the 

Vale of Glamorgan was peering 

nwppically at his notes. A large man, _ 

whose electoral base.k as narrow as bis 


tooted beamsed Nor ihatihcre is 

... _ .Li. Tnr 


there are 30 wwds far swwm d» Irmk 


to thetotaDy out trf it. fa die past, he has 


thesmaHest majority in the House of . 
Commons: Nineteen rotes se parate 
continued life at Vfesnnnister from a 
return fo provincial soliciting, and M r.; . 
Sweeney knows that mstlOdisgnintled 
electors could propel somesaak*-. *- 
hipped New Labourite intotbe-Hause. 

So here he was in front ofa whip,a - 
captive Welsh Office minister, five cub 
scouts and Thm Daiyefl’s abandoned' . 
gre^n cushion, m speak cm “Education 
m the We of Glamorgan". And he 


over Europe orsupporting a BLR to 
legalise the shooting of bursars by 

houseboldeis. It maybe that he 

unerringly occupies these postuons 
snmfy to ket» hfasdf bemused. 

Or it may be that he wonders bow - 
man faverskmoif the usual political 
logic - it oomesabout that & and 
unemployment lock set to fall together. 
Easy, Writer -Ctohfuaus be say 
{fAnalectslTJTy: “Withouttfae trust of the 
people, no governm ent may stand”. Ask 
■Hezza. He mows. 
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Europe looks 
ahead to a 
Blair summit 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 

European leaders are to invite 
tony Blair to a mini-summit 
within days of a Labour victo- 
ry in order to make urgent 
progress in negotiations on the 
new Amsterdam treaty. 

The European initiative 
means that, if elected, the 
Labour leader will have almost 
no breathing-space before he is 
forced to deride where his gov- 
ernment stands on such con- 
troversial issues as reduction of 
the British veto. 

The Dutch government, 
which holds the EU presiden- 
cy, is anxious that if negotiations 
are not swiftly begun with Mr 
Blair, the treaty may not be 
ready for signature at the Am- 
sterdam summit on 16 June. 

Among those at the summit, 
to be hosted by Wim Kok, the 
Dutch Prime Minister, would be 
heads of government and state, 
including Helmut Kohl, the 
German Chancellor, and 
Jacques Chirac, the French 
President. Dates from 2 May on 
are being canvassed, sources in 
the Hague said yesterday. 

Mr Blair is understood to 
have let the Dutch know he 
favours an informal “get-lo- 
know-you" gathering rather 
than a full-blown summit. 

By attending a meeting so 
soon after election, the Labour 
leader knows he may run the 
risk of being ambushed into 
signing away powers before he 
is folly briefed on the complex 
details of the Amsterdam 
Treaty. 

However, Dutch sources say 
they are not interested in meet- 
ing just for a cbaL The presi- 
dency intends to schedule a 
“serious meeting" of beads of 


government “as soon as possi- 
ble" after the election. “We 
don't have mnrh time. With only 
six weeks, serious negotiations 
have to start very soon." said a 
Dutch official. 

Other governments are also 
backing plans for a May meet- 
ing. “We would support any ini- 
tiative that would accelerate the 
negotiations. Time is short," 
said a senior Elysee source in 
Paris. If a deal cannot be done 
at Amsterdam, plans have been 
laid for the signature to be de- 
layed until Luxembourg as- 
sumes the presidency. 

In a.move calculated to ease 
the transition in the complex 
and far-reaching negotiations. 
Mr Blair intends to keep Sir 
Stephen Wall, the present 
British permanent representa- 
tive to Brussels, as his chief ne- 
gotiator in the Amsterdam 
Treaty talks. There had been 
speculation that Sir Stephen 
would face the axe under 
Labour. He was an aide to 
Baroness Thatcher and fought 
in the front line of the present 
government's “beef war", and 
thus might be viewed to have 
been tainted by association with 
Tory European policy. 

However, he has been as- 
sured his job is secure. An ac- 
complished diplomat, his 
intimate knowledge of the ne- 
gotiations and his cool head un- 
der pressure are likely to prove 
invaluable to Mr Blair and 
Robin Cook, the shadow foreign 
secretary, should they find 
themselves suddenly catapult- 
ed into the Amsterdam hot- 
seat. 

As the British election cam- 
paign gets under way, European 
leaders are being careful not to 
provide fuel for Euro-sceptics. 

However, privately all other 


European governments say they 
are cautiously optimistic that a 
Labour government would 
show greater willingness to 
make concessions on Europe 
than the present government 

In particular, other Euro- 
peans want Labour to agree to 
greater qualified majority vot- 
ing and a “flexibility” clause 
which could allow a hard core 
of countries to pool powers at 
faster speeds than others. 

British concessions will also 
be sought on greater power- 
sharing in areas of race and im- 
migration, and foreign policy. 
Labour has already said it will 
sign up to the Social Chapter. 

However, most European 
diplomats accept that, while 
Mr Blair’s tone on the EU is 
more positive, he is likely to 
refuse any radical new power- 
sharing proposals, and is certain 
to oppose plans for ending bor- 
der controls and budding a 
multi-speed Europe with as 
much vehemence as the Con- 
servatives. 

As preparations for Ams- 
terdam continue apace, the 
Dutch presidency is to present 
draft texts at a meeting in Rome 
next week, offering new pro- 
posals on majority voting, pow- 
ers for the European 
parliament and allocation of 
commissioners. 

■ Conservative members of 
the European Parliament have 
warned John Major against 
hardening Britain’s stance on 
Europe because of “dubiously 
valid electoral considerations", 
writes IVan Abrams. 

A report by the deputy chief 
whip of the group, Brendan 
Donnelly, hinted that the Prime 
Minister would damage 
Britain’s interests fay taking a 
more Euro-sceptic line. 








Foot down: Paddy Ashdown visiting the a rtific ia l limbs workshop at Queen Mary's Hospital, Roehampton, yesterday 


Photograph: Nichola Kurtz 


Ashdown does the soft-shoe 


Barrie dement 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
made a cameo appearance yes- 
terday on the ca mp a ign trail 
with Paddy Ashdown. Visiting a 
workshop manufacturing artifi- 
cial limbs, Mr Ashdown spotted 
a false leg with a rather dis- 
agreeable suede dme on the foot 
“Ah,” said Mr Ashdown. “For 
Kenneth Clarke I presume.” 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
was visiting Queen Mary Uni- 
versity Hospital, in south- west 
London, where the Second 
World War pilot, Douglas Bad- 
er, was fitted out with tin legs 


so that he could back to fight- 
ing the Hun. 

Mr Ashdown was looking 
for help of another kind - sticks 
with which to beat the Gov- 
ernment. But the doctors and 
nurses, however., were incon- 
veniently optimistic about their 
lot Yes life was tough, but no 
we can’t complain, they said 

If the staff was un-coopera- 
tive, in a pleasant kind of way; 
the patients were aghast at see- 
ing “that man on the tefly” face- 
to-face. Yvonne Slydel, trying to 
recover from the “heeby jee- 
bies” in the accident and emer- 
gency department found her 


bed surrounded by 20-strong 
posse from the media. One 
man was barely able to make 
out what was going on from be- 
hind a large plaster which ob- 
scured most of his face. And 
there was poor Alan Smith, who 
had been rushed in with a “per- 
sonal problem” but found him- 
self suddenly mobbed 

There was also a small child 
to be patted Cinnamon Aylen, 
three- and-half-year-old victim 
of a chip pan fire, was keeping 
her voting intentions to herself. 
Indeed she quite rightly 
refused to say anything. 

In the hospital caf 6 two old 


ladies were impressed by the 56r 
year-old Mr Ashdown’s head of 
hair. “Keptit wefl, be has,” one 
said. The liberal Democrat 
leader took the opp ortu nity to 
consult some physiotherapists 
about an old skimg injury be had 
sustained on his thumb. They 
seemed to think the hurt sus- 
tained was small beer and they 
took only a professional inter- 
est in his problem. 

One women patient showed 
Mr Ashdown her “bad knee” 
and waved a St Qiristopher 
medallion at him. She was, she 
said, a pianist who supported 
Mr Ashdown, but who also 


gave : fundraising conoeits for 
David Mellor, radio presenter, 
former minister and sitting Tory 
MP in the constituency. ■ 

Then briefly to Hampton 
Hill Junior School, where Mr 
Ashdown became a kind of 
Pied Piper of HamJyn figure* 
pursued by children around , 
the playground. “How are you# 
off for equipment?" Mr Ash- 
down asked' headteacher 
WHKam Jennan- “Quite well off 
really," replied the head. Not 
quote the required response. 
Don't doctors, nurses and 
teachers realise h(jw badly off 
they are?. 



Major spreads message 


Tea break: Tony Blair with trainees at the Birmingham Automotive Technology centre yesterday Photograph: David Rose 


Labour leader promises wheel of 
change for the young jobless 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair wielded a spanner 
yesterday as Labour’s election 
machine turned hs attention to 
young people, training and jobs. 

On a visit to a vehicle me- 
chanics’ training workshop in 
the marginal Birmingham seat 
of Yardley, the Labour leader 
said lower unemployment 
figures were the result of 
changes in the way the statis tics 
were calculated. 


“I don’t think most people 
believe these statistics are a true 
reflection of the situation. Some 
people are not able to claim un- 
employment benefit but are 
still basically unemployed." he 
said. 

Mr Blair said he had chosen 
to visit Birmingham Automotive 
Technology, which has about 
800 part-time and full-time 
trainees learning car mechanics, 
bodywork repairs and parts dis- 
tribution, to show how training, 
skills and technology could get 


the unemployed back to work. 
Labour has promised to find 
woTk for 250,000 under-25s 
who are currently on benefit. 

The Labour leader chatted 
with young trainees at the 
centre and even looked for a 
moment as if he were about to 
muck in and change a wheel 
before he changed his mind and 
headed for the canteen. 

Among the trainees who met 
Mr Blair was 17-year-old Clare 
Ameson, who has been made 
the centre's student of the vear 


for her high performance, good 
attendance and positive 
attitude. 

Ms Ameson, who works at 
Bridge Cross \folvo in Stour- 
bridge and is studying on day re- 
lease for a Biec qualificationTsaid 
she was impressed with Mr Blair. 

“I would vole Labour if I 
were able to vote, because of the 
opportunities he is trying to cre- 
ate for young people. He 
seemed really nice and he was 
interested in what we were 
doing," she said. 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major chose a private 
fee-paying school for the first 
school visit in his general elec- 
tion campaign to send out a 
clear message that the Conser- 
vatives’ support for private- 
sector education will be one of 
the key battlegrounds with 
Labour. 

Senior Tory sources said Mr 
Major wfl] “take rides” in the six- 
week election campaign, and 
giving priority to private edu- 
cation places will be seen as a 
highly risky strategy - suggest- 
ing that the Tories are keen to 
bolster their core vote, before 
trying to widen their appeal. 

“I wanted to draw attention 
to opportunities that exist for 
youngsters from low-income 
households who have the ad- 
vantage of the assisted places 
scheme to come to schools like 
Pangboume,” Mr Major said. 
“It is an indication of the sort 
of excellence I would like to see 
right the way through education, 
in the public sector and the pri- 
vate sector." 

Labour would strangle as- 
sisted places, and the indepen- 
dent sector and grant 
maintained schools as we u, Mr 
Major said. “That would wreck 
diversity of education." 

Mr Major, an old boy of 
Rutlish grammar school was 
embraced with open aims by the 
pupils at Pangboume College. 
Newbury, where the fees are 
£12.000 a year for boarders. 

There are 32 assisted places 
out of a total of 375 pupils at the 
school,' which boasts it caters for 
the sons and daughters of mil- 
lionaires and lone parents. 

The deputy head, Geny Pike, 
attacked Labour's policy as 
“foolish" and cast doubt on 


whether Labour would go 
ahead with abolition of assist- 
ed places. 

“They are cm the hook of hav- 
ing to provide money for nurs- 
ery education. I suspect that fa 
government, Gordon Brown 
will be more creative," Mr Pike 
said. 

It was Mr Major's second vis- 
it to the school in recent weeks, 
and his aides said he chose h 
because he was impressed with 
its emphasis on team work, 
and leadership. He was treated 
to a display by the school's 
cadet forces. 

Party sources promised ac- 
.tivities to foster team work, in- 
cluding abs eiling and a “man 


dangling from a tree". It 
amounted to an obstacle course 
of photo- opportuni ties' to trap ! 
the Prime Munster in an em- 
barrassing position. There was 
a bizarre exhibition of 10 stu- 
dents walking with their feet 
strapped to two planks, and an 
attmnpted rescue of the trapped 
“tree surgeon". 

Coming a day after the tour 
erf McLaren, where be saw a rac- 
ing car with no wheeis,.Mr Ma- 
jor is learning fast. 

He refused to stop for the 
photographers by a cadet giv- 
ing mouth-to-month resusata- - 
tion to a rubber doll which 
closely resembled Michael Hes- 
eltine, and opted for a friend- 


ly chat with Louis, the 13 -year- 
old son of Monty Lynch, a pro- 
fessional cricketer who used to 
play tor Mr Major’s team, Sur- 
rey. . 

The school is having trouble 
findinga New Labour candidate 
for its mock elections. 

The last time they were held 
fatheschooL fa!992, the Con- 
servatives won with a landslide. 
If Mr Major could Dnrit the vote 
to the Pangfrourne students, 
he would be home and dry. 

The Prime Minister was 
mobbed by the pupils when he 

which lifted him back uTloq- 
doiy and the difficulties of re- 
maining fa office. 


Labour support fa “a mile wide 
but an inch deep” Joint Major 
Cold party workers at Conser- 
vative Central Office last higfa 
in a hard-hitting speech .to 
raise morale for the ejection 
battle, writes CoBn Brown.. 

Mr Major's pep talk to staff 
was refaforced by a rallying caJB 
to the 1922 Committee of-Toiy 
MPs in an attempt to send 
backbenchers off to their con- 
stituencies with a hope of win- 
ning against aD the odds. 

CtKkrifaingtiiediffksiltybe 
faces in convincing his - p art y 
that ' he can win against 
Labour’s massive lead in the 
opinion poll, Mr Major sought 
to convince his troops that the 
support for Labour Was shallow - : 

He also made his most bit- 
ter attack so for against Ibny 


Blairis New Labour Party. *1 
toatfasodafism/’Mr Major de- 
clared. “I loathe Labour and I 
loathe what they have done to 
onr country. I loathe what titty 

are still doing in Sheffield 
Camden- and councils ftp and 
down tiie country” 

Reviving memories of die 
Winter of Discontent, lie - said 

that in 1979, tbe “reai question 
was whether Britain was gov- 
emaWe.” He. contrasted that, 
with his vimr of tbelbzy record. 
‘Todas nobody would dream at. 


risk.. Its slogan that it was 
“time for a -change” would 

means change that would “de- 
stroy everything that is right 
about Britain today. Yfewouthe 
battle of ideas and with your 
help we will win the battle for 
hearts and minds of Britain in 
this election,” he said. 


Secretary; , meanwhile, fold a 
meeting fa -The Hague that the 
Dutch presidency of the Euro- 
pean Union hadwiamto a iri gnif- 
fcaut concession to Britain’s 


. - He said the Thriea had 
transformed the ujuufry wUh its 
reforms Of the NHS^ti* trade, 
unions and education. He.rc- 
peated his message that 
“Britain is booming*, butmtid 
Labour would pot that all fa 


r tEofs.Ifa said the Dutch Mfais- 
ter for Europe, Michael Brigan, 
: had conceded that the removal 
ofbardejr controls would not be 
brought within the treaty befog 
.negotiated' at the I nter g o vgg- 
mental Conference in Jimt 
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planes and automobiles: who pays? 


CoEnBrmvn 

Chief Rofiticat Correspondent 

A British Midland 737jerbas 
been lent to the Tbry party by 
Sir Michael Bishop, fiwfrman 


T — T ““ V 1 «•» — * *i«MW * MW 

Prone Minister and he cam- 


■l — — maigu i i ip 

m the West Ooimtty ana toe 
north of E n g lan d ' ■ 

He is also using a Brfctbw’s 
Sikorski helicoptertohit the 
campaign trail for day trips to 
enable John Major to return, to 
London at night -- 
However, unlike his" prede- 
cessor, Mr Major wfll aJso use 
“privatised railtransport to give 

hrs nersmtal harfcmn tn dm M r_ 


ktyv/hicbhasbeen heavily crit- 
icised, particularly over the cuts 
in sendees ; by South .West 
Trams. Baroness Thatcher re- 
fused to travel by trains, which 
the security services feared 
were more open to possible ter- 
rorist attack. /.v 

Tlie-Major “battle bos 7 ’ will 
meet the Prime Minister at his 
campaign sites, to ferry hnn and 
his ferrous soapbox to public 
meetings in towns across the 
country. 

The campaign is costing the" 
Tbries more" than £20m,.m- 

m nch t^i^feing funded. by 
personal donations&om .busi- 
ness ’ leaders, including some 
from abroad-Bntthepersonal . 
backup of businessmen such as 
Sir Michael will help keep the' 
costs down. “Tie is being very 
generous;? a Conservative Parr ; 
ly source saidL . : ' 

Paity sources said thar Mr 
Major would betaki^ his cam- 
paign to the four confers of 
Britain -'England, Wales, Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland. The 
bus, which was.wheeled out in 
1992, . and;, the jet win "be 
equipped with higb-tecb kitto 
enable him to keep in touch: 
with the business of running the' 
government atNolO.He often 


also uses the equipment to 
keep in touch with the latest Tkst 
cricket scores. 

_ There are on-board teievi- 
sons to check on dally news ccw- ■ 
erage, and Downing Street has 
. a sophisticated telephone sys- 
tem which carri'patch” raWs al- 
most anywhere mthe country. 
The advent of the mobile tele- 
phone has intensified the pace 
with which the Prime Minister 
. win face questions on events. 

MrMajor’s personal protec- 
tion officers who go with him 
everywhere, even on party busi- 
ness, are also equipped with 
satellite telephones, which can 

- come in usefol where there are 
gaps in the cellular network, - 

- . .The battle bus will be fol- 
lowed by two Wallace- Arnold 

- coadiescarrying the press. The 
. s^ght of three coachloads of me- 
dia people 7 caused chaos in' 
.1987 when they descended on 
Harry Ramsden’s Yorkshire 

' drip shop with Lady Thatcher. 
Tbry organisers have learned 
firom such experiences, but they 
believe that the scenes of Mr • 
Major facing student tedders 
in Luton this week will help 
rekindle fears of “old Labour” 
militancy. The party chairman, 
Brian Mawhinney, got security 
clearance for the public walk- 
abouts to overcome safety fears. 

.. The battle bus is bomb and 
bullet proof, and carries an ar- 
ray of office equipment. Secre- 
; taries are 'ayailable jo rewrite 
speeches on board, yritb print- 
ers aria computer systems 
linked fo the research base at 
.Conservative. Party headquar- 
tersin Sflrith Square. ' 

-■■■ The Prime Minister’wifl be 
accompanied by Sheila Gunn, 
his personal press secretory, 
Howell James, his chief policy 
adviser, and speech writers. 
LoidCranborne, Leader of the 
Lords, wm co-ordinate the Gov- 
ernment's business, while Mr 
; Major is .away, operating from 
Downing Street dtroagb the 
election business unit 


*• ; ’;V : '■ 
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Hfgh-flyer: John Major at Pangboume yesterday with the Sikorski helicopter which he will use for day trips, allowing him to return to London at night 
A 737 jet has been loaned by Sir Michael Bishop of British Midland for longer trips with political colleagues Photograph: Brian Hams 


Foreign donors give Conservatives plenty of trouble 


uinsuan noftnar .. • • 

Westminster Correspondent. 

The recent history crfT br y fun c ii r^ has 
been dominated by donations from 
foreign sources, same highly contro- 
versial The mosf troublesome was 
£440,000 from Aril Nadir, the Cypri- 
ot businessman Who fled Britain af- 
ter his PoDy Peck group, faried. . 


The Conservatives have refused all 
: calls to return the money and (he re- 
ceivers of the company said it would 
cost too much to try to recover it 
■ Octav Botnar, former boss of Nis- 
san UK, gave £90,000 and is now liv- 
• ingfo Switzerland, having fled from 
tiKautbbxiiies.The Sundry Tones aid 
'Ma Qring-kWan, one of Hong Kong's 
richest men, gave £500,000 because 


be has sought help bringing his elderly 
father - wanted by Hong Kong po- 
lice-back to Hong Kong without fear 
of prosecution. 

Other Hong Kong donors includ- 
ed the late Sir YK Pao. head of 
Wharfe Holdings, who gave £lm, and 
Li Ka String, who donated £900,000. 

1 Peter Woo, who took over from his 
father-in-law, YK Pao, as head of 


Wharfe Holdings, gave 0)0,000 in 
1994. Stephen Byers, a Labour front- 
bencher, identified another five Hong 
Kong ritizens who gave a total of just 
under £500,000. 

John Latsis, a Greek shipping 
magnate, gave £500,000 before the 
last election, which was recently con- 
firmed by Lord McAlpine. former 
party treasurer. Mr Latsis is thought 


to have given other donations 
amounting to a total of £1.5m. 

Mohamed A1 Fayed, owner of Har- 
rods. gave £250,000 in 1987 but has 
.since fallen out with the Tories. 
Probably the biggest recent British 
contributor was Graham Kirkham, a 
recently knighted businessman, who 
provided a “soft loan" of £4m. 

The Tories refuse to submit then- 


accounts to public scrutiny, saying J»v 
nations are a private matter between 
donor and recipient. A Conservative 
Central Office source privately denied 
that much money was obtained from 
abroad but admitted: “Lois comes 
from people on the Honours List. 
That’s where you should look if 
you're interested in finding out where 
the monev comes from.” 


Lib Dems 
the poor 
relations 
among the 
parties 


Barrie Clement 

The Liberal Democrats are very 
much the poor relations when 
compared with Labour and the 
Conservatives. The party will 
spend between £5m and £6m on 
the election, some £2-5ra of 
which will be disbursed by Lib- 
Dem headquarters at Cowley 
Street, Westminster and the 
rest by constituency committees. 

Lord Holme, head of the 
general election campaign, cal- 
c uJaied the two other parties wfll 
spend five or 10 times more. He 
says his organisations has no 
“sugar daddies”. While the par- 
ty receives a “six-figure sum” 
fK»m the Rowntree Trust, most 
donations are Jess than £100. 

•Our money comes from real 
people. The ‘Peoples' Party’ 
receives cash from trade unions. 
The Tories get their money 
from Hong Kong millionaires 
hecause most reputable multi- 
nationals have long since 
stopped funding them,” he said. 

Lord Holme said the bulk of 
the Lib Dems' election funds are 
generated by voluntaiy activity 
such as cheese and wine parties. 

Some £300,000 will be set 
aside for the threc-and-a-half 
week “leader’s lour” during 
which Mr Ashdown will spend 
most of his time in (he “battle 
bus". A “season ticket" for the 
roadshow, which starts to roll on 
7 April, will cost newspapers, ra- 
dio stations or television com- 
panies £6.350 for each of their 
representatives. There wfll also 
be the occasional flight, some- 
times by helicopter as befits a 
former Roy al Marine officer. 

Stop-off points are being kept 
under wraps, but much attention 
will be focused on south-west 
Britain, especially where the 
party came second to the Con- 
servatives. 

Lord Hobne said: “My slogan 
is a saying of my mother's: If 
you've got no money, you have 
to think. We will be nimble. We 
will be leaner and meaner than 
our rivals.” 


Labour’s fleet of Rovers 
□lus Prescott’s silver bus 


Dan Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Labour has spent tensof thou- 
sands of pounds hiring a fleet 
of 40 Rover saloon cars to ferry 
its senior politicians around 

U AJt&ougb the 

fused to odnunent on its elec- 
tion arrangements or on what 
they would cost, the-tdl for its 
executive cars would amount to 

almost £80,000 at commercial 

rates. . 

Tony Blair is also expected 
have two “battle-buses” , arii 
access to a helicopter, while 
John Prescott will travel in a. 
spedally-coaverted coach. But 
cibdshadowCabinfit members 


wil] travel mainly mthe special 
election cars and by train. 

Some of the tease vehicles 
wifi be based at party regional 
o f fices around the country for 
the use of officials and visiting 
politicians. Others mil stay in 
London and win ferry senior fig- 
ures around the capital and on 
electioneering visits- to .the. 
provinces. 

The cars will form a major 
part erf Labour’s battle armoury, 
thoogh their cost will only make 
up a fraction of the total election 
bill, which is expected to come 
to between £15m and £20m. 

At the last election the par- 
ty spent £ 10m. £7.6m of it dur- 
ing 1992 and the rest during the 
preceding three years, bat this 


time the bill is expected to be 
much higher. 

In the past, 80 per cent of the 
party's funding came from the 
trades unions but that figure is 
thought to have dropped to 
around 50 percent. However, 
fund-raising from business has 
been intense, with individual do- 
nations believed to be in excess 
of£6m. 

Among the high-profile fig- 
ures who are reported to have 
gjven money to the party are 
Alec Reed, founder of the Reed 
Personnel Sendees employment 
agency, and Greg Dyke, chief ex- 
ecutive of Hsarsorr Television. 

The “Prescott Express” was 
unyefled yesterday with great 
ceremony. The former 50-seatcr 


coach has been painted silver- 
grey with a red-rose logo and the 
slogan: “Prescott Express on the 
Road.” It also bears the legend: 
“It’s Good to Vote.” Inside 
there is a conference area, work 
space, a rest room and a kitchen, 
ft also carries a portable stage 
and sound system. 

Mr Blair’s two buses have not 
yet been seen, but they will be 
visible every day during the 
main election campaign. The 
Labour leader is also expected 
to charter planes when necessary. 

After the party’s conference 
last September Mr Blair left by 
helicopter for a tour of mar- 
ginal seats, and be is expected 
to take similar trips during 
the election. 
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Ireland Correspondent ■; - 

A new Labour government 
would look again tiae. coii- 
tiniung controversy over'-the 
Bloody Sunday kilhngs with an 
open maid, tiw party’s North- 
ern Ireland spokes m a n . Mo 

Mowlam, said yestertay- . 

Dr Mowtem.wbo described 
the new evidence which had 
-emerged as “disturbing”, was 
speaking as the irish 
xnent -.along with most of the 
otter jnajorpailies -contaaied 

topresswriiiere^euingofm- 

qiuries into the incident, when 
13 men and youths wpt shot 
dead by paratroops m' Lon- 
dbndertymTamfaiyl^ .. 
The latest surge of nHerest 


sSS&Si.'iS .JShftdSES 


Dubfiri^ £mdoy Bus«tess Post, 
both of which produced rar 


was presentffiai day- OrrGvm- 
neMAfewsasafliersaid: C°m- 


> n^ipd ofl5 minutes. Itomg 
that jferfod a mmfecfoffairiy 
: unfortunate dec^tonswere 


made by individuals on the 
ground which led to some 
shameful and disgraceful acts 
being perpetrated.” 1 

The Dublin newspaper pro- - 
ducedan account jof a soldier 
wbo madea number ofserious 
allegations. Among these were 
daims that some cu the killings 

had occurred after an order had 
been given to ceasefire, and that 

soldiers bad made use of ffiegal 
“dum-dum” bullets, which had 
been ddetored-to inflict man- 
mum damage. ; 

' According to this soldfer his 
statement of events, to be giv- 
en to the Widgety tribunal 
which, investigated the deaths, 
had been repteced by a fiction- 
alised account designed fo con- 
ceal the fact thatsbots had been 
fired into a crowd. 

The Irish, government is 
compfling a dossief, incorpo- 
rating this and other evidence, 
Which is to be presented to the 
British- government. The 
TJ^isearii,JoiffiKul6n,hastak- 
eo a personal mterest m the con- 
nwersy and described the 
soldier’s dates about his state- 
ment as “mcredibjy worrying”. 


Former Sunday Times 
editor admires. Blair 

Andrew. Nefl. former editor of the Tory-leaning Sunday 
Times, is a “great admirer” ofTbny Blair and would love 
the Labour leader to give him a job, according to an 
interview in today’s New Statesman. Mr Neil, who is now 
editor-in-chief of The Scotsman, says Mr Blair has (he 
makings of a radical prime minister. 

“Maybe Mr Blair is looking for ambassador in TOishington? 
A bead of the Downing Street Policy Unit? He’ll need a good 
radical to keep him on the straight mid narrow. That's my 
tear: that heTI be too establishment, surrounded by all these 
public schoolboys,” he says. Fran Abrams 

Gay challenge to MPs 

The gay. rights group Outrage! is to challenge 20 allegedly 
homophobic MPs to watch gay sex videos to check whether 
* feelings. 
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they have latent h 


Peter Tatcfaell, the group’s spokesman, said research by 
Professor Henry Adams of the University of Georgia 
showed that 80 per cent of men who said they were 
exclusively heterosexual were sexually aroused by 
homoerotic image ry. Outrage! has written to the MPs, who 
voted against liberalising homosexuality laws in 1994, 
inviting them to undergo Professor Adams’ test. The 
campaigners claim the professors findings support theories 
that homophobia is often indicative of repressed 
homosexual feelings. biuisc Jury 

Dream on 

The Rainbow Connection Dream Ticket Leisure Party 
plans to stand candidates in 50 scats on a manifesto to ■ 
scrap. Par liam ent and introduce electronic voting to every 
house in Britain - for which everyone would be paid £300. 


Your PC can now typ<» what you >ay. It’s so simple, it s called YoireType Simply Speakiug. 
the new dictation software from I KM. \our thought!: go directly from your spoken word to 
\our screen. It types 70 to 100 words a minute and is smart enough to know the difference 
between ’right' and ‘write*. So if you feel like a good chaL \oiceType cun he found at the 
computer dealer shown or try your local computer shop. 

* Further information can he found at wwu. software. ibm.com /is/ voieetype 
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Anti-abortion debate: Fledgling party unveils pictures of dead babies it want s to use in TV broadcast 

Prolife 
group to 
challenge 
censors 


Louise Jury 

Anti-abortionists who plan to 
fight the ejection in ar least 50 
constituencies yesterday un- 
veiled the graphic pictures of 
dead babies they want to tele- 
vise in an election broadcast. 

The Prolife Alliance said it 
would challenge any attempt to 
censor the scenes because it was 
“important that the reality is 
shown". Bruno Quintavalle, its 
director, said it was entitled to 
have its views aired on television 
because it will be fielding 
enough candidates to Qualify for 
a broadcast slot. 

He could see no justification 
for not showing the film of 
aborted foetuses. “We have al- 


ready been seeing a lot of very 
horrifying footage - scenes 
from Rwanda, Bosnia and oth- 
er atrocities that the public felt 
important was seen,” he said. 

The clips come from a nine- 
minute American film with 
footage from a Tfcxas abortion 
clinic. Individual limbs and 
beads as well as whole foetus- 
es are clearly visible. 

The alliance is sanding on an 
“absolutist” platform whereby 
all abortion should be banned, 
although an exception would be 
made rf the woman's life was at 
risk. Mr Quintavalle, a 25-year- 
old philosophy graduate, said: 
“We don’t believe that abortion 
is any solution in a civilised 
world. It’s not about presenting 



Campaign launch: Jane Neiteen, a Prolife Alliance candidate, at yesterday's bri^nA 
dead babies were shown. Inset: a lapel badge showing the feet of a 10-week-old foetus Photograph. Kalp<sh Lathvgra 


a package of compromises. 
There is no way we can ascribe 
some magical date after whidi 
human life has a value it didn’t 
have before.” The alliance 
wanted to get “the truth” de- 
bated openly, he said. “The na- 
tion is in denial about abortion. 
It is important that if people are 
going to support abortion they 
are aware of what it entails." 

Dr Michael Jarmulowicz, a 


consultant pathologist, said he 
had come across many women 
who had been traumatised by 
abortion. “I think people need 
to know before hand what they 
are letting themselves in for." 
The alliance estimates that its 

campaign will COSt less than 

£1 00,000 and wifi be funded by 
individual donations. Many of 
its candidates are Muslim or 
Catholic, although it has no of- 


ficial ties with any faith. Tory 
ministers Douglas Hogg, Vir- 
ginia Bottomley and Sir George 
Young and Labour MPs Jack 
Cunningham and Margaret 
Hodge are among those who 
will face a prolife candidate. 
Jane Nielsen, 30, a Catholic 
from Liverpool, said she had de- 
cided to stand because too fre- 
quently ordinary people did 
not speak out 


A BBC spokesman said any 
party whidi was fieUfing 50 can- 
didates qualified for a party 
political broadcast slot. Howev- 
er, all broadcasts had to meet 
its standards of taste and de- 
cency. They must not be “of- 
fensive to public feeling”. 
Similarly, the ITV network and 
Channel 4 must follow the In- 
dependent Television Commis- 
sion code on taste and decency. 
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Free insurance and 0% APR 
over 2 years on all Escorts . 
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• 1.3i engine, 5 speed 

• Driver's airbag 

• Stereo/radio cassette 

• Safeguard engine immobiliser 

• 60:40 split rear seat back 


Side impact door beams 

5 door and estate models 
also available** 

Azura 1.4i 3 dr with power 
steering £10,495 on the road' 




smarting as ‘Sun’ 
ripsprts the cause 


Rob Brown 

Media Editor • • _ _ 

Kinning Park, Rttpeit Mur- 
doch’s mini Wkppiog on Clyde- 
side, yesterday ]omed Gifioden 

and Glencoe as a sceneof be- 
trayal in the Scottish national- 
ist psyche when the only dafiy 
newspaper to support the cause 
of Scottish independence de- 
serted it on the battlefield 

The pi r tTrp ffgd edition of the 
Sun - which came out in sup- 
port ofa separate Scottish stare 
m the run-up to the 1992 elec- 
tion - not only brutally turned 
its back on Alex Salmond s 
Scottish Nationalist Party, but 
urged its 400,000 subscribe re 
north of theborderto lay down 
their claymores and rally behind 
that smooth-talkiiig Sassenach, 
Tbny Blair. 

Mr Salmond instantl y and m- 
stinctively blamed the oppres- 
sive English for this sudden 


al. Bui it’s a start,” If Labour’s 
promised Scottish assembly 
Jumedouiwbea-stombte , 
this would reinforce the areu- 
memfor independence - ■ and if 

it was a success Scots would seek 

more power. • 

But Mr Salmond said the 
election in Scotland was a two- 

torse race between the SNP and 
Lab our and claimed the paper s 
Scottish staff had resisted the 
decision. 

“The Scottish Sun has been 
forced to changs its line through 
orders from London,” he said, 
adding that the move was in line 
with Labour’s “purge" of the 
Labour Party in Scotland. 

“If Tony Blair set up a Scot- 
tish assembly, no doubt he 
would put the thumbscrews on 
that as well.” be said., 

Labour in Scotland wel- 
comed its latest convert, despite 
ihe &wfr qualification thatit still 
supported independence as a 



Rallying call: Yesterday’s edition of the Scottish 
Sun, which urged voters there to hack Tony Blair 


switch of allegiance. The 
“thumbscrews” had applied on 
the paper from London, where 
the Fnglish edition of the Sun 
had deserted the Ibries and 
backed Mr Blair 24 hours pre- 
viously. Tm not so much-angry 
as sad - sad when any Scottish 
institution has to swallow an im- 
posed line from south of the 
border," he told BBC Radio 
Scotland. 

In words which would have 
had William Wallace's hung, 
drawn and quartered body bir- 
Iingm its grave, the Scottish Sun 
splashed its policy shift in a 
front-page editorial under die 
headline “Bravehearts must 
wait ._ it’s time for brave 
heads.” 

The leading article argued: 
“We are throwing our weight 
behind the Labour Party at this 
election. Their plans for a Scot- 
tish parliament are far from ide- 


long-tenn goal 
Jon Wallace, the Scottish 
Liberal Democrat leader, said 
the newspaper's support for 
independence in Scotland and 
the Tories in England had 
always been “bizarre". But the 
Scottish T«y party chairman. Sir 
Michael Hirst, said: “A news- 
paper whidi one day supports 
independence and then the 
next supports Unionism is 
showing the consistency of a 
weather vane on a stormy day." 
' Neither Rupert Murdoch nor 


yesterday. But they are, obvi- 
ously, poised on both sides of 
the border to pen ary comment 
which the Australian-Ameri- 
can media believes wifi 
advance the construction of his 
global media empire from now 
until 1 May. 
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CDCC LEATHER CARRY CASE -. 
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Cellphones 


Free Insurance offer ends 10.4.97, so ensure you see your local dealer now. To find them call 0345 55 22 77. 

Subject to availability. Ends 31.05.97. ’0% APR Finance Example: Escort Azura 1.3i 3dr. Recommended retail pnee including VAT at 17.5% is £9,330. ’On the road price £9,995 is the recommended 
retail price plus £665 covering delivery to dealer, 12 months road fund licence and estimated cost of fuel and number plates. Deposit (50%) £4,997.50. Balance £4.997.50. Total charge for credit - nil 1 
Total amount payable £9,995. Term 25 months with 24 monthly payments of £208.23. APR 0%. Written quotations are available on request from Ford Credit Europe pic. PO Box 46, Brentwood E«yv 
CMi 3 3AR. Finance is provided subject to status to over 18's only. Certain categories of business users are ineligible. "At extra cost. ‘12 months subject to age and status ends 10 04 97. 
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Kalfiwfae Butfar 

Sales of British beef nrEurope ■ 
appeared Jaist . night -to be 
doomed permanent^ fnllrroing 
agreement on new EU rules' 
forcing all beef to be marked 
with its country of origin. 

Govemratmr efforts to fight 
the controversial scheme amid 
fears, it -couljd undermine, at- 
tempts to revive exports after 
the EU tradeCT*aigb isfiftai, 
were, overruled at a meeting of 


The move comes in a bid tore- 
store consumer confidence in 
beef, still shaken a year to the 
day after- Stephea .DorriiTs- 
House of Commons statement , 


Family to sue 
overCIQtleatt 

Relatives ofa stodeart^hotfied 
firbm^neic variauff Creiatz- 
fd dt Jakob Disease (CJDythat. 
scientists have finked to “mad 
cow” disease havewtinlegal,aid 
to sue the Government, writes 
Charles Arthur. 

The announcement comes 
exacty.ayear after Stephen 
DorreU, the Health Secretary, 
toH RoVamatfOat thebest ex- : 
planatJon for the 10 cases then: 
lowmi of ‘VCJD"was exposure 
to the agent that canses borine 
spongiform encepal opaOi^ or 
BSE, in cattle. 

Peter Hall, 20, dlea in.Feb- 
rnary!996.TheNqrthDurhara 
coroner Geoffrey Burt told the 
inquest that the blame lay with 
BSE-contaoainated heel- Pe- 
ter’s brother John, a student, 
has won backtngfrom the Le- 
gal Aid Board to take action. . 


a worldwide _ health scares 
Agreement on the labelKrig. 
rules came 'aft er a three^Sy de- . 
bate which saw Britain lose the 
battle against the first return to 
national food promotions m the 
40-year existence of the Com- 
monAgri cultural-policy. 

The only concession was (hat. 
British consumers will not have, 
to be told where the meat they 
buy originates from. This, the 
Govemroentbad argued, would 
place an unrealistic burden on 
retailers and producers. ; 

Mandatory identification of 
thecounUy of origin of beef on 
sate m shops ydn con» into foice 
from 1 Jaxiuaiy,2000 T accoTdiiig 
to the deal agreed yesterday. 
Britain will be free to omit la- 


bels on meat sold domestically 
. or abroad provided the country 
of export ^also opting out of the' 
. scheme.. ta practice, only Italy 
is expected to opt oul ' 

Before 2000, member states 
' . can bring relabelling on a vol- 
untary basis for bee f produced 

• and marketed at home. This, for 
example, will allow the French 

- immediately to legalise the 
“ Viande FraasaLse” stickers on 
-French beef which have . pro- 
voked anger from neighbouring 
countries which daim they are 
a form of trade discrimination. 

It seems clear that if, as ex- 
pected, other EU countries 
imiark the origin of their beef, 
then arty British beef which 
finds if way into supermarkets 
in Europe will also be readily- 
identifiable merely by the ab- 
sence of a sticker: 

. ; The European Commission 
.had .aJsb voiced reluctance 
abouttfre scheme which flies in 

■ the fecebf the prinripfes of the 

'jsiri^te inarket, but condemna- 
■'•noQOf its hajadfihgpffobd safe- 
ty led to a change of heart 
“Consumers want more infor- 
matioa They now want to know 
how meat is produced,” said a 
spokesman: .• *. 

■ Ptople whooat sheep's liver 

• Or kkmeys more: than once a 
' week could be at risk dfpoison- 
; mg by cadmium, a heavy met- 

-af found in sewage sludge, 
r jHXXJiriing to newresearch com- 
nnssfosed bythe Government. 

Preliminary results of the 
work, published in today’s New- 
Scientist, commissioned by the 
Minisljy of Agriculture, Fish- 
eries and Food (Maff), found 
that tire ^fivers of sheep which 
had grazed on land fertilised 
with sewage sludge had levels of 
cadmium eight times higher 

than sheep grazing on clean pas- 
ture. The concentration aT cad- 
mium in thdur kidneys was six 
times-bigber. 

“TJfc' finding, also presents 
problems for water companies, 

: which, after 1 998, will prob ably 
face a European ban on the I 
dumping ofsewageshidge in the ; 
sea, mid are expected to try to 
increase its use-as fertiliser. A 
third of the 30 minion tonnes of 
sewage sludge produced each 
year in Britain is dumped into 
the sea, a third is incinerated or 
buried in landfill sites, and a 
. third is given to fanners. 

Cadmium is introduced into 
sewage through industrial pro- 
cesses such as electroplating. In 
-bunrans, it causes kidney and fiv- 
er damage and. affects the op- 
eration of the red blood cells. 



Fitting tribute: Delegates carrying wreaths in a mock funeral yesterday at the opening of the UK Clothing and Textile National Conference in Great Y a™®^ h * N ® 1 *® 1 * 1 
march, staged by the GMB union, marked the death of jobs caused by the migration of the industry to low-wage, third-worid countries Photograph. Biyn Colton 
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H0H6BAS6 

Weathercoat 
Masonry Paint 
Smooth or 
Textured 
Brilliant White 
5 litres 
W as£W99 
Save £2 

£ 9-99 I 


MMMEBASE 


1 Kitchen^ 




Rrlism* 

interior »jttt jadCt*l*£\ 


£799 1 

H0MEBASE 

Kitchen & 
Bathroom 
Emulsion 
Brilliant White 
2-5 litres 
WasSW-fV 
Save £3 



HOMEBASE 

Brilliant White 
Emulsion 
Matt. Silk or 
Soft Sheen 
5 litres 
WasJE-ST 
Save £1 

I £ 7-99 


HeWEBASH 


.BRILLIANT 


M 



EaSJ0S®[ 

IYlMATT., 

Inferior 


€ £11-99 I 

SBgmVKM 

CROWN 

• \ Advance Emulsion 

7..^: ^ Choice of colours 

ADVANCE ' 2-5 litres 

Was£W*99 Save £3 


Coloured 
Emulsion 
Matt Silk 
or Soft Sheen 
Choice of colours 
2 5 litres Was JE4W 
Save £2 


Brilliant 
White 
Emulsion 
Matt or Silk 
5 litres 
WasJKW 
Save £1-50 



CROWN 

Pure Brilliant White 
Emulsion 
Malt or Silk 
5 litres 
Was JEM-79 - 
Save £2-50 


CRG 


HOMEBASE 

T Emulsion Roller Kit Was S&Kf Save 50p 



£ 9*29 





HOMEBASE 

Evencoat Flexible 
Ceiling Paint 
Brilliant White 
Matt or Silk 
2-5 titres 
Was 5W? Save £1 



HOMEBASE 

Garden 
Tlmbercare 
Choice of colours 
9 litres 
WasXMV Save £2 
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Inspectors 


let private 


schools 


off lightly 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Inspection teams which moni- 
tor standards on behalf of 
independent schools are too 
reluctant to criticise poor heads 
and senior teachers, according 
to the Government’s schools 
inspectorate. 

And the inspectors, organised 
by associations representing 
independent schools, should 
be more prepared to say 
unequivocally that standards 
are not high "enough. 

Two reports from the Office 
for Standards in Education 
lOfsiedJ examined the inspec- 
tions systems used by the five 
major" independent school 
associations and covering more 
than 1 .300 schools. 

O filed concluded that the 
inspections were usually 
objective, rigorous and helped 
schools improve, but inspectors 
needed to do more to discover 
whether pupils in independent 
schools, which are usually 
selective, were fulfilling their 
potential. 

The reports look at the sys- 
tem operated by top public 
schools in the Headmasters' 
and Headmistresses' Confer- 
ence ( HMC) and the Accredi- 
tation. Review and Consultancy 
Service (ARCS) one used by 
other independent schools. 

On HMC inspections, the 
report says that there are con- 
siderable strengths and consid- 
erable defects. “In most HMC 
schools it is to be expected that 
standards of attainment axe 
well above national norms, giv- 
en the advantages which the 
schools and pupils generally 
enjoy. Few of the reports seri- 
ously tackle the key question of 
whether, given these circum- 


stances, the progress pupils 
make is all that it should be." 

Ofisted says ARCS inspec- 
tions provide a useful agenda 
which most schools take seri- 
ously but ‘'there is a tendency 
in some teams to fight shy of 
criticism of senior manage- 
ment.” In addition, the team 
leader rarefy checks the quali- 
ty of the evidence provided by 
the team. 

Where inspectors use exam 
results to compare standards in 
independent schools with those 
in other schools “a significant 
number use the results for all 
maintained schools which will 
tend to flatter these schools, 
many of which are to some ex- 
tent selective.’’ 

Both systems should be more 
transparent to parents. Ofisted 
says. Publication of the reports 
is "at the schools' discretion. 
HMC schools give parents a 
summary, but they are not enti- 


tled to the full report as they 
would be in the state sector. Both 


would be in the state sector. Both 
systems meet their own. differ- 
ent objectives, but both need to 
address weaknesses if they wish 
to gain full credibility. 

Vivian Anthony/ secretary 
of HMC, said: “We are pleased 
that Ofeted recognises that 
schools are being improved as 
a result of inspection. It is no 
surprise, chat, after an operation 
of less Chan three years, there 
are some weaknesses; these 
will be addressed.” 

Averfl Burgess. ARCS chair- 
man, said they vindicated in- 
spections in their two main 
objectives- to give assurance on 
standards and contribute to 
school improvement. The 
organisation is to press ahead 
with establishing reliable ways 
of assessing pupils' ability across 
the full range of schools. 
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Survivor: A rare Essex pig from the herd belonging to barrister Iain Whitney, 45, peering out from a field near Pitterton Horsey; Warwickshire. The breed was 

with the Wessex saddleback by the British Pig Association In 1967 but a nest of the pure strain In the Midlands was officially recognised last year Photograph: Jorai Lawrence 


Warning over failing health of the nation 


Annabel Ferriman 


Two big kffleis - lung cancer and 
skin cancer - are setto become 
more common m future because 
the Government is Ming to 
reach the targets laid down in 
its Health of the Nation White 


Paper, MPs warned yesterday. 
The all-parry Public Ac- 


The aJl-parrv Public Ac- 
counts Committee said it was 
“dismayed by the rise in teenage 
smoking", which would have 


“consequent 01-effects on the 
population, including the inci- 
dence of cancer and vascular 
disease”. 

Health of the Nation* pub- 
lished in 1992. aimed to reduce 
smoking among li- 15-year-olds 
by at least a quarter, from 8 per 
cent to 6 per cent of the age 
group by 1994. In fact, it went 
in the opposite direction, in- 
creasing by a half, to 12 percent 

MPs called on the Depart- 


ment of Health, with the De- 
partment of the Environment 


and the Department for Edu 
cation and Employment, to ex 


cation and Employment, to ex- 
plore what further action could 
be taken to reverse this trend. 


Members noted the “steep 
year-on-year rise to 1988 in 
cases of skin cancer and. al- 
though these trends appeared to 
have ieveDed off up to 1992, the 
latest information showed a 
further rise”. Noting that most 


cases are avoidable, they “urged 
the Department to consider 
what more can be done to re- 
duce the incidence of this dis- 
ease through further improve- 
ments in health education 1 ”. 

The department had made 

5 regress, however, on II out of 
7 targets, moving in the tight 
direction on cancer of the cervix 
and breast, heart disease, stroke 
and teenage pregnancy. 

The nation was getting fatter 


and lazier, which members 
feared would have a knock-on 
effect on future rates of heart 
disease. The White Paper had 
recommended male obesity 
should come down by a quarter 
and female obesity % a third. 

Finally, the committee also 
expressed its concern at the rise 
in drinking among women —one 
in seven were now drinking 
more than 14 units of alcohol 
a week, double tire target set in 


Health of the Nation - and the 
rising suicide rate among Asian 
women. 

Dr Sandy Macro, chairman 
of the British Medical Associa- 
tion, said that more drastic ac- 
tion was needed to combat til- 
health. On the failure to meet 
obesity targets, be urged posi- 
tive measures to improve traf- 
fic safety and reduce street 
crime so adults and children 
could walk to work and school 
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Growth PEP and has meant .that our PEP 
has never been out of the top 10% of funds 
of its kind.* 


Time is running out if you want to make the most of your PEP allowance this tax year 


The tax year ends on 5th April, so time's running out if you want to take advantage 
of this year's PEP allowance. For most people, the decision to invest in a PEP is easy 
- the problem is deciding which of the hundreds of PEPs available is the right one. 

What'S a PEP? , 


The facts 

0 If you're thinking of investing in a 
PEP, you should be prepared to keep 
your money invested for at least five 
years, but you have full access to it 
whenever you want. 

® You can invest a lump sum of 
between £1,000 and £6,000 each tax 
year in the Virgin Growth PEP, or you 
can save regularly from as little as 
£50 a month. 

@ Please remember that while a PEP 
can offer potentially higher returns, 
your capital is not at risk in a building 
society, but it is in a PEP. 

Tie® e*a«asr$ efan 


PEPs (Personal Equity Plans) were introduced by the Chancellor in 1987 to 
encourage people to save. The Virgin Growth PEP is a simple tax-efficient 
way of investing in the stock market, if you leave savings in a bank or 
building society you may only be rewarded with a pitifully low rate of 
interest - and you'll probably have to pay tax on it! 
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Our investment strategy 


(t doesn't depend on expensive 
ri and unreliable fund managers. 


You can only invest in one 
£sbJidbi!« floral PEPeaditaxyear. so it's 
Ytol that you choose the right 
one for you and act quickly. 
For an Information pack on the Virgin Growth 
PEP, please give us a call on 0345 95 95 95. 
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We looked at nearly 1,000 PEPs 


tk before designing our own, so 


’’ . •’ we knew exactly what needed 

■- • to be done to beat them. It's 

hardly surprising that in just over two years, 
our no-nonsense approach has attracted over 
100,000 customers and we currently look after 
over Viz billion of their money. Our customers 


tell us that they like the way we've cut out 
salesmen and their high commission and 
passed the cost saving back to them. We've 
also found that we're attracting thousands of 
savers who had previously been put off investing 
in a PEP because of all the gobbledegook and 
hidden charges. You won't find any of this at 
Virgin Direct. 


Your money buys shares in 
more than 900 companies on the London 
Stock Exchange, which make up the FT-SE 
Actuaries All-Share Index. This means that 
your money is effectively being looked after 
by a collection of the UK's top business brains^ 
rather than a single faceless fund manager. 
By pooling your Investment across a wide range 
of companies, you also reduce the impact of 
poor performance from any one company. 

This approach is called 'index tracking: 
ft's the strategy we've adopted for the Virgin 


^ At Virgfa Direct we offer 
straightforward, good value 
for money products and no 
gobWedegook Hus the 


0^ i. 


Virgin Direct Pwannl .fmaffifol .Service Ltd ii.rt-gVtKwJ by Xhft Persons* Investment Authority. ?csi aerforatanw is net rvc-ttswnly 3 guide to the future, “h* p'iro of unh\ ::: 
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• You m3y' noi'S'Ot' bocit alt tb* money you invest. Th« bast> of tx* may crionge and the vasue ci the tax benefit depends on bo-M much. tax you puv. For your sc curhv. . 
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Spark 




David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The Dovelist Dame Muriel 
Spark, 79,woo a £40000 lifetime 
achievecpear. award yesterday 
and said she would be gjvnm 
£10,000 to the Edinburgh school" 
tbal mspired-berctassic novel,. 
The Prime' OftOssJeari Brodie. 

The rest she wcmld useto buy 
“a lovely, new* suitable motor- 
car which J hope will. hear me 
in .and out of our famous tun- 
nel with ever mere ease and 
pleasured ' -- 

■•'."Thwel. she said in her accept- « 
ance speech, was the lifeblood 
of literature: “We We to fed 
at first hand- how' other people 
live apddie,wbat theysay , how 
they smell, how they are made: 

I recommend; travel to young 
authors. Andkdsoto auth o r s not 
so young-". 

The British Literature Prize, 
awarded , every tiro ye ary. by . 










rs. 


the David Goheri Family Cbar- 
itabie Triist,: is leagued to 
recognise a lifetime’s achieve- 
ment to a. living. British writer. 
Tbewhnet is giveri £30,000 phis 
a furthet£I0,GQftto cwnmission 
work which .wffl ' encourage 
young writers and readers-.; 

Theprize.was«et up .by fee 
Arts Council .in conjunction 
with David Cbherii a ttoctpr and 
arts benefactor. . The. judging 
panel solicits views from the! 
puBEc before making adedskin. 

Dame Muriel has written 


School I have a particular fond- 
ness for the school and 1 feel 
very strongly that young people 
. should be encouraged to explore 
their creative talents. I hope this 
: award wfll enable some of the 
pupils to do exactly that. 

> '‘I think Jam right ; m saying 
that James Gillespie’s School 
■was founded exactly 200 years 
ago, in 1797, under the wffl of 
a prosperous snuff merchant, 
James Gillespie himself. I at-, 
tended the. school for 12 years 
and celebrated this important 


1'iTb'i-j m ii^»j <nf« fTJTV-M > ' * 4 1 wuuTrftTFjWr&iiVTfl 


stories and biographies. Bnt‘ 
her name remains most" clear- 
ly associated with her 1961 hov- 
el The Prime. Of 
Brodie;- about an Edinburgh 
schoolteacher who .exercises a 
powerful and dangerous influ- 
ence over her charges. It was 
memorably adapted info a film 
starring Maggie Smith. * 
Announcing that she would 
be gmng£10X)00 to her former 
school, James Gillespie’s High 
School in Edinburgh, Dame 
Muriel said: “It is a wonderful 
opportunity to be able, to pre- 
sent a gift for natural activities 
to James Gillespie's High 


Miss Jean Brodie? 

\ Receiving the prize at a re- 
ception in London last night. 
Dame Murid ’added: “The stat- 
ed purpose of the award for a 
lifetime’s achievement’ is one 
that gready appeals to me, for 
I have dedicated a lifetime to 
the art of letters and to perfect- 
ing it to the utmost of my tal- 
ents and capacities.” 

She reminisced on her first lit- 
erary effort, aged nine, a poem 
intended, she said, “as an im- 
provement on Robert Brown- 
ing Y77 h? Pied Piper Of Hamlin. 
My elders and teachers were 
somewhat intrigued by this ruth- 


DAILY POEM 

The Daffodils 

By Marita Over 
And now 1 don't know 


They had-the look r - 
ctf coDudir^sdniolgirJs, ' ; 

socking on straws, ' 

clear-eyed, insouciant... - . 
Launching themselves ... 
foam their vase oh the aD, . 

or maybe a vale, 

or the brew of a hill, . ' 

feey were almost evangelical 

anyway; all yeflow r .... 
with a feverish faith . 
in-somethiag. - .. . 


And I went quietly onife - : ‘- 
with a pair of rilver srissews at 
their. -. - •• • 

bonnetyopemism. 

tosnipbm.dteP'^thers; _ 

which fell..:.' 

like INEdas* eyelashes, / 




“Daffodils^a 

zine/lwTbtt,wl 


ijs. jnissue 147 offee quarterly arts m aga- 
cbhtains poetry, fiction, criticism and draw- 
ns Who'irklude Pteter Porter, Geoff Nicholson 


dims, London N6 •5BR. Marita Over, who won ah Eric Gre- 
gory Award hi 1992, wfll fae publishing Other Lilies laterfeis 
year^jfe frpgmore Press. '; t : - ■ - . 


Renewing your home insurance 

in March or April 
and v ant to save money ? 


If you are 50 or over call free ! 

0800 414 525 c a s~* \ 
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Green Flag gives you 
motGring assistance from as 
little as 8p per day. 
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Recovery only / 


.Roadside assistance 


£25-50 


£38, 
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. £93.00 

Total protection 

£145.00 


Calipee rnm an 

0800 001 353 
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Dame Maggie Smrth as 
the overbearing school- 
mistress with her charges 
in the film of The Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodie (left), 
based on Dame Muriel 
Spark’s 1961 novel. Dame 
Muriel (right) plans to 
donate £10,000 prize 
money to the Edinburgh 
school that inspired her 
novel Photographs K°bal 
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less rewriting ofthe ’Piper Pied 1 
as I called him, so as to rhyme 
with ‘he cried’. And so, where 
angels feared to tread I con- 
tinued to rush in with my im- 
provements on many such 
examples of English literature.” 


.A*' 


Professor Andrew Motion, 
chairman of the judges, said: 
“This year’s winner will be 
known to almost everyone in the 
country, her writing has become 
a pan of our life. Yet one of her 
greatest gifts is to make the 


£ 

W'M 
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things wc know seem new’ and 
strange and wonderful” 

Colin Finlayson. headteach- 
er at the school, said: "We are 
delighted to be honoured in this 
way by Muriel Spark. Her books 
have been of pan radar literary 


importance to generations of 
schoolchildren and I’m sure 
they will continue to be. 

The previous two winners of 
the prize, established in 1993. 
were playwright Harold Pinter 
and novelist VS Noipuul. 


How to vote if 
re away from home 

ill or disabled. 


The General Election has been 
called for 1 May 19SL Some people win 
be away from home or unable to attend 
their polling stations for other reasons. 
If this applies to yon - ox if you’ve 
moved home since 10 Octobex 1996 
- apply for a postal or proxy vote today. 

Marty areas in Ehghnd will also have 
local government elections on 1 May. 
Even if you already have a postal or 
proxy vote for these elections, this will 
not automatically give yon snch a vote at 
the general election. Apply now if in 
doubt (You can at the same time use 
this form to apply for a postal or proxy 
-vote at the local government elections; if 
you need one, tick the box in the form) 
WHEN TO APPLY 

RH in fee form and send it by first 
class post (or taka it by hand) to feel. 
Electoral Registration Officer for fee 
area where you are registered as 
an elector. 

He or she is normally based at the 
Council Offices. The address is in the 
phone book. The form most reach fee 
Sectoral Registration Officer no later 
than 5pm on 16 April 1991 
HOW TO APPLY USING THE FORM 

Part 1. Fill in part 1, Remember to 
give the reason why yon cant vote in 
person. Tick the box for local govexnrhent 
elections if you need to. 

Part 2. Fill in either part 2a or 
part 2b. If yon will be in the UR during 
the election period you can choose to 
vote by post or to appoint a ‘proxy’ 
(someone who will vote for you at your 
polling station). Postal ballot papers 
axe normally sent ont about a week 
before polling day, so make sure you 
tales this into consideration when you 
decide how to vote. 

If you wish to vote by post, fill in 
part 2a. You may riot vote by post from 
outside the UK. 

If yon wish to appoint a proxy, fill in 
part 2b. Tour proxy must be qualified 
to vote in the General Election. A proxy 
may not vote at fee same election for 
more than two people unless they are 
close relatives - husband, wife, parent, 
g randp arent, brother, sister, child or 

grandchild. 

If you Kve in Northern Ireland you 
cannot use this form. 'Em should contact 
•your local Electoral Office. 

if you need extra forms ask your 
Electoral Registration Officer. 


Register of Electors 


Application to vote by post or proxy at die General Election 

f prieper^son per form please 

Read the notes on the left before completing this form in BLOCK LETTERS 

SBST:1 About yourself 


Office use only 

Const. 

Poll District 

Elect. No. 

Tick here if you also need a postal 
or proxy vote at local government 
elections on 1 May |~^1 


tour name 


Present 

address 


Surname 

Forenames 


- Postcode Telephone nurober(s) (if any) 

Address on This might not be your present address if you have moved house since 10 October 1996. 

re^ibter ■ • - 


Reason. 

fbrtbis 

application 


toiir - 
Signature 

ERRT2 


Important-see notes on the left Give detailed reasons why you need an absent vote: 

/ cannot reasonably be expected to vote in person at my polling station at the election because 


By post 


Post or proxy voting? 

Read the notes on the left before you fill in either the By Post or the By Proxy section. If you choose 
to vote by post give here the UK address to which the ballot paper is to be sent. 


Postcode 


~wmmt If you choose to vote by proxy give the name and address of your proxy below. You must first maAe 
certain that the person is willing, and is allowed, to vote on your behalf - please read the notes on the left. 

Proxy's full name 

Proxy's address ■ 


Postcode 


P roxy's relationship to you (if any) 


Warning 


i 


Now sign the statement below. J 

l have consulted the person named above as proxy and he/she is willing and is allowed to vote on my behalf. I 

Signature Date | 

A fine of up to £5,000 can be incurred by anyone who on this application makes a statement he or she | 
knows to be false. | 

This form must reach the Electoral Registration Officer for the area where you are registered by | 
5pm on 16 April 3997 There is a separate form for people who need a postal or proxy vote because of i 
unforseen health reasons and have missed the normal closing date. Contact your Electoral Registration | 
Officer as soon as possible if this applies to you. . i 

Sc 1 


I Don’t lose your right to vote. 


Closing Date 5pm 16 April 1997. 
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international 


Papua PM 
tries to 


appease 
the rebels 


Michael Perry 

Reutere 


Pori Moresby - Papua New Guinea’s Prime Min- 
ister, Sir Julius Chan, yesterday offered an olive 
branch to rebel army officers, saying that his gov- 
ernment would consider dropping a plan to use 
mercenaries against Bougainville island. 

However, a helicopter pilot from the merce- 
naries said in Singapore that Papua New Guinea 

i J — 1 .^4.. he .vvnfrart untk 


had already cancelled its contract with British- 
based Sandline 


i International for the hire of the 

group. “The contract's terminated. It’s as sim- 
ple as that." the pilot said, but his comments could 
not immediately be confirmed. 

Sir Julius's statement came after a fresh chal- 
lenge to his authority as army officers rallied 
against the use of the mercenaries to quell a nine- 
year island uprising on resource-rich Bougainville 
and a street protest erupted in violence. 

Sir Julius said six of the forty mercenaries left 
Papua New Guioea yesterday. The other 34 re- 



Trouble spot Police in Port Moresby attempting to stop looting which began after a protest at army barracks 


Photograph: AP 


mained confined to barracks in the north of the 
country. He said he was is complete control of 
the South Pacific nation, which was thrown into 
chaos when he sacked the country’s army chief 
who had demanded his resignation over plans 
to use the mercenaries on Bougainville. Protesters 
yesterday delivered a petition which called for 


the mercenaries to be sent home and for Sir 
Julius's resignation. 

In Port Moresby, former army chief Jerry Sin- 
girok said last Ihesday that he accepted bis dis- 
missal but he remained in the main barracks, 
where 1,500 protesters arrived to support him 
in his <~ampaipn against Sir Julios. 


Protesters had earlier tried to entice soldiers 
to join, th em in a march on parliament house hut 
the soldiers cheered theanwtrile remaining in bar- 
racks. Violence followed within hours when 
demonstrators started looting nearby shops. Po- 
lice fired tear gas into the crowd and live am- 
monition over their, heads. 


WHICH PUNTO 


WOULD YOU PREFER? 



1. THIS PUNTO FOR 
.50 DEPOSIT, £77 A MONTH 
AND FINAL PAYMENT? 

(APR 5.4%) 


2. THIS PUNTO FOR 
£1,540.51 DEPOSIT, AND £174 
A MONTH? (APR 2.8%) 



& 


1 . LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT APR 5.4% 
FIAT EASIPLAN EXAMPLE PUNTO 555 3DR 


2. LOW DEPOSIT APR 2.8% 

HIRE PURCHASE EXAMPLE PUNTO 55S 3DR 


C«ih Priest 
fotiths rood) 

£7,627.38 

35 Months 

Poymanh 

£77.00 

Dsporit 

£2,658-50 

Final Payment* 

(inc £35 option fool 

£2r768»86 

Amount 

financed 

£4,968438 

APR 

5.4% 

Porlod 

37 Months 

Tutsi Charge 
for credit 

£636.98 

first Payment 
(inc £65 admin iw| 

£142.00 

Total Amount Payable 

£8,264.36 


Caifa Priest 
(oath* rood) 

SZ62Z36 

94 Monthly 

Poymtniv 

£174.00 

Deposit 

£1,540.51 

Ftool Paywnt 
(toe £25 option Am) 

£199.00 

Amount 

financed 

£64^86.87 

APR 

a.«% 

Period 

36 Months 

Total du^ga 
for CHKfit 

£267.13 

first Paymuirt ( 

(toe £&5 admin fee) 

£2394)0 

Total Amount Payable 

£7,894.51 | 


Would you like a Fiat Punto that offers an amazing combination 
of style, practicality and sheer originality? One that's designed by 
Giorgetto Giugiaro and was voted European Car of the Year 1995? 

Or would you prefer a Punto with safety features Hire side impact 
bars and seat belt pretensioners as standard? All fitted into an 


incredibly compact body that feels anything but small inside. 

No contest These Puntos are identical, they can both give you all 
of these things. The only difference is how yon pay. 

Visit your local dealer or call 0S00 71 7000 or hctp^/Www. fiatcom 
on the Internet for more information. 
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DRIVEN BY PASSION 


CARS SHCWJ RAT PUNTO 55$ 3W> AI £7*3733 CNT-E ROAD ffWI NQJJDB £S95 FC* D&MRf TO DEALER. MU 1 ®* FlAflES-WT AFC 12 MONTHS TO*C UCBtCE WO S CORRECT ATTIRE OF CONOID FVE55 1X97. Off® EWfi 31537. *5LtfKXTDTk£ 

VEHOE NOT HAWG EXCEEDED THE AGREED MLcAGECF IZOBHmFWAhWmAMSESMjWGOCOWNCfTOMaHTrra/AtAiiFrOAfJYCFJEACED >6 NO 0VH 9^£CTTOSTK7USAOJiU)N'rrH ANDACfl M381MTT MAT BERKjJRSlMs^llJMDeOST 
W% Of CASH PSICt WRITTEN QUOTATIONS WA LABLE ON REQUEST ROM HAT FINANCIAL SBWTOELPO BCOt IWW. EWNBUHCH EHII SVW.HAT FINANCIAL SERVICES S ATRAOVK STYLE OF FIAT AUTO FINANCIAL SKVICXS Lmrrm 
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Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 


Asked how Israel intended the 
message of Har Homa to be re- 
ceived by Palestinians, the se- 
nior' American diplomat was 
succinct He told a reporter 
from the daily Jerusalem Posr- 
“Israel’s message of Har Homa 
far Palestinians is: ‘Screwyotf “ 

' :Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, has adif- 
ferent explanation of why he 
decided to provoke a crisis by 
buikfihg the Jewish, settlement 
in Jerusalem. In fact he has two 
explanations, though they are 
somewhat contradictory- The 
first is that the settlement is to 
'house the rising population of 
the city. His second is that the 
motive for Har Homa is polit- 
ical, arid by binkfing there Israel 
is asserting its sovereignty in its 
capital 

.“Nobody has been been able 
to solve the mystery of how Ne- 
'tanyahu’s. brain operates.” 
writes. Israeli .columnist Yoel 
Marcus. *5 am wi&zqg tobet that 
jiiSt three months ago 90 per 
cent of. Israelis did not even 
know about the emsteoce ofHar 


ter last week. King Hussein of 

Jordan wrote that he «Wup 
with Mr Netanyahu’s right wmg 


why the Prime Minister nao 
felled to meet hiscoOTOTtinenls. 

A bizarre aspect or the Har 
Homa derision - since it was 
billed by the government as an 
. issue which united Israels — *s 
that a majority are agikist bund- 
ing now. A poll of Israeh Jews 


Homa. Today, Netanyahu is 


telling us: Tf we cave in now 
everything is lost* .” In one 
move, he argues^ Mr Netanyahu 
has turned Israel into an inter- 
national parah and squandered 
the credit it won by withdraw- 
ing from Hebron in January. 

Others point to a more seri- 
ous consequence of- the crisis. 
The Oslo accords of 1993 were 
intended to produce a stable 
balance of pow^ between Is- 
raelis and Palestinians over six 
years so the two peoples could 
live together peacefully. The ba- 
sis of the agreement was land 
for peace. Mr Netanyahu may 
ensnre that at Har jfdnft alia 
elsewhere on the West Bank 
Palestinians get less land, iatf fry 
the same token Israelis will get 
less peace. " . 

: An alternative explanation 
for Mr Netanyahu’s decision 
over Har Homa is that be was 
under intolerable pressure from , 
his right, wing. Bitter qverinsre- 
.trait in Hebron. thty forced 
hrian tobnfldaiHarHomainthe . 
hope, of sabotaging Oslo as a 
whole. Theprobtem with tins ar- 
gument fc-that the right of the 
Likud party has nowhere eke to 


gp. They do not want an elec- 
landt 


ban and the .alternative to the 
{present government is a coali- 
tionwith Labour which certainly 
rirouMimplement Oslo. In a let- 


per cent oppose starting con- 
struction at Har Homa now 
and 40 per cent are in. favour - 
although a majority believe in 

the right of Israel to build there. 

Asked if they supported the de- 
■ dsion to go ahead even at the 
price of international isolation 
and a conflict with the Pales- 
tinians, 28 per cent wanted to 
build and 57 per cent did not. 

These are not pleasing figures 
for Mr Netanyahu. They un- 
derline two important political 
facts. There is limited appetite 
in Israel for the military and po- 
litical effort necessary if Israel 
tries to continue to occupy 
large areas of the West Bank. 
Second, if Mr Netanyahu can- 
not deliver some sort of peace 
he can forget about being re- 
elected in three years tone. 

Wiry did Mr Netanyahu do 
it? The most obvious explana- 
tion is probably the best. He 
wanted to create a foot on Che 
map in East Jerusalem. Or 
Khalil Shikaki, a Palestinian 
political scientist, says: “The bat- 
tie fOT Jerusalem is only just be- 
ginning. They felt they could not 
wait-” - 

But the American diplomat 
is also probably right. Before his 
election last May, Mr Ne- 
tanyaha said the way to deal 
with Arabs was to be tough with 
tftgirn Thar demands were pro- 
portionate to wfaatthey thought 
they could get. By demolish mg 
a home for disabled Palestinian 
children in the Old City of 
Jerusalem and then opening a 
tunnel Into the Muslim quarter 
last year Mr Netanyahu tried to 
prove iris point. , . 

Thh result was disaster. In 
three days’ fightingin Gaza and 
; the West Bank 61 Palestinians 
and 15 Israelis were killed Few 
, exercises in political machismo 
have moved so counter-effec- 
tive. 'fesaxmonths later Mr Ne- 
tanyahu has once again picked 
an issue, this time at Har Hbma, 
which, unites Palestinians, 
divides Israelis and ensures his 
own isolation in the world. 


In many poor 
countries, 
women have 
to walk miles 
every day to 
collect water, 

carryingloads 
weighing as 
muchas20kgs 


There is a global water crisis. 

On Friday 21 March 1997 
The Independent, in association 
with Watered, will publish an 
eight-page report on 
what the problems 
are, andihowtiiey 



- cart be solved 
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Andrew Gwnbel While the charitable efforts 

- - have been laudabfe tbey appear 

— _ . to-be hosed. on a misuoder- 

■ Ia £ re ?“ fading of the situation in Al- 
JO,UUO refugees who have bama and an eveneraver mis- 
poured across the Adriatic from understanding of the nature of 
Albania m the past week, Italy the socaHed refugees 


. exnergenqr to match that of edty talked of {bod shortages, 
monarchic Balkan neighbour, abject poverty and civil war in 
The government announced Albania, when infect the short- 
it was setting aside some £25m ages have been temporary and 

tn IM TWlrtP nhphnr ' ^1 _ . V. 


to Albanians over the 
next three months and 
to give the “refugees* tempo- 
rary residence papers until con- 
ditions improved back home. 

Although intended to make 
Italy look like the good Samar- 
itan of the international com- 
munity, the state of emergency 
looked destined to perpetuate 
an alreadyabsurd sttiiation, in 
which Albanians with no par- 
ticularly good reason to leave 
their homeland take up the 
offer of a free holiday in Italy 
in the secure knowledge that 
they will be welcomed with 
open arms. •- 

While Albania’s other Euro* 


has sent in the army to patrol 
its borders and try to en&xne that 
the collapse of state authority 
in Albania does hot lead to un- 
fettered cross-border traffic in 
drujp and aims, Italy appears to 
have thrown caution to the 
winds. As a result, Greece has 
seen no significant increase in 
Albanian immigrants, while 
Italy is swamped. - 
Reception centres in Puglia, 
the Italian region facing Alba- 
nia on the Adriatic, have been 
overwhelmed - they were pre- 
pared for no more than 3,500 
refugees - and thousands, of 
people have been bussed to . 
cities in Toscany, Abruzzi and 
the. Marches. Clarities' have 
provided thousands of packets 1 
of nappies and biscuits and 1 
found foster-tomes for families ' 
with young children. 7 ’ 


the aimed gunmen ram paging 
around the country have been 
firing in the air, not at each oth- 
er. Although the situation hag 
calmed down in the past-few 
days, the number of boat peo- 
ple arriving in Italy has actual- 
ly increased. • 

As some Italian officials are 
be ginning to acknowledge, the 
“refagees” are not impover- 
ished vkiimsof Albania’s fraud- 
ulent pyramid schemes but 
families with at least $1,000 

S in ready cash —a small 
: in Albania- winch they 
have handed over to mafia 
gangs as the price for their 

passage 10 Italy. 

A significant minority have 
fled Albania because they fear 
criminal prosecution -either be- 
cause they have broken oar of 
jail during the recent chaos or 
because they profited horn the 
rampant corruption of the 
discredited regime of the past 
five years. 

Yesterday, the Italian army 
escorted nearly 300 ‘‘undesir- 
ables'' back to Albania amid 
growing fears of an outbreak of 
delinquency in and around the 
refugee reception centres. 

“Not only are the Albanian 
mqjjpsi arriving, but so are Al- 
banian weapons being put at 
the disposal of local organised 
crime groups,” warned Pier 
firi gi Yigna, Italy's top anti- 
mafia prasccaiorand one of the 
few officials in the country who 
seems to understand what is re^ 
ally going on. 



Suffer the children: Ermai Leka, 12, and three other boys recovering from bums in the University hospital, Tirana, Albania, where many children 
are injured after playing with bullets and explosives looted from government stores by rebels, and left on the streets Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Amnesty anger at asylum barriers 


Adrian Hatfiand 


on the governments of Europe to fulfil 
their obligations and offer asylum to 
refugees fleeing the violence and chaos 
in Albania. 

The human-rights organisation, 
launching a major campaign in highligh t 
the world refugee crisis, talked of the 
thousands of people attempting to leave 
Albania daily, adding to the 15 million 
already classified as refugees in differ- 
ent parts of the globe. 

Amnesty argued that while some Eu- 
ropean countries have been generous in 
the past, many are increasingly reluctant 
to honour international conventions. 

Such countries were making use of 
a u new battery of techniques” which are 
designed to keep refugees at bay. 
Amnesty said. 

The use of these techniques, the 
group added, which seek to pass the 
problem off on to other countries or 
which grant refugees only temporary 
safety, mean that “countless people 
never get a real chance to escape from 
torture or death threats; or else they are 


sent back to countries where they run a 
real risk, of getting thrown in jail or being 
banded over to executioners”. 

The organisation cited several exam- 
ples of refugees who had been re- 
turned, against their will, to Lhe country 
where they had already suffered perse- 
cution or violence. 

In one case, a woman from Zaire - 
where an estimated 700,000 refugees are 
currently trying to flee a civil war -sought 
asylum in Sweden after escaping from 
8 military prison. Although she had been 
tortured, the Swedish authorities rejected 
the woman's claim on several grounds, 
including their view that as Zaire's 
president did not control the militniy, 
her torture by soldiers did not constitute 
state persecution. 

The organisation added that lhe new, 
restrictive approach adopted by many 
countries included the application of 
harsh asylum criteria, the forcible repa- 
triation of refugees and the fining of air- 
lines and shipping companies for 
carrying people without valid travel 
documents. 

The restriction on refugees was often 
justified on the grounds of economic dif- 


ficulties, anti-immigrant attitudes or 
burgeoning xenophobia, but in some 
cases the new approach to the refugee 
crisis amounted to a 'callous disregard" 
for human life and suffering. Amnesty 
said. 

"While the number of people need- 
ing international protection continues to 
grow, governments seem more con- 
cerned with keeping refugees away 
from their borders". 

It added that “the increasingly re- 
strictive approach that more and more 
governments take toward refugees 
makes a mockery of their international 
and national obligations". 

In a series of statements, booklets and 
reports issued yesterday. Amnesty fin- 
gered a number of countries guilty of 
what it perceived as a growing hostility 
toward refugees. 

In Britain, measures such as the pro- 
longed detention of asylum-seekers, 
the Carriers Liability Act, the “White 
List" of countries (where no serious risk 
is considered to exist) and restrictions, 
on legal aid and welfare support 
amounted to barriers to entry. 

Denmark and Norway, however. 


were praised by the organisation for their 
response to refugees from Bosnia- 
Herzegovina in particular. 

Amnesty called on the international 
community to improve the co-ordination 
and monitoring of refugee protection, 
and rededicate itself to the principles of 
the 1951 United Nations convention on 
the status of refugees. 

The convention includes Lhe fre- 
quently ignored tenet that refugees 
shoukinoi be forcibly returned to a coun- 
try where the applicant’s life or freedom 
could be at risk. 

Individually, governments should do 
more to publicise the plight of refugees, 
set up specialised bodies to deal with ap- 
plications for asylum, refrain from pen- 
alising refugees for illegal entry and 
provide safe accommodation and ade- 
quate subsistence allowances while asy- 
lum applications can be considered. 

Amnesty- also called for an urgent re- 
view of funding provisions for the Unit- 
ed Nations High Commission for 
Refugees. 

A hill report on the refugee crisis will 
be published in June, a spokesman for 
Amnesty said yesterday. 


Bandits 
show off 
British 
manners 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


Out here in the former colonies, 
the sound of the Queen's Eng- 
lish normally elicits either snob- 
bish fascination or gentle mirth. 
Bui not in the opulent Maryland 
suburbs on Washington's north- 
western fringe, thanks to a pis- 
tol-wielding, black-clad twosome 
known as the “British bandits”. 

In the last six weeks, the pair 
have broken into seven houses. 
Unlike the proverbial thief in 
the night- however, they posi- 
tively seek confrontation, drag- 
ging their victims from their 
slumbers. 

Their target, apparently, is 
cash, not jewels or other valu- 
ables. They wear dark clothes 
and ski-masks, carry guns and 
their first entry is often through 
an unlocked garage door. All 
that police have on them is that 
they are while men. between 5ft 
9in-bft tall, who talk with British 
accents. 

Their latest strike came at 
4am fast Tuesday at a sprawling 
mock-Tudor mansion 10 miles 
outside Washington, whose oc- 
cupants were roused and re- 
lieved at gunpoint of $1,000 
I £625). one of the bandits' 
biggest hauls so far. The modus 
opertmdi does not vary, nor do 
their good manners. “He was 
very cultured." an earlier victim 
told police of one of the bur- 
glars. “He could have been a 
member of the House of Lords 
for all I know." 

So who are these hooded, ap- 
parently British, villains, content 
to steal a few hundred dollars 
a victim? Modern-day Robin 
Hoods, some say. Rogue Con- 
servative fundraisers, maintain 
others, turning a knowing eve 
to John Major's electoral tra- 
vails back in the old country. 

For Americans especially, 
their style is incongruous. Here, 
the epithet “English" summons 
up visions of duplicitous nego- 
tiators and similar manifesta- 
tions of perfidious Albion. 
Indeed. “English" is the Unit- 
ed Stales term for the wicked 
spin an expert pool player gives 
the cue ball as he executes a de- 
vious shot. But burglars who go 
barging into private homes, 
rousing gentlemen from their 
beds? In the USA old chap, 
that's not the English wav. 



SPEAK FREELY. 

VODAFONE'S NEW 


PERSONAL WORLD 15. 

A new and even better value service 
from the UK's most popular 
digital network. 






j Now we’ve reduced the price of a Macintosh Performs,™ it’s 
. ... even easier to make your dreams a reality. From just 

£139 (inc VAT X it‘s a readfto-use, plug-in 
and switch-on system - with all the 
trimmings. Powered by PowerPC™ 
processor with innovative 
RISC technology, they come 
with all the software you 
need, from spreadsheet 
applications and word- 
processing to games and 
educational titles. There’s a 
high-speed CD-ROM drive and 
j full srereo sound, so you can enjoy 
the best in multimedia. And all the latest 
models are Internet ready, with a modem included 
f as standard. In (act, we’ve given you everything you once 
W.' dreamed of- at prices that areahsdurdy real. 
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Clinton and Yeltsin face 
up to Nato challenge 


For aii iheir public differences, 
there is a good chance that die 
Helsinki summit between Bill Clin- 
ton and Boris Yeltsin starting today 
will bring real progress, even on the 
potentially explosive issue of Nato 
enlargement Not every outstanding 
problem is likely to be solved, how- 
ever, and on some points the two 
presidents may have to fall back on 
the time-honoured diplomatic for- 
mula of “agreement to disagree”. 

Three subjects are expected to 
dominate the summit: European 
security, arras control and efforts to 
improve the Russian economy. 

But it is Nato's determination to 
expand into central and eastern Eu- 
rope that is likely to provoke the most 
emotional exchanges, leaving neither 
leader fully convinced that the oth- 
er genuinely understands his position. 

For some months, Mr Yeltsin lias 
recognised the inevitability of Nato 
expansion and has concentrated on 
securing guarantees that the process 
will not endanger or isolate Russia. 

His latest demand, made last 
week, is an assurance that Nato will 
not take in former Soviet republics 
- specifically, (fie Baltic states and 
Ukraine. 

Publicly, it will prove diffi cult for 
Mr Clinton to accept this demand, 
since the Balts and Ukrainians would 
be outraged at any suggestion that 
the United States was implicitly 
consigning them to a Russian sphere 
of influence. Privately, however, Mr 
Clinton should be able lo give Mr 
Yeltsin some words of comfort. 

First, Nato has no immediate 
plans to incorporate the Baltic slates 
and will have its hands full for years 
with the business of absorbing the 
Czech Republic, Hungary and 
Pa land - the three leading candidates 


Security, amis and economy to dominate 
agenda in Helsinki. Tony Barber reports 


importan 
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for membership in 1999. Indeed, the 
US believes that the best scenario far 
the Baltic States would be inclusion 
in the first wave of European Union 
enlargement - although some EU 
countries beg to differ on that point. 
Second. Nato's strategy for 
Ukraine is not to make it a full mem- 
ber but to establish a special rela- 
tionship of the kind the alliance is 


6 It will be hard 
to banish suspicion 
that Nato is taking 
advantage of 
Russia’s 
weakness? 


trying to forge with Russia. There is, 
as Mr Yeltsin knows, no question of 
Nato basing nuclear weapons or al- 
liance troops on the territory of 
new member states, let alone the 
Baltic republics or Ukraine. 

However, Mr Yeltsin may object 
that Russia believes it won a pledge 
from the US and Germany that, in 
return for German unification in 
1990, Nato would not expand at all 
into Eastern Europe. 

For that reason. Russia this time 
wants a legally binding treaty re- 
stricting the terms of Nato enlarge- 
ment. 


Although the US rules out such 
a commitment, the summit may 
produce a compromise. The treaty 
defining Nato's relationship with 
Russia would be approved by all the 
member states' parliaments and 
would be as “politically binding" as 
was the 197S Helsinki Final Act on 
European security and co-operation. 

Even a deal along these lines may 



not be enough to banish the Russ- 
ian suspicion that Nato is taking ad- 
vantage of Russia’s temporary 
weakness to absorb a part of Europe 
from which Russia has been invad- 
ed many times in the past. 

However, Mr Clinton is likely to 
stress that Nato sees Russia as a long- 
term partner and that, in any case, 
Russia’s main security challenges in 
the coming century will not come 
from the West but from its southern 
Islamic neighbours and China. 

lb convince Mr Yeltsin of his good 
faith, Mr Clinton is expected to an- 
nounce support for Russian enby 


World tirade Organisation and the 
Organisation for Economic Co-op- 
eration & Development (OECD). 
He may also hold out the prospect 
of upgraded status far Russia at an- 
nual meetings of the G-7 group of 
leading industrial countries. 

In return, however, Mr Yeltsin will 
have to promise a renewed com 1 
mitinent to economic reform, in- 
cluding the elimination of cor- 
ruption, the stabilisation of the gov- 
ernment budget and the creation cf 
proper legal (not to mention phys- 
ical) conditions for foreign investors 
and businessmen. 

The appointment of Anatoly 
Chubais and Boris Nemtsov to mas- 
termind the latest phase of reform 
may have reassured Mr Clinton 
that Russia is back on course after 
a year of drift The prospects for 
progress on nuclear arms control at 
the summit are uncertain. Mr Ydtsm 
could promise a new effort to per- 
suade the Russian parliament to rat- 
ify the 1993 Start-2 Treaty, which cuts 
the US and Russian nuclear arsenals 
by about two-thirds. 

But the parliament, dominated by 
Communists and Nationalists, is in 
no mood to approve Start-2 as long 
as Nato insists on expansion. Since 
the US says that negotiations on a 
Start-3 Treaty cannot begin until die 
parliament ratifies Start-2, it is un- 
clear whether much progress can be 
made in HelsinkL 

However, neither leader has an in- 
terest in seeing the summit fai L 
There will be hard bargaining 
in Helsinki, especially over Nato 
enlargement, but on balance the 
summit is likety to warm up US-Rua»- 
ian relations rather than cast them 
into deep freeze. 
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Jean Arthuis: to face 
formal investigation 


John Lichfield 

Paris 

The French finance minister . 
Jean Arthuis, the man respon- 
sible for guiding France into the 
euro, is to be placed under for- 
mal investigation for the illegal 
funding of a political party’, ac- 
cording to Le Canard Enchain J. 

The investigative newspaper 
reported yesterday that similar 
legal procedures - one step 
short of formal charges - will be 


brought against the labour and 
social affairs minister. Jacques 
Barrel, and two prominent for- 
mer ministers. 

If Le Canard is right (which 
it usually is) the French gov- 
ernment's cup of embarrass- 
ments may be about to nra over 
into outright scandal and po- 
litical damage. The piling up of 
corruption accusations in receot 
months against leading busi- 
nessmen and senior and junior 
politicians of almost all parties 


has already created a critical 
mass of public disgust with the 
establishment 
Over 500 national or local po- 
litical and business figures have 
been convicted, accused or 
placed under investigation in the 
last three years for various de- 
grees of financial chicanery, in- 
volving political, or personal 
gain. Extremely serious financ- 
ing charges are pending against 
the neo-Gaullist RPR party of 
President Jacques Chirac and 
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Prime Minister Alain Juppd 
The nutyorofParis, Jean Uberi, 
and his ‘ wife Xavi&re - dose 
friends and associates of the 
President — are under investi- 
gation for peddling political in- 
fluence. Several senior Socialist 
Party figures, including the for- 
mer treasurer 
manuelli, have ibeeaconvictipd. 
and face further tri&fe for staSh-" ; 
funding the party E i#ttitft9Bte? 

Some of the charges flow 1 
from the ambivalent rules on 
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dies at 83 


John Lichfield 

It would be difficult to believe 
that Jacques Foccart died a 
happy man. The policy of deep 
French engagement in Africa, 
which he symbolised and oper- 
ated from the shadows for the 
i last four decades, has never 
I been so threatened as in the 
week of his death, 
i Mr Foccart, 83, who died- 
eariy yesterday, was one of the 
i last survivors of the de Gaulle 
era. For three presidents, and 
over 39 years, be ran Fiance's 
Africa policy, often over the 
head of prime ministers and for- 
eign ministers. He was, until the -, 
last few weeks of his life, one of 
the main links between France , 
and President Mobutu of Zaire. 
The fast-approaching collapse of | 
the Mobutu regime, and possi- , 
bfy of Zaire itself symbolises the 1 
defeat of a policy which he ere- i 
ated and which the present I 
French government is seeking, 
rather uncertainly, to replace. 
During his periods of service 
for Presidents de Gaulle and 
Georges Pompidou, and for. 
Prime Minister and then Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac, Mr Foc- 
cart never held a senior formal 
position, other than, briefly, 
secretary general to the Presi- 
dency for African affairs. But, 
during these periods, any 
France-assisting event in Fran- 
cophone Africa would be at- 
tributed to the hidden hand of 
“La Fbcque". Occasionally, Mr 
Foccart emerged from the shad- 
ows to deny the unearthly pow- 
ers attributed to him. “I do not 
ran networks which do not ex- 
ist with money I don’t have from 
companies which have no be- 
ing," he said famously in 1982. 

Obituary, page 16 


political funding which weretol- 
crated foryeaxs but were tailed 
into question in the early 1990s, 
parity by the cestie-qgbt for tac- 
tical-political reasons which . 
have now backfired against it 
Other casesJike that of the 

fae^baF^nri^^ent. Either 
fwa^fjS ^i^ lfehti^omNatknal- 
r- sheltered from investigation 
‘by. the eJrjreme secrecy and 
opacity Of its own funding - is 
making political bay of the-al- _ 
leged, endemic corruption. “ 
The case against Mr Arthuis. 
and Mr Barret involves the 
chaotic funding of the CDS -• 
the Centre desD&nocxates So- 
ciaus - one of the fragments of 
the centre-right UDF federa- 
tion, which is now in power with 
the Gaullists. The party, which 
has now changed its name -to 
Rjrce D&nocrate, has long been 
celebrated for having almost as - 
many high-profile political lead- ■ 
era as grass-roots snpporters.lt 


is alleged that large sums were 
paid by big business into a bank 
account mSwitzeriand and then 
transferred back to France for 
the party’s use. 

Le Canard says ihigistrates 
investigating the case w3T also 

issue formal warning*; to two 
kxmerCDS ministeis, Bernard 


ie. Iroqy of ironies, k was Mr 
Mdhaignene, a$ justice minis- 
ter in 1995, y?ho began the in- 
vestigation into his own party. 
He is safo to have wanted to 

quities would Come to nothing. 

He, with, the others, now 
fec^prefiminaiy accusations of 
“improperly receiving .company 
funds” and “trafficknig. in in- 
fluence” In other words, it isal- 
leged that the party was befog 
slush-funded by buriness in the 
hopec^gainingadvantagevrfjen 
the party .came to power. There 
is ho suggestion at this stage of 
persons enrichment. However, 
an auditof the party’s finances 


fa 1992 did find that large sums 
were passing inexplicably 
through the CDS accounts. 

Al me very least, it wfll be em- 
barrassing tor the French gov- 
ernment to have its finance 
and economy minister em- 
broiled in allegations of in- 
competent and improper 
funding of a political party. Le 
Canard says that the formal 
warnings of investigation of the 
quartet of CDS- leaders were 
due to go out in foe next few 
days but advance warning of its 
sooop caused consternation fo 
political and judicial codes. 

As a result, the letters of warn- 
fog may be delayed but will go £ 
qut, said the newspaper. ' •* 

Mr Jupp6 will then face an 
awkward decision on whetherto 
ask the two senior ministeis to 
resign, pending the outcome of 
inquiries. This has become the 
norm fo recent years but the 
ftime Minister's partycoBeague 
Mr Tiberi has refused to step 
down as mayor of Paris during 
.his. own legal troubles. 
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New. York isboom city. I know 
this,.becatise you cannot move 
for fat waDets cm Fifth Av- 
enue, where the likes of Tiffany 
and Gucdate reporting record 
takings. I know it because 
friends, cannot afford the tinn 
est apartments, for which cents 
are hallway to the Moon. And 
Z know it .because the mote in- 
sane the prices are ona restau- 
rant's menu, the less likely you 
are to get a table. ~. 

These Manhattan canyons 
-that I stare down on from The 
Independents nfid-town nest 
are cascading with dohais. The 
source & ^UStreeCwbere the 
nse;jn_profits-has more or less 
matched theiawKiroppmgtra- 
jectoiy af ihe stock market 


Share toppers: Traders on the New York Stock Exchange, which is booming, though the trickle-down effect appear to be very widespread 


Photograph: AP 



them. Even the' hotel's 

• spokesman; Ted. Knighton, con- 
fessed to being astonished by 
the queue that started forming 
at 3am. T expected a big turn-. 
■ ‘ out but nothing like this?’ lake 
away die worn trainers and the 


4 They keep 
telling us the 
economy is 
getting better, 
but better 
for who? 9 


With profits come bonuses. 
One securities firm boss was re-’ 
ported this week to love taken 
home $33m (£20m). 

So how to explain the scene - 
that greets me one morning on 
my walk from Grand Central 
Station to the office? A queue 
of people, ahnQst enSusrrely 
blade and hunched against&bk- 
ter wind, is snaking around'aD 
sides of two city blocks on the - 
east side of Madison - Avenue. 

Crushes of this kind - police 
offer a rough count of 5,000 - 
occasionally occur when a true 
celebrity is in the neighbour- 
hood. But this is something 
different. There is no exnte- 
mem in faces Here but rather 
grimness, even desperation. 

It is a queue for work. Its 
head is at the entrance of the 
Roosevelt hotel. On its way to 
being returned to its long-lost 
splendour, the monotithteKDO: 
sevelt reopens next month. On 
Monday it placed a notice in the 


have been one of those snap- 
shots from the Depression. 

Prank Brunson, 50, from 
: Brooklyn. arrived at 7am and 
was told to go home by H am. 
l^d off last month from his job 
as a security officer, he is sur- 
prised by nothing; "Every time 
■’ it is Has tbis- Yon get to the front 
. and they say come bade to- 
morrow. Tb me, 30 years ago 
- itwas quite difierent You could 
get jo bs- Now, ! don't know 
what's happened. Just too many 
people in this town, I guess.” 

See how It really is in New 
York. Notgood.- Not boom dty. 
R>r most, those like Mr Brun- 
son who donbt have bonus-pay- 
ing jobs and do not have loft 
addresses in (he hippest corners 
of Sriboand TKbeca, the strug- 
gle goes On .and is apparently 
getting worse. . 

. Last year New York Oty re- 
ported 9J> percent unemploy- 


ment, much higher than the 
nf5-2pe 


national rate of5JZ per cent and 
one of the hghestrity rates. 

: Unde^ing this is anew eco- 
nOnibdigunrfuretl^is^jedal 
to NewYbrk. It used to be that 
- the. dty's wkfer economy rose 
andfeflas^MSd-eetscfid. Bad 
times on the stock market 
would quickly cast a pail over 
the whole, of New York. But 
when good times returned and 
WhB Street celebrated, it was 
never long before ah the five 
boroughs joined the party. 

It was a relationship most 
vividly demonstrated by rates of 
growth in personal income. In 
previous wall Street booms, 
tire rate for tire whole of New 
Yoric City would consistently 
outpace that of the nation, 
le in bust periods New York 


Statisticsibr 1989-1995 show 
bow the formula has been shat- 


significant shorts 



King Hussein appoints 
new prime minister 


King Hussein of Jordan dismissed Prime Minister Abdut- 
Kanm al-Kabariti and replaced him with a veteran former 
pre mie r who signed Jordan's 1994 peace treaty with 
Israel. * 

After a special cabinet meeting, Mr Kabariti said he 
was offering his resignation to the king,' who had picked 
Abdul-Salmn al-MajaE, 71, to form the new government 
Mr K^barto suggested his removal was connected to the 
recent tensions with Israel. Routers — Amman 


Arms cache found in Belgh im 


Police seized eight tonnes of arms, ammun it i on and 
explosives - including mortars - in' a raid on an arms .. 
dealer near the southern Belgian town of Mods. The - 
media speculated about posable links to gun running, .mi 
attack on two gendarmes in Bastogne in 1995 and a serie s 
of attacks last year on security vans. Reuters - Brussels 


Greek minister in Macedonia 

Greek Foreign Minister Theodoros Pangalos a rrive d for a 

surprise visit in Macedonia, the first time any Greek 

Ecvenwieni official came to this former Yugoslav republic 

iLucc h gained independence. Mr Pangalos is 

Balkan countries that border Albania. - AP - stow© 


Uighurs face execution 


The spokesman for the United National Revolutionary 
Front of East Turkestan, a Uighur exife ^rjup, said two 



execution today. 


Reuters -Almaty 


North Korea fears anarchy 



Reuters - Seoul 
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Cnc-wm; auihorities claim to have dramaticalty reduced 
Singapore Onto 14 ocotde were convicted of die . 
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.te red. According to the state’s 
figures, tbe rate of growth in real 
income for workers in the se- 
curity industry was an aston- 
ishing 42.4 per cent. Forthose 
not employed on %11 Street it 


was 3.8 per cent. 

What happened? There are 
various explanations. Much of 
that bonus money, for example, 
does not get spent in New York 
but in the suburbs of Con- 
necticut and New Jersey. And 
in Aspen, Colorado. Some even 
argue that, in spite of tbe hordes 
on Fifth Avenue and in the 


BMW showrooms, the big- 
swinging-dicks of the 1990s are 
not into spending in the way of 
their 1980s predecessors. 

More important, however, 
is the changing nature of the se- 
curities workforce. In 1987 Wall 
Street employed 163,000 peo- 
ple, compared with 150.000 to- 
day. But in addition to that. 


those jobs are now almost ex- 
clusively white-collar. The le- 
gions of lower-earning clerical 
workers who used to keep tbe 
brokerage bouses from drown- 
ing beneath paper have been 
supplanted by computers. 

Another sector of the New 
York economy experiencing a 
boom of its own is the tourist 


and hotel industry. Otherwise, 
hotels like the Roosevelt would 
not be getting facelifts, while 
others are rising brand-new 
from fresh foundations. And 
this queue would not be here. 

It is hardly surprising that 
some in the crowd voice the 
mantra that in this economy' it 
seems like it is the few who get 


richer, while more people get 
poorer. “They keep telling us 
the economy is getting better 
but better for who?" asked Flu- 
rentina Melchor. also from 
Brooklyn, and unemployed. 
“For most of us it is just getting 
more difficult." 


David Usbome 
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THURSDAY 20 MARCH 3997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


Jacques Foccart 


Tile centenary of Genera] de 
Gaulle's birth was celebrated in 
from 19 to 24 November 
1990 by a series of meetings 
which attracted large audiences. 
Included were many well- 
known figures who did not 
need to display their names on 
the lapels of their jackets, as 
everyone was supposed to. But 
one label attracted attention 
mingled with surprise. It re- 
vealed that the small, genial fig- 
ure with high complexion and 
shining bald pate was none 
Other than Jacques Foccart, 
the man of the shadows, de 
Gaulle's closest and most 
mysterious adviser. 

It was he who had master- 
minded French action in Africa 
and who had created and con- 
trolled his own intelligence net- 
work there. After de Gaulle's 
resignation he had been re- 
tained, after some hesitation, by 
President Pompidou, but nei- 
ther Giscard nor Mitterrand had 
made use of his services (al- 
though Chirac had consulted 


him during his brief period as 
Prime Minister, 1986-88). 

In 1990, given the circum- 
stances, and at the age of 77. it 
was reasonable to suppose that 
his active career was over. But In 
1995, when Jacques Chirac was 
elected President of the Repub- 
lic, one of his first acts was to 
bring Foccart out of his retire- 
ment and to install him as spe- 
cial adviser in the Eiys£e. In the 
summer of 1996, although very 
ill, Foccart demonstrated his 
continuing activity and influ- 
ence by arranging for Bob 
Denard, a mercenary soldier 
who had organised an unsuc- 
cessful coup in the Comoro Is- 
lands, to be released from prison. 

Foccart belonged to the so- 
called “Academy of Gauliism”. 
He was one of the seven or eight 
men who gathered around de 
Gaulle at the great moments, 
such as the beginnings of the 
new Republic in June 1958. and 
who were allowed to follow 
the coffin to the grave at 
Colombey-lesrDcux-Eglises in 


Erik de Mauny 


Erik de Mauny was BBC Radio’s 
correspondent in a number of 
countries but was best known for 
his reporting from Moscow. He 
was posted there in 1963 as the 
first resident correspondent af- 
ter the censorship restrictions in 
the Soviet Union were eventu- 
ally lifted. He had a London 
degree in Russian which gave 
colour and depth to his 
despatches. He had a great zest 
for debate and argument, as well 
as a lively sense of humour, 
which made him good company 
and enlivened his reports. 

In 1964 he covered the fall of 
Khrushchev in Moscow. The 
same year he met there Kim Ph3- 
by. whom he had known in 
Beirut before Phflby flew to 
Moscow and acknowledged his 
life of spying for the Soviet 
Union. It was typical ofdc Mauny 
that he stuck faithfully to the 
understanding that this was a so- 
da! occasion and nert an interview. 
In his book Russian Prospect 
( 1969), he acknowledged that he 
had kept pace with Phflby's drink- 
ing and left in a condition that 
made getting home difficult. 



De Mauny: excellent Russian 

De Mauny' s French grand- 
parents had settled in Britain, 
and both his parents were pro- 
fessional musicians. His father, 
a violinist and a conductor, em- 
igrated to New Zealand in 1922. 
Erik enlisted in the NZ Medical 
Corps in 1940 and in 1942 tend- 
ed the wounded at the Battle of 
Alaraein. Later he caught severe 
jaundice in lobruk which made 
him unfit for active service. He 
was transferred to General Frcy- 
berg's GHQ in Cairo where he 
ran the French section of the ra- 
dio monitoring service. After the 
D-Day landings he was trans- 
ferred to Italy, where he inter- 
ruga ted German prisoners. 

After a year at Victoria Uni- 
versity in New Zealand and an 
honours degree in Russian at 
the School of Slavonic Studies 
in London, de Mauny joined the 
news section of the BBC in Bush 
House. John Crawley, then a 
colleague on the news desk. said. 
“I thought of him os an author 
who had become a journalist 
rather than the other way 


round. Indeed he was at home 
m the literary world, publishing 
several books and translations 
and reviewing regularly for the 
Times Literary Supplement.” 

He transferred to the domes- 
lic radio news as a roving Foreign 
Duty Editor and in 1956 he re- 
ported from Vienna onlhe effect 
Khrushchev’s devastating attack 
on Stalin’s reputation and the 
“cult of personality” had had on 
Eastern Europe. His first post as 
a foreign correspondent was 
also Vienna. From there he 
moved on to the Middle East, 
based in Beirut, and then to 
Washington where he was num- 
ber two to Douglas Stuart. He 
also went over to Cuba to report 
on the situation following the 
United Stales' spectacular un- 
successful attempt to overthrow 
Fidel Castro's regime, the Bay of 
Pigs disaster. 

When I went on a BBC mis- 
sion to Moscow in 1956 we 
discussed the possibility of sta- 
tioning a correspondent perma- 
nently in the Soviet capital. We 
made it clear that this could not 
be done until censorship of out- 
going despatches was lifted. This 
happened in 1963 and de Mauny, 
with his experience and his ex- 
cellent Russian was the obvious 
choice for the post. After a six- 
year speD in Paris helre turned for 
a second tour of duty in Moscow. 
His last sixyears in the BBC were 
back as a Foreign Duty Editor 
and then working for The World 
Tonight on Radio 4. 

De Mauny was married 
twice. His first wife was an 
Egyptian. They bad no children 
and in 1969 the marriage was 
both dissolved and annulled, al- 
lowing de Mauny, who had 
convened to Roman Catholi- 
cism. to many Elizabeth, the 
fifth of the seven daughters of 
Commander Robert Tatton 
Bower, the Conservative MP for 
Cleveland. She had also worked 
in the BBC and previously for 
Reuters and the Foreign Office. 
They had a son and daughter, 
both born in France, which is 
where they first lived after his 
retirement. Later they moved to 
Lancaster, where he wrote his 
as yet unpublished memoirs. 

Leonard IVCall 

Erik Cecil Lam de Maum\ author 
and broadcaster bom London 17 
September 1920; staff. BBC £r- 
temal Services News 1949-55, 
Foreign Duty Editor 1955-5S. 
Correspondent in llama and 
Balkans I95S, Middle East 1958- 
60. Washington 1960-63. Moscow 
1963-66. Paris 1966-72, Moscow 
1972-74, Foreign Duty Editor 
1974-77. Special Correspondent 
/977-80.* married 1950 Denysc 
Agftkm (marritny dissolved 1969), 
second Elizabeth Bower {one 
son. anedaugfaer); died Lancaster 
18 March 1997. 


November 1970. Yet he was un- 
like his companions. He was the 
son of a man who had a banana 
business and who had married 
a Creole in Guadeloupe. His 
youth was speat between 
Guadeloupe and Mayeone in 
France and his education was 
rudimentary. He never passed 
his baccalaureat. 

During the Second World 
War, he became a sergeant in 
the French army and after the 
armistice of 1940 he joined the 
Resistance, soon adhering to de 
Gaulle's leadership. After de 
Gaulle’s resignation in January 
1946, Foccart, who had re- 
turned to his business interests, 
was one of those who believed 
in the necessity of organising his 
return to power. 

He became, along with Andid 
Malraux and Jacques SousteUe, 
amongst the first to urge the cre- 
ation of a Gaullist political par- 
ty, subsequently the Rally of the 
French People (the RPF). In 
1954, when this party was in full 
decline, he took on the thankless 


job of its Secretary-General 
For many years, he had looked 
after the party's finances, details 
of which remain secret. 

It is not dear what role Foc- 
cart played in any of the so- 
called “13 plots" of 1958 which 
led to the insurrection in Algiers 
and to the collapse of the 
Fourth Republic. But he knew 
what was going on and he saw 
to it that the General was fully 
informed. Once the Fifth Re- 
public was established, Foccart 
revealed another difference be- 
tween him and the other lead- 
ing Gaullists. His ambition was 
strictly limited. He did not want 
to become a deputy or a min- 
ister (it was said that de Gaulle 
once offered him the Ministry 
of the Interior). He wished to 
remain de Gaulle's adviser on 
African and Malgasy affairs 
and to keep him informed on 
general intelligence matters. 

The General was determined 
that France should continue to 
play a leading role in sub- 
Saharan Africa, either through a 



Foccart mysterious 

Franco-African community or, 
when that failed, through con- 
tinued contacts with African 
leaders. In this way Foccart be- 
came involved with the com- 
plexities of African politics, and, 
asa leading agent in this period 
of neo-colonisation, his negoti- 
ating and bargaining led to the 
rise and fall of individual African 
leaders and to establishing the ori- 
entations of African diplomacy. 


Foccart’s conyeteijce was be- 
yond question. It was he who 
briefed French ambassadors 
whe n they were appointed to 
African states. He saw de Gaulle 
whenever he warned, sometimes 
every day, and, having gained die 
confidence of the leaders of 
French-speaking Africa, he act- 
ed as an intermediary between 
the .General and them. In- 
evitably, tumours grew about bis 
influence and the nature of his 
activity. It was one thing to 
make Albeit Bongo President of 
Gabon, but when certain French 

finis gained lucrative contracts 
with African states, or when 
African leaders were kidnapped, 
or murdered, it was asked it Rx> 
cart were responsible. His head 
was said to be surrounded by a 
halo of manipulation. 

And it was reported that his 
activities woe not confined to tbe 

African continent He was said 
to have had Couve de Murville 
followed. Extremists from the Al- 
gerian settlers who were on the 
run blamed Foccart when they 



Steggles’s Bow Bridge, oil on canvas, cl935. W picture must have a look deter quality, Sickert said. He was rfgfif 


Walter Steggles 


Walter Steggles was the last 
known survivor of the East Lon- 
don Group of artists, a painter 
with a distinct way of depicting 
the English landscape, espe- 
cially that of East Anglia. He was 
a core member of the Bow- 
based group which remains al- 
most unknown to the art world 
but which between the wars 
achieved a string of exhibitions, 
gained hundreds of inches of 
press coverage and attracted the 
interest of notable collectors. 

Like other group members, 
Steggles had no strong immedi- 
ate artistic antecedents. He was 
bom in London in 1908, son of 
another Whiter Steggles, who 
managed a high -class boot and 
shoe business in the Strand: Sir 
Thomas Bcecham the conduc- 
tor, the Russian bass Chaliapin 
and the wife of the painter Sir 
John Lavery were regular clients. 

His mother, Annie, an opti- 
mistic woman who survived to 
her hundredth year, cock up 
painting aL 73 and in her eight- 
ies travelled to Paris and else- 
where with her son to find 
subjects. Like him, she main- 
tained a keen interest <r. ,e 
Stock Exchange, and he re- 
called that “her every transac- 
tion showed a profit. She and 
her friend Mrs Harrison would 
discuss the Footsie for hours." 

There were thru sisters and 
a younger brother, Harold, who 
became a partner in a firm of 


solicitors and another member 
of the East London Group. 
Waiter set the pace in obtain- 
ing formal art tuition by at- 
tending classes run by Charles 
Genge at Bethnal Green Men’s 
Institute, which were taken 
over in 1925 by John Cooper. 
When Cooper moved his class- 
es to the Bow and Bromley 
Evening Institute, Walter went 
with him. The Bolton-born 
Cooper, who bad studied at 
Bradford, the Slade and in Paris, 
taught at the Central School and 
was about 30 when Walter met 
him. “He was probably the best 
teacher I ever knew. He would 
not impose his ideas, always 
finding a good point to remark 
on. He would say: ‘You are try- 
ing to imitate someone not as 
good as yourself.’ " 

Cooper attracted teaching 
talent to Bow. Steggles re- 
membered William Cold- 
stream, Rodrigo Moynihan and 
Gerald Ososki at the institute 
in the period before the Second 
World War. Walter Sickert, 
whose “useful advice has been 
constantly with me", turned up 
several times. Stegglcs’s lifelong 
friend Lilian Havdhom, who 
with her husband Ehvin was a 
notable member of the group, 
recalled Sickert’s eccentric dress 
on such occasions. Once be held 
forth dressed like a golfer in 
plus-fours and diamond- 
patterned socks, so that “the 


girls In the class began to have 
fits of giggles and had to pat 
their bands over their mouths". 

The first exhibition of the 
East London Art Club, as the 
group was initially known, was 
held at the Whitechapel Art 
Gallery in 1928. The philan- 
thropist Sir Charles (later Vis- 
count) Wake Geld launched a 
fund to frame work by those 
who “by their pecuniary position 
[some were out of employment] 
could not provide this for them- 
selves”. In 1929 the group trans- 
ferred to the Lefevre Galleries 
in King Street. St James's, with 
Sickert a contributor. Lefevre 
was to host a run of group shows 
until 1936, in addition holding 
solo exhibitions for members. 
The catalogues had introduc- 
tions by leading art critics, and 
national newspapers found 
good copy in the feet that a ca- 
sual labourer, a basket-maker, 
shop assistants and a window- 
cleaner and one exhibitor “too 
poor to pay his bus feres" were 
showing in the West End. 

Encouraged by the dealer 
Colnaghl, Steggles went to West 
Ham Technical College to learn 
engraving and etching, but the 
slump in the print market 
around 1930 thwarted that am- 
bition. He continued painting 
and with his brother Harold 
shared a show at Lefevre in 
1938. From 1939 to 1943, the 
year John Cooper died, he 


studied at the Central with 
Kirkland Jamieson. FJ. Porter 
and Bernard Meninsky. By now 
he had exhibited widely in 
Britain and abroad, but he 
would never seek a one-man 
show. The Contemporary Art 
Society acquired three of bis pic- 
tures and Manchester City Art 
Gallery has two. 

Like his brother, Walter 
Steggles had during most of his 
life to paint while earning a liv- 
ing. For some years he was em- 
ployed in the drawing office of 
the shipping company Furness 
Withy, during the war working 
for the Ministry of Transport. 
The collector Sir Edward Marsh 
had offered to find him a posi- 
tion as a war artist, “foul I didn’t 
want to draw war scenes”. After 
retirement in 1967, Steggles was 
able to concentrate on painting. 
He and his mother moved fre- 
quently, spending periods in 
Cookham, Wins ley near Bath, 
Scole in Norfolk and Bradford- 
on-Avon, Wiltshire. The range 
of interesting subjects widened. 

Steggles remembered Sick- 
ert's dictum: “A picture must 
have a 'Look here!' quality. He 
was right If you don't attract 
people, why should they 
bother to look?" 

David Hackman 

Walter James Steggles. painter 
bom London 15 August 1908; died 
Cable, Wiltshire 5 March 1997. 


were discovered and arrested. 
After de Gaulle’s resignation, 
Alain Baher, the President of the 
Senate who temporarily replaced 
him, complained that Foccart 
was having his family shadowed 
as weO as himself. 

In 1 994, he took what was for 

speakin^^^t^hiinseif to a 
journalist, Philippe GaillarcL 
One volume of the conversa- 
tions was published in 1995 
and another was promised. 
Here he presented himself as 
the victim of journalistic fable 
and of gossip. But his denial that 
he bad been an afl-powerful fig- 
ure working in secret was made 
less effective by the casual man- 
ner in which it was made and by 
his refusal to speak about cer- 
tain topics (“the archives wiQ tell 
you” is a phrase that adds spice 
to mystery). It was evident that 
Foccart enjoyed his legend 

In April 1995, three weeks be- 
fore the ballot of the presiden- 
tial election, Foccart attended 
a mass in memory of Georges 


Pompidou. Edouard Ballad ur 
(then Prime Minister) and 
Jacques Chirac (then Mayor of 
Paris), both candidates m the 
election, were present in the 
Church on the lie Saint Louis. 
At the end of the ceremony, 
Balladur was the first to leave- 
When Chirac was leaving, Foc- 
cart said in a loud voice: “There 
goes tbe next President." He did 
not say that he had arranged it, 
but the implication was there. 

Then, walking painfully on 
crutches, he left the church and 
went straight to the television 
cameras that were waiting. One 
tho ugh t of Colonel Lawrence, 
backing shyly into the limelight. 

Douglas Johnson 

Jacques Guillaume Lends Marie 
Koch (Jacques Foccart), busi- 
nessman and politician: bom 
Ambriinx-lc Grand, Mayenne3l 
August 1913; Secretary-General 
for African and Malagasy Affairs 
at the Efysee 1958-74; monied 
1939 Isabdk FenogBa (deceased); 

■ riwt Paris 19 March 1997. 


Brian Merrikin Hill 


Brian Merrikin Hill was, in the 
last decades of his life, widely 
valued as a poet, a translator of 
poetry and as long-time editor 
of the poetry magazine Pennine 
Platform. Although not inclined 
to seek fame, be was regarded 
as a compeer by poets as dis- 
tinguished as Kathleen Raine 
and David Gascoyne. The 
Blakean title of his 1984 book 
Wakeful in the Sleep of Time 
gives some indication of how 
seriously he viewed the poet's 
vocation. 

Yet there bad been another 
life of achievement too. In- 
deed, although Eighteen Poems 
had been published as early as 
1947, Hill's next 30 years were 
to be largely dedicated to edu- 
cation. The son of a radical 
Methodist minister, he had, af- 
ter leaving Oxford in 1939. de- 
clared hims elf a conscientious 
objector and eventually be- 
come a teacher of French in 
the progressive independent 
school of Abbotsholme, in 
Staffordshire. 

Imbued with the twin ideals 
of educational experiment and 
die healing of social divisions he 
came in 1948 to teach English 
at Wennington School, at 
Wetherby, in Yorkshire. The 
school, with its combination of 
shared, communal effort and ex- 
ploratory educational methods, 
its mix of children from liber- 
al. middle-class homes and chil- 
dren sent by local authorities 
beccuse of family or behavioural 
problems, proved an ideal set- 
ting for him. More significant- 
ly, he became known as an 
inspiring teacher, one who was 
spoken of as enabling his stu- 
dents to believe in their own ef- 
forts and as opening many 
literary doors to them. Sadly, 
by the 1970s, when he had be- 
come head, economic pres- 
sures were increasing on 
schools such as Wennington, 
and under his successor the 
school succumbed in 1975. 

Hill’s career as a poet was re- 
launched by the publication 
in 1977 of Two Poems of Pil- 
grimage. Characteristically; the 
pilgrimage was both geograph- 
ical and spiritual, a trail which 



HU: idealism and humanity 


would mark his finest volumes 
of the 1980s. In the first of these 
later sequences. Wakeful in the 
Sleep of Time, the poet jour- 
neyed from his nonconformist 
radicalism to generate a series 
of profound meditations on 
Catholic iconography of the Vir- 
gin as in “Notre Dame de Heas”: 

Grant me your triumph over ice 
falling among jagged rocks. 
Be where I amve when I've found the 
way. 

Teach me to know why, lady of the 
bright snow. 

You Bud this darkness bow. 

Towards the end of Wakeful 
another note was strode, that of 
a historicising sense of locale 
which would continue through 
his next book. Local History 
(1985). Landscape, history and 
personal experience are meld- 
ed in fluid and exciting ways, as 
memorably with the images of 
the reclaiming of the Lin- 
colnshire fens in “Somercotes 
Haven": 

Clouds, gales are free 
Though m pomp men think lo buy 
space-time with legal words. 
Out of this evil, nobility and folly 
May havens remain lo reach un- 
chartable sea. 
Marram, sea-lavender and glaucous 
holly. 

Vfeter among reeds, green land, the 
flight of birds. 

In 1987 followed a third ma- 
jor achievement. The European 
Letters. Here intense personal 
feeling was married to an epic 
historical sweep over a conti- 
nent tom between tbe sufferings 
of war and the aspiration to 
peace. In 1993 the University of 
Salzburg paid him the tribute of 
producing Dolphins and Out- 
laws. a bread selection of his po- 
ems, and With Planetary Eyes. 
translations from Saint-Pol 
Roux and Pierre Emmanuel. 

The journal Pennine Plat- 
form, carried on with unflagging 
energy and persistence over 20 
years, displayed similar qualities 
of catholicity and engagement. 
So long as poets shared a com- 
mitment to the larger destiny of 
poetry and a serious concern 
with Us crafts and disciplines.' 
their very various work was 
welcome in its pages. Editing 
“ layed again Brian Merrikin 
s combination of moral 
and artistic passion with a 
deep desire for encounter, for 
understanding and relating to 
other people, other visions. It 
was above all this combination 
of idealism and humanity which 
underpinned, and unified, all 
his diverse achievements as 
teacher, editor , translator and 
poet 

K. E. Smith 


Brian Merrikin Hill, poet and 
teacher bom 6 January 1917; 
married 1955 Irene Salkerd 
(one son, one daughter); died 
Harrogate 19 February 1997. 
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BIRTHS 

WALKER; On 2 b February, hi Mcttc 
(Dec ChriMciewnl and tun. a mid. 
Jcspcr Charkrs, and a daughter. 
PcnuDc Katrine. 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 

Captain R S. Cameron RM 
and Miss A. J. Nash 
The cnaagemcni is announced be- 
tween frier, eldest son of Mr and 
Mrs Nigel Cameron, of SolihulL 
West Midlands, and Annabel, daugh- 
ter ul Mr Antony Nash MBE, or East 
Butierleigh, Dciun. and Mrs Martin 
Jacoby, of Cadiz, Spain. 

Birthdays 

Sir William A.vichcr. consultant 
physician, St George's Hospital. 
London. The Vciy Rev William 
Baddelev. turner Rector, St James's 
Piccadilly, S3; Dr Wendy Baron. Di- 
rector. Government Ait Collection, 
bO: Mr Anthony Blond, publisher, 
O'*: Mr Timothy Brooks, Lord- 
Lieutenant of Leicestershire, 6R; Sir 
Arnold Bingen, former Master. Dar- 
win College. Cambridge, 75: The 
Right Rev Mario Joseph Conti, Ro- 
man Catholic Bishop of Aterdcen, 
63; Mr Douglas French MP. 53: Dr 
Ian J. Graham -Bryce, Principal and 
Vice-Chancellor, Dundee Universi- 
ty. 60: Mr William Hurt, actor, 47; 
Mr John Jouburt, composer, 70; 
Ditmc Vera Lynn, singer. SO; M 
Pierre Me*«ner, former French 
prime minister, SI; Sir David Mont- 
gomery. former _ chairman, the 
Forestry Commission, 66; Mr Brian 
Mulfoney, former prime minister of 
Canada, 5S: Mr Jeremy Nichols, 


Headmaster, Slone School. 54; Mr 
Phillip Oppenheim MP, 4 1; Dr John 
Roe, former Headmaster. Vfaimin- 
stcr School, 66: Mr Greg Searie, 
rawer. 25; Mr Tun Yeo MP, 52. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Ovid, Roman poet, 43 BC; 
Henrik Ibsen, playwright. 1S2S. 
Deaths: Sir Isaac Newton, scientist, 
1727; Brendan Behan, writer, 1964. 
On this daw the foundation stone of 
Dartmoor Prison, Devon, was laid, 
180b; Marble Audi, fonnaiy at Buck- 
ingham Palace, was unwDed or its pre- 
sent site in London. 1851. Today is the 
Feast Da)- or St Culhbert, St Herbert, 
St Martin of Braga. St Photinn and 
her Companions, St Wulfram and The 
Martyrs of Mar Saha. 

Dinners 

Royal College of Anaesthetists 
Mr Stephen Dorrcll, Secretary of 
Stale for Health, and Mr Gerald Mal- 
one, Minister Tor Health, attended the 
Anniversary Dinaerof the Rcya] Col- 
lege of Anaesthetists held yesterday 
evening at Haistcreis* Hall, London 
EC1 Professor Cedric Prys-Robe rts. 
President, was the host. Professor 
Gareth Roberts, Vice-Chancvllor, 
Sheffield University, was the speak- 
er. Professor .1 Angel delivered Uk 
F rederic Her. .*t Lecture licforclmd. 
The President presented the College 
Medal to Dr SM, Lyons and the Fd* 
ioevship ad ctaukm lo Dr DJ. Greaves. 


Court may order anorexic to be detained for treatment 


Re C la minor) (Detention for 
medical treatment); Family 
Division (Mr Justice WallJ 
5 March 1997 

The court had power; when ex- 
ercising its inhereat parens pa- 
triae jurisdiction in relation to 
a 16-year-old child, to authorise 
and direct the detention of the 
child in a specified institution 
for the purposes of medical 
treatment. 

Mr Justice Will, granting 
an application by the plaintiff 
local authority, ruled that the 
first defendant referred lo 
only as “C", should be de- 
tained at a private clinic spe- 
cialising in the treatment of 
eating disorders in young peo- 
ple and that she should under- 
go medical treatment for 
anorexia whether or not she 
consented. 

Alison Ball QC (Christopher Hinde. 
Hackney) for the local authority: 
RoderieWood QC (Bi rtdman A Part- 
itas) for C; David GJ? Turner {Good- 
man Ray) fa- die parents; James 
Minify QC (Official Sofiorw) as 
amicus curiae. 


Mr Justice Wall said C, who 
was 16, suffered from anorex- 
ia nervosa. The dinic where she 
was being treated was run on 
boarding-school lines. Its med- 
ical director regarded C's en- 
forced presence in the clinic 
under an order of the court as 
an essential component of her 
treatment. If C was not in the 
dinic, she would not eaL 

C disputed the need for an 
order, saying she agreed with 
the treatment she was receiv- 
ing and was content to stay at 
the dinic on a voluntary basis. 

C's parents supported the 
clinic's approach. Though they 
were married and lived to- 
gether, the family was severe- 
ly dysfunctional None of the 
other four children apart from 
C lived at home. Her elder 
brother had sexually abused her 
over a substantial period. 

But although C came from 
a dysfunctional family, she had 
never been taken into care or 
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accommodated by the local 
authority, although she had 
previously been detained in 
another hospital under the 
Mental Health Act The clinic 
was not a mental hospital and 
its philosophy was inimical to 
the compulsory admission of 
children under the Mental 
Health Act 

Cs eating disorders began in 
October 1994 and she was di- 
agnosed as suffering from 
anorexia in July 1995. She had 
been admitted and discharged 
from the clinic a number of 
times since then and had fre- 
quently absconded. In De- 
cember 1996 the consultant 
psychiatrist and the medical di- 
rector of the dinic made it clear 
they would not readmit her 
without an order of the court. 

In Re W (a minor) (Medical 
treatment: Court’s jurisdiction) 
[1993] Fam 64 and 81, tbe 
Court of Appeal upheld a 
decision, under the court's in- 


herent parens patriae jurisdic- 
tion, to authorise the medical 
treatment of an anorectic 16- 
year-old gjrl without her con- 
sent The judgments m that case 
did not deal specifically with the 
power to detain die minor in a 
specialist unit, though the ex- 
istence of such a power could 
readily be inferred from the fact 
that the judge authorised Ws 
removal to and her treatment 
at the dinic. 

It was argued for C that 
since she consented to the treat- 
ment, her detention was not an 
essential part of it, and accord- 
ingly the inherent jurisdiction 
was being used solely for the 


His Lordship disagreed. On 
the evidence, C’s detention at 
the clinic was an essential com- 
ponent of her treatment and 
without it she would not be 
treated. If C were free to leave 
the dinic, she would probably 
do so. 


It was therefore clear that his 
Lordship, in exercising the 
court's inherent jurisdiction, 
had power to direct that C re- 
main as an in-patient at the clin- 
ic until discbaiged by its 
medical director or until further 
order of the court That pow- 
er included the authorisation of 
her detention in the clinic for 
the purposes of treatment. 
Moreover, since her adher- 
cnee to the clinic’s regime was 
an integral part of her treat- 
ment programme, his Lordship 

had no doubt that the court also 

had power to authorise the use 
of reasonable force, if neces- 
sary, to detain C at the clinic. 

_ In exercising the court’s ju- 
risdiction, section J of the Chil- 
dren Act 1989 applied and the 
welfare of C was the para- 
mount consideration. In his 
Lordship's judgment, having re- 
gard to all the dreumstances. 
the treatment proposed was i n 

C s best interests and the order 

sought by the local authority 
should be granted. 3 

PmI IVfagrMh, Barrister 
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Mr Major's vote-chasing boom too far 


ritam is booming” - if s offi- 
cial. The Prime Minister 


-t^said so today. “But not in an 
uoreasonabfc way” he was quick to 
add. There s an interesting thou gh t; ifs 
a reasonable, maniaire^ welTShaved 
sort of boom that just happen^whoUy 
coincidentally, to come immediately 
before an election. A modest boom. A 
John-and-Ken sort of boom - a boom 
that should not be Compared to the 
wicked booms in days of old. 

We are not wholly convinced Yet Mr 
Major and Mr Clarke have a difficult 

trance to strike. On the one hand scep- 
tical voters need convincing that they 
are right to claim things are looking up. 
while Mr Major proclaims Britain’s 
eco nomy to be the envy of Europe. Mr 
Blair whispers in voters’ ears that, on 
the contrary, we are slithering down the 
international league table fast 

But at the same time, the Prime Min- 
ister can t talk booming Britain up too 
for. The ghosts of serious economists, 
central bankers and voters with long 
memories are flapping around him., 
warning that the boom-bust machine has 
been stoked up for electoral purposes 
before . So what is the truth? Id feet, that 
boom the Prime Minister is so proud of 
is a worrying prospect. Vote-chasing is 
damaging the Government’s manage- 
ment of the economy once more. Had 
there been no election, we believe inter- 
est rates would now be higher. 

But peering beyond the immetfiate 


debate about interest rates and tax lev- 
els, the Conservatives should be 
accorded credit for their economic 
reforms of the past two decades. Labour 
is right. that' fundamental weakn esse s 
re m a in; nevertheless in many ways the 
Conservatives have .substantially 
improved the way Britain does business. 
They have deregulated markets that 
were crver-regulated and traditionalist, 
reformed the labour market, embraced 
the free-trade global economy and pri- 
vatisedoooe-staggeringstate leviathans. 

As a result, according to the Con- 
servatives^ the economy is in its .best 
state since bread was first sliced: infla- 
tion is low,' jobs growth is high, taxes are 
falling and our long, slow, relative eco- 
nomic decline has been reversed. The 
boom-bust cycle, they m aintain, has 
been replaced by steady, sensible eco- 
nomic management. 

This confidence is premature. We 
heard something similar in the late 
Eighties. Now we need only listen to the 
Bank of England. Yesterday it emerged 
that the Governor, Eddie George, told 
Ken Clarke last month that demand was 
rising at an unsustainable rate: interest 
rates should go up immediately. But the 
Chancellor refused to budge. Wages sud- 
denly shot up with the sharpest acceler- 
ation since the Seventies. House prices 
are spiralling - especially in the South- 
east There are troubling signs that we 
do indeed face the familiar pre-election 
boom that we could pay for later on. 
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Tb be fair to Mr Clarke, he hasn't 
strayed too far from the mainstream of 
economic opinion. He has been a suc- 
cess at No 11. The trouble is that the 
mainstream, as always, has been broad, 
and Mr Clarke’s economic fellow-trav- 
ellers look as though they may have been 
wrong. Consummate politician as always, 
the Chancellor has simply pushed things 
as far as be could credibly get away with, 
at least before the election. It now looks 
as though he is pushing just that little bit 
too far. As a result, we may be about to 
lose our historic opportunity to change 
attitudes to inflation once and for all 
Rates should go up. Better still, taxes 


should go up - that would subdue con- 
sumer demand, and fill an overly large 
hole in the public finances too. What a 
shame neither Labour nor the Conser- 
vatives have the guts to argue for this as 
part of a platform of economic prudence 
and responsibility. Best of all, they 
should introduce that tax increase by 
abolishing mortgage tax relief, thereby- 
calming the housing market that has 
such a terrible tendency to exaggerate 
the swings in consumer demand. 

The British Tbiy legacy is patchy, and 
requires that kind of toughness to pre- 
serve it. True, many of the Conservative 
economic reforms, opposed by Labour 


and now vindicated, have yet to take 
place across the Channel and to that 
extern we are indeed “the envy" 
(Michael Heseltine) of reforming Con- 
tinental economists. But to claim we are 
zooming ahead of our partners, that we 
are In d over while they stagger through 
the nettles, is taking things too far. 

For a start, Britain is booming 
because we came out of recession ear- 
lier than our colleagues. And we 
achieved that because we devalued 
against Germany, just as the Germans 
were starting to face up to the burden 
of unification. Moreover, Labour has 
an extremely powerful point, when it 
argues that one persistent weakness in 
the British economy remains: low skills. 

Why' have wages suddenly picked up. 
despite the fact thai so many people are 
still out of work? Because those in work 
can afford to push their earnings 
upwards, knowing that the unemployed 
don’t have the skills or qualifications to 
usurp their positions. Why are some 
people stuck out of work for years at a 
time, or trapped into cycles of low-paid 
temporary work and spells on the dole, 
while new jobs are being created all the 
time? In part, because those at the bot- 
tom of the heap are too poorly edu- 
cated to compete and climb the laddei. 

Mr Major wants voters to reward his 
party' for those improvements it has 
achieved, and to trust him to deliver the 
reforms needed in future. So he should 
be calming the boom, not pretending 


that this time it is house-trained. But 
we are nor surprised at his relaxed view. 
His real worry must be that voters will 
cheerily take the positive legacy of Con- 
servative government for granted, and 
seek someone else to handle the prob- 
lems the Tories failed to solve. 


A question for 
the fee-payers 


I s a school with high-ability children 
that gets good exam results neces- 
sarily better than one with below- 
average-ability children which gets 
medium results? No: in the latter the 
head and teachers may actually be 
more effective educators In their 
inspections of state schools, Chris 
Wood head and his colleagues from the 
Office of Standards in Education have 
shown themselves resistant to the idea 
that schools are best assessed accord- 
ing to that kind of “value added". But 
now, having inspected the teams that 
monitor private schools, Ofsted seems 
to have changed its tune. Some private 
schools ought to be doing a lot better 
- given the quality of the children they 
recruit. Paying parents may be happy 
enough but they ought to be aware that 
some of the schools they support are 
merely coasting. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Our national 
wealth was 
squandered 


Sir. There is a simple question to ' 
put to the Conservative Party 
before the election: where has all ; 
the money gone? 

No government has had more 
income than the Conservatives m 
the past 18 years: revenues from 
North Sea oQ; proceeds of sales of 
national asrets; indirect taxes ~ 
increased more than any reduction 
in direct taxes; an alarming 
increase in the national debt All 
this during a period when cuts m 
expenditure are a government ' - ' . 
boast. • 

So where have they spent so 

iurh mnnew? ’Hipu rlainri In Vw» f hf» 


much money? They.claun to be the 
party of thrift and careful 
husbandry of public finances. In 
reality they have squandered our 
national wealth ph the costs of the 
unemployment and social ' 
dislocation created by their 
policies, wasting a unique 
opportunity to rebuild public 
services and to invest for the fij hire. 

All this in pursuit of a simplistic 
theory of economics which foiled 
despite enthusiastic application in 
the most favourable circumstances. 
Let Thaicberite monetarism be 
consigned to the wilderness with 
Marxism, fascism, and all the other 
-isms which have caused such 
distress in this cenluiy, and lei its 
proponents be removed from any 
farther conduct of the nation’s 
affairs. ' 

ALAN KNELL 

Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 


Sir: There mustbeqate a lot of 
Labour MPs feeling uneasy with 
the support of The Sun and its . 
proprietor, Rupert Murdoch .The 
party of the (people is now 
in distinguishab le from the 
Conservative Baity. 

Regardless of whether Mr Major 
winson 1 May, the truths that the 
Conservatives have so profoundly 
altered political expectation in this 
country, to such an extent that 
anything other than free-market - 
capitalism is considered 
suspiciously socialist, that who 
occupies No Ip makes not a Wind 
bit of difference. 

No choice masquerading as free 
choice: no wonder Mr Murdoch is 
smiling. 

DAVID JAMES 
Oxford 


Sir: l have never before voted in 
Britain. As an expatriate American 
I felt I hadn’t the moral right, . 
though I have had the legal right 
for many years. ■ . • 

So I stood by and watched whue 

.. r < »,».mii.iae hnviohl fresh 
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the Conservatives brought fresh 
ideas and much-needed re 


ideas arm muen-necucu reforms 
during the Eighties. The ideas ran 
oiit and the reforms went top for, - 
and still I watched. Over theyeais 
the Tories presided over an aidless 
series of national fiascos, andl 
stood by in mounting disbelief that 
the people of Britain could accept 
:h misgovenunent. 

iur,New 
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Danger" campaign was the final 
straw, a desperate move fay a party 
which had become corrupt and 
directionless. 1 immediately went 
out and registered to vote. On 1 
May I will vote Labour, . 

ROLF WALTER LtiCHS 
FmdhorA Grampian 


Sir'*: What Pascal Smart and 

mflfimv; iflce him obviotish'have 
not considered by refusing to vote 

("Til not vote -it won’t change a _ 


no 


faith hi any of the parties m a 
simple manner: Ihe spoilt ballot 



Virgin welcomes 
babies on trains 


Sir: The Virgin West Coast policy is 
very simple - we welcome all 
customers and hope that they will 
respect the needs and sensitivities 
of other travellers (letter. J 9 
March). 

Any mother wishing lo breast- 
feed her child is welcome to do so, 
but it would be helpful to check 
that those around her are 
comfortable with this. 

We hope that anyone disturbed 
or embarrassed would move, but 
our senior conductors on the trains 


will help if necessary - and they all 
his. 
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paper. Non-voters leave iro mark in 
histary. Biit they could turn up on 1 
May, collect their ballot papers and 
mark them: !*I have no faith in any 
of these candidates.” : 

Thespoflt ballot paper records, 
an opinit^ It is a statement that 
wfil.be published in every' 
newspaper following the results. It 
is better to vote for nothing than 
not at all. 

JONATHAN BEDFORD 
Leeds 


Sin The article “Movers and 
shakers line up to support main 
parties" (18 March) declared: “The 
chief executive of Nissan, lan 
Gibson, showed his preference 
when he argued that Labour’s 


could damage the competitiveness 
of British companies." I was then 
listed as “coming out . for Major". 

At no point in my evidence to the 
Education and Employment Select 
Committee did I comment on 
Labour’s support for the Social 
Chapter. What I said was: “The 
Social Chapter, so far as it exists at 
present, ie legislation and after, has 
zero effects on us." I Added: “The . 
reason the Social Chapter gives rise 
to concern is not because of any 
present standards it has enacted 
but because, as I understand, it is 
essentially enabling legislation.” 

I emphasised that business needs to 
asses risk and to minimise it 
wherever possible. These are views 
that I have expressed for a number 
ofyeats. 

The inference of The 
Independent's article is thai Nissan 

has expressed a preference for one 

political party over another. 

Nissan ’s position remains 
unchanged. Wc will always work 
with the government of the day and 
we place a stable macro-economy 


and low inflation high on our list of 
priorities. 

IAN GIBSON 

Managing Director and Grief 
Executive 

Nissan Motor Manufacturing ( UK) 
Sunderland, 7 vne and Wear 


Sin You report Michael Heseltine’s 
warning to dergy "if they trespass 
on the field of politics" (report, 17 
March). Does his use of terms 
more appropriate to landed gentry 
protecting their property reveal a 
need for a reminder that in this life 
we are all tenants, and the lease is 
quite short? Pot the shotgun down 
squire, you do n’t own this field! 

The Rev STEPHEN LEEKE 
Warhol'S, Cambndgeshire 


Sky bid does pose 
threat to pay-TV 


Sin Nigel Walmsley’s letter (14 
March), in reply to Polly Toyn bee’s 
perceptive article on digital 
television, obscures the important 
issues involved The facts are as 
follows: 

If the Sky/Carlton/Granada bid 
is awarded the licences to operate 
digital terrestrial te levision, it will 
smother any realistic possibility of 
effective competition in tire pay-TV 
market (Can anyone seriously 
imagine BDB, with Sky as a 33 per 
cent shareholder, biddtn«againsi 
BSkyB for premium pay-TV 
rights?). 

It will reduce new opportunities 
in the advertising market; Granada 
and Carlton will do sweetheart 


deals to the benefit of their 
production companies, and new 
and independent programme 


producers will be locked out- 
last e< 


:ead of creating greater 
diversity, the digital age will then 
concentrate power into the hands of 
an ever smaller number of players. 

The British Digital Broadcasting 
partners have talked down the 
prospects for digital terrestrial for 
some months - and we now see 
why. They argue that the prospects 
are so marginal as to make it 
impossible for Digital Terrestrial 
Television (DTT) to thrive against 
unbridled competition from digital 
satellite. This is gamesmanship at 
the expense of the public interest. 

At DTN we take a different view, 
and believe that DTT presents a 
tremendous opportunity to create a 
competitive market - offering 
choice at a lower price to viewers; 
full scope for interactive services 
(such as home banking and 
Internet access); and great 
opportunities from independent 
producers. We believe this 
opportunity can best be realised by 
full-hearted competition. 

JEREMY THORP 
Digital Television Nenwrfc 
London SW1 


Follow that trail 


Sin A view of the evening sky from 
Westminster places comet Hale- 
Bopp (report, 11 March; letter, 13 
March) somewhere over Wirral 
South. Is this a portent? 

ROGER D'ALBERTANSON 
Exeter 


British poets 
for export 


Sir. 1 can sympathise with Ruth 
Padel’s annoyance at not being 
included in the British Council's 
touring exhibition “Contemporary 
Poets" (“Poetry in the land of Saint 
Patrick", 17 March): no one likes 
being left out. 

What Ruth Padel calls “a new list 
of 60 poets" is the brochure 
accompanying the exhibition. Both 
exhibition 'and brochure feature 70 
poets, in fact The council has no 
intention of choosing for “export" 
only these poets, nor has it ever 
followed such a policy: the council's 
literature officer tells me that 
between March 1995 and the 
present day, 30 poets not included 
m the exhibition have toured for 
the council (including Ruth Padel), 
and the council intends to continue 
its own independent line. 

Of the 70 poets, several are 
indeed dead - rather more than 
Ruth Padel’s 10: 17, actually, Thie. 
a dead poet can’t be “toured"; but 
one hopes that Auden, MacNeice, 
Larkin, Bunting, MacCaig etc will 
nevertheless go on being read, at 
home and abroad. The exhibition 
isn ’t an agent’s listing of who is 
available for performance. 

How Ruth Padel thinks she 
knows so firmly that I haven't been 
“seen m the fast 10 years at 
readings", I don’t know. It isn't 
true. J have even heard Rnlh Padel 
read. 

ANTHONY THWA1TE 
Low Thurston Norfolk 
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Real powers of 
Welsh assembly 


Sir: Liberal Democrats will be 
campaigning for a Welsh Senedd 
which has real powers and a truly 
proportional electoral system, as Mr 
Wigley (letter, IS March ) knows. 
Not only was this policy agreed at 
Conwy, it was also reaffirmed by the 
fuD Federal Party spring conference 
in Cardiff a week later. This was 
four days after the text of the 
Madennan-Cook constitutional 
agreement was released. 

FRANK LITTLE 

(Lib Dem prospective partiamentary 
candidate . Neath) 


owansea 


Dapping on 

Sir. R Pugh's letter (18 March) about 
“dap" and its meanings in South 
Wiles is fascinating. Unlike him, I 
have come across "dap" meaning 
“bounce". But his third use of "dap" 
needs a small challenge. Plimsolls etc 
are “daps" in Cardiff and. 1 think, in 
the valleys. Bui in Newport they are 
“dappers" - presumably when one 
runs m them, one “daps" 

( “bounces") along (he road. 
MICHAEL LANDERS 
Newport 


Sir. The- meaning of "dap" as 
“plimsoll" has been enshrined in 


the name of a pub, “The Golden 
Dap r , much frequented by the 
characters in a rugby cartoon strip 
published in The South Wales Echo. 

As I recall from a valleys 
childhood, “dap” was to bounce 
gently, in contrast to "tamp", which 
was much more violenL 
FRANK HARRIS-IONES 
Cardiff 


knowt 
We look forward to Mrs 
Johnson's next trip and hope that 
she and her baby enjoy their 
journev with us." 

IVOR WARBURTON 
Managing Director 
Ifesr Coast Trains Limited 
Birmingham 


Sin A train conductor threatened 
to throw a breast-feeding woman 
off a train because she vras 
“upsetriflgpassengers"(Jetter. 19 
March). 

Does that mean that If 1 
complain about loud-voiced 
mabile-phooe users they will get 
the same treatment? 

ALEX GALLOWAY 
London SEb 


MEPs didn’t ask 
for new ‘palace’ 


Sir Sarah Helm's article about 
MEPs was welcome, if only lo show 
that the waste of building two new 
parliaments was not the fault of the 
MEPs (“What could this building 
in Strasbourg be? Another 
pleasure palace for our MEPs". 19 
March). 

In fact the European Parliament 
has never said it wanted the new 
Strasbourg building. 

Some of us succeeded in gelling 
the Court of Auditors to rule that 
the contract should never have 
been signed. Yet the silence of the 
member stales on this issue is 
deafening 

The cost of this three-ring circus 
(Brussels. Luxembourg. 
Strasbourg) is about £123m per 
year. By meeting solely in Brussels, 
the new building there could soon 
be paid for by the savings made 
from the monthly trek to 
Strasbourg. 

If the parliament can see this, 
why don't the member stales? 

Sarah Helm gave the answer. 
TERRY WYNN MEP 
f Merseyside East *& Wigan. Lab) 

St Helens, Merseyside 


Hard to swallow 


Sir: Swallows returning a month 
earlier due to global warming 
(letter, IS March)? I have been 
reading Gilbert White's book 77? e 
Natural History of Set borne, where 
he notes that the swallow “appears 
in general on or about the 13th of 
April". 

He goes on to recall a swallow 
arriving “on a sunny warm Shrove 
Tuesday; which day could not fall 
out later than the middle of 
March". CFCs in the 18th ceniurv? 
NICK HODGSON 
London 


Sir. Yesterday [18 March] 1 saw the 
first gratuitous reference to the 
early appearance of a bird species 
in a national newspaper tellers 
column. Is this yet another 
manifestation Of global warming? 
WILFRED POLE' 

CrawhvDom, West Sussex 
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Bill and Boris sup in 



Today and tomorrow, the presidents of Russia 
and the United States meet to confront their 
countries’, and their own, problems. We look 
at what they hope to get from each other 


BORIS YELTSIN 


by Phil Reeves, Moscow Correspondent 



olitics aside. Bill Clinton has always 
i bad a soft spot for Boris Yeltsin. But 
the gift, that he has unwittingly handed 
his Russian counterpart before the 
Helsinki summit goes beyond the 
usual boundaries of generosity. And Mr Yeltsin 
is clearW pleased. 

He, Boris not Bill, was supposed to be the 
invalid, the ailing leader who could barely walk. 
He was Lhe one whom we all felt sure was doomed 
fry ill-health to leave office soon, ending a polit- 
ical odyssev that has embraced the collapse of the 
Sovici Umon. economic reforms, a slump aim- 
parable with America's Great Depression, the 
bombardment of parliament, and a hugely costly 
war. And yet the lame one will be the accident- 
prone Bill" Clinton, nursing a leg injured outside 
the golfer Greg Normans house in Florida. If all 
goes smoothly. Mr Yeltsin will have once again 
proved not only to have astounding powers of 
recovery, but staggeringly good fortune. 

He needs it. He will arrive in Helsinki today 

looking much like an ageing boxer 

who is lighting out of his class, and 
is therefore reduced to weigh-in 
vaunts. The main issue at hand. 

Nato enlargement, concerns no 
less momentous a theme than the 
security of Europe in the next cen- 
tury. yet the advantage clearly lies 
with his opponent. So much so 
that Andrei Kozyrev, his former 
foreign secretary, has suggested 
that the summit is a mistake. 

"What kind of diplomacy is it that mmmmmm 

makes our president go to the 
worst possible meeting with a US president after 
six years of Russia's new existence?" he asked 
Echo Moskvy radio station. “Now Yeltsin has 
either to retreat before the enemy or enter a new 
tough round of confrontation." 

Mr Yeltsin's last meeting with Mr Clinton was 
nearly a year ago, last April, when the G7 con- 
vened in Moscow. How times have changed. The 
conflict in Chechnya was still raging, despite Mr 
Yeltsin’s insistence to the contrary. The Com- 
munists were riding high after securing 23 per cent 
in December’s parliamentary election, and there 
was real concern - even among the cooler heads 
of western diplomats - that their leader, Gennady 
Zyuganov, would win the presidential election. 

But time and again. Mr Yeltsin has proved it is 
dangerous to underestimate him. His flair for cam- 
paigning. the might and money of his election 
machine, and his capacity for “realpoliuk" came 
to the rescue. He lavished wild promises on the 
electorate, squeezed Mr Zyuganov off the air- 
waves, and successfully wooed the support of a fel- 
low' cand idate. the popular ex-paratrooper Alexan- 
der Lebed - who brought with him a healthy 
number of votes. Mr Yeltsin even managed to wind 
down and later end the Chechen war. 

AH this won him back his place in the Krem- 
lin. but precious little else. Even before July’s 
final round, he was crippled by hushed-up heart 


6 Yeltsin will 
arrive looking 
much like an 
ageing boxer 
fighting out of 
his class 9 


problems, be ginning a period of absenteeism that 
has consumed a fifth of his four-year second 
term. Unstable and bewildered, the country was 
quietly run from behind the scenes by his then 
chief-of-staff, Anatoly Chubais, advised by the 
president's daughter, Tatyana, and a small group 
of business moguls. 

Eight months on, the picture looks no better. 
This week's cabinet reshuffle, which has given 
a starring role to two young warriors of free mar- 
ket reforms. Mr Chubais and Boris Nemtsov, the 
37-year-old governor of Nizhny Novgorod, has 
delighted the West - and particularly Mr Clin- 
ton. “It is a very positive sign," said US State 
Department's Nick Burns. “ Wc are very anxious 
to work with that team.” 

But this enthusiasm is not shared by many 
Russians. The country is engulfed by deep dis- 
illusion. fostered by a welter of crises - from cor- 
ruption reaching to the pinnacle of government, 
a collapsing welfare system and growing unem- 
ployment. to an army that is falling apart. 

Although inflation appears under 
control consumer prices have 
risen by 1,700 times in the past five 
years, demolishing the life savings 
of most Russians. An epidemic of 
tax evasion has forced the gov- 
ernment to slash back spending, 
stoking up vast wage and pension 
arrears. This hostile environment 
has prompted many to conclude 
that politics is nothing more than 
a dangerous contest between for- 
Mi mer Communist apporotchiki and 
mighty industrial and financial 
interests over the spoils of a wrecked land. 

So the events of the next two days are crucial . 
Mr Yeltsin needs a public relations success to 
ease domestic tensions, and to prove to Russia 
that it is still a powerful player on the world stage. 
This will not be easy. No one expects a final set- 
tlement over Nato, although there may be some 
progress. Whatever deal eventually emerges, 
there will be few cheers in Russia; it remains as 
unshakeably opposed to the alliance's enlarge- 
ment as the West is to forging ahead. 

He may be able to notch up some modest 
gains elsewhere - movement over Russia’s 
ambition to join the G7 and the World Trade 
Organisation, progress with the Conventional 
Forces in Europe Treaty and promises of US 
investment in return for a Russian pledge to cre- 
ate a more secure business environment. For the 
cameras, there will be some silver-tongued assur- 
ances from Bill, and some growling from Boris. 

Mr Yeltsin is a greatperformer. The world will 
□ever foiget how he climbed on to a tank to face 
down plotters in the abortive coup of 1991. He 
bas a record for making astonishing come-backs 
- ranging from his return after being purged 
from the Soviet politburo in 1989 to bis victory 
last year. But he will need all his Houdim-esque 
skills if he is to walk away from Helsinki with- 
out looking as lame as his American opponent. 


There's no disguising 
problem toenails 
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idential access for financial 
tions to his party; and the summit 
with Boris - Yeltsin offers the per- 
fect opportunity. 

In the case of re-elected Ameri- 
can presidents, foreign travel is tra- 
ditionally the refuge of the 
scoundrel As Watergate moved 
towards its t-Timax. Richard Nixon 

sought solace with Anwar Sadat and 

Leonid Brezhnev. Ronald Reagan's 
nKKteffectiveanswertolran-GDn- 
trawas three summits with Mikhail 
Gorbachev. The great Democratic 
fund-raising rumpus has not yet 
reached such critical proportions 
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superpower’s self-confidence, of 


dards, the political mood m Wash 
ington is peculiarly rancid. 

. Mr Clinton is only two months 
into his second term; but already 
the prospects for the balanced 
budget deal that was to have been 
its capstone may 
have been fatally 'SS 
poisoned, while the 
campaign finance 
dispute has claimed 
the head of Tbny 
Lake, nominee, to 
h ead the CIA until 
he threw . in the 
towel in disgust on 
Monday, proclaim- 
ing that his turbu- 
lent confirmation SSS 
process was proof 
of how the system “has gone hay- 
wire”. In short, fold-tempered par- 
tisanship reigns and at least one 
hyperventilating Republican con- 
gressman has been muttering 
about impeachment . . 

. Beyond that, little of substance 
is happening here. The divided 
government bequeathed by the. 
1996 election, the allegations 
against the White House and the 
semi-disgrace of Newt Gingrich 
have left both Democrats and 
Republicans adrift. The vacuum of 
policy is being filled by the fund- 
raising row and ad hominem per- 
sonal attacks- Great wheels of 
government like the FBI and the 
Commerce Department, caught 
up in the crossfire of allegations, 
are scarcely farming, while key 
ambassadorial appointments have 
been stalled by sensitivity over 
campaign contributions. Mr Clin- 
ton confines his policy initiatives 
to such momentous topics as safe 
car seats for children. Even so, the 
fuss has had scant impact on his 
popularity; indeed the tom tendon 
may garner a few ratings points 
from the sympathy vote. 

But that may change when hear- 
ings open on Capitol HSU and Fted 
Thompson, the mediagenic Repub- 
lican senator from. Tfctmessee who 
chairs the Governmental Affairs 
Committee, tods to be the Nineties 
equivalent of the Watergate inquisi- 
tor, Senator Sam Ervin. And who 
knows, there might yet be another 
tale of the tapes, and another 
Alexander Butterfield on the wit- 
ness stand, to destroy a White 
House. In truth, only the most 
rabid Qin ton- haters quite believe 
that. Even so, small wonder that a 


6 There is 
nothing like a 
summit to 
display the 
power of the 
presidency^ 


What’s in a name? Humiliation, that’s what 


T his column is guaran- 
teed to be an efection- 
freezone. If any 
customer can End a trace of 
contamination by election 
matter, he will get his money 
back. Thank you. 

Three or four months back 
I wrote a piece about names 
which could be confused sexu- 
ally - names like Evelyn. 

Robin and so on. This was 
prompted by my belief that 
the American poet Joyce 
Kilmer was a woman, which 
caused many a correspondent 
to beat me about the head 
with the news that he was a 
man. (One person confused 
me by writing in to say, 

"You’ll be telling us next that 
Val Kilmer is a man!”) 

Nevertheless I still stick to 
the line 1 took then, (hat 
people who were given sexu- 
ally ambiguous names could 
□ot complain if their gender 
was occasionally mistaken - 
indeed, there were other 
names which I could have 
mentioned in this connection. 
Pat is one. Pal is short for 
Patricia but it is also short for 
Patrick, so a Pat can be a man 
or a woman. I had a distant 
cousin once, a distinguished 
jazz pianist called Pal Smythc. 


and he suffered from the fact 
that there was an even more 
famous woman show jumper 
called Pat Smythc. What 
made it all more ironic was 
that because she was called 
Pat Smythc (rhyming with 
“writhe") he, too, was railed 
Pat Smythe although his 
mother, I think, had always 
pronounced her surname 
“Smith”, which is the really 
smart way of pronouncing 
Smythe. His mother, by the 
way, had the wonderfully rare 
name of Ysenda. which is a 
name that never could be mis- 
taken for a man's. 

Hilary is another name 
given to both men and 
women. Of the two HUarys I 
have met in public {ife. Hilary 
Rubinstein is a distinguished 
literary agent and editor of 
the Good Hotel Guide, while 
Hilary Strong is the distin- 
guished director of the Edin- 
burgh Fringe. One is a man 
and one is a woman. The late 
Ruby Murray was a woman, 
while the ever-youlhful jazz 
come list Ruby Braff is a man. 
(I would guess that, in his 
case. Ruby is short for the 
commonish Jewish name 
Reuben, as was the case with 
Rube Bloom.) 

Shirley was another name I 



a man called Shirley - admit- 
tedly it was only his second 
name -which had caused him 
considerable embarrassment . 
in his youth and which' he had 
spent many years not admit- 
ting to, “as I was gazumped by 
Shirley Temple bom a year or 
two later, so no schoolboy 

could possibly reveal a name 
like Shirley". 

But most poignant of all is 
the letter from a man who 


Miles 

Kington 

mentioned as being bisexual, 
but after I wrote the last 
article, Geoff Lofthouse 
wrote to me from Leeds to 
say this: “You omitted to 
mention the best-known (up 
here) Shirley of all, namely 
Shirley Crabtree from Halifax, 

and aD-in 

the ring as ‘Big Dadd/! His 
story is that he became a 
rugby player and wrestler in 
order to combat the jibes and 
insults he received as the 
result of his unusual name...” 

This is no laughing matter. 

I received another letter from 


NcwadaysKay, if used at all, 
is thought to be female, in the 

wake of stars like Kay 
Kendafl. But when he was 
christened in 1924, Kay was 
indubitably a male name. 
Hans Andersen’s Kay and 
Gerda were boy and giri. The 
childhood companion of King 
Arthur was Prince Kay. “So I 

had a perfectly respectable 

and proper first name of Kay. 
Butno sooner had I got it and 

become properiy used to it - . 
than some woman whose 
proper first name was Kath- 
leen or Catherine orsome. 
such, decided to play the 
piano for the BBC The BBC 
— then an infant and knowing 

no better — allowed her to 

become known as TCay on the 
So my namewas stolen 
1 lost for ever.” 


The letter goes on to relate 
how he suffered such humilia- 
tions as being put in the 
female wards of hospitals 
before giving in and changi ng 
his name to Martin. I felt for 
him. My father used to call 
me “Kay” too, though it was 
only short for Kmgtoii. It was 
almost as if he were apologis- 
ing for givu^iite the name 

Kmgtan, which, is in&IHbty 
turned into the more common 
Kingston. Ewan the Radio 
Times gets it wrong. Look at 
today’s Radio 2 listings and 

you. win see me at 7 pm listed 

as lt Nfiks En(BtoiL_"! 

A reader writes: Jksir a 

moment, just a moment! Have 
you engmeered.thhs entire arti- 
cle just to time in the 

name by the 

It's not just me. They a>elt 

Kevin Kline as Kevin K3ne 
the other day... ■' 

Answerme? Is this whole 
article just to humiliate (he 
Radio Times for calling you 
Kingston?. . 

Yes. 

, UienkyaiL 

Well, at least I dkln’t men- 
tion the election... 

- f Section-fret rone will be 
tomorrow. 



that come hell or broken crutches, 
Helsinki 1997 would go ahead. 

. There is nothing tike a summit 
to display the executive power ot 
the American presidency, and this 
one coukl be a beauty, a tinrar 

[encounters 

indeed 


BILL CLINTON 


by Rupert Cornwell, Washington Correspondent $ 

B e not fooled by appear- 
ances. Thanks to that 
mishap c hez Greg Nor- 
man on a moonless 
sight in Florida last 
week, the most powerful man in 
the world will be rolling into 
ndsmldtodaymawfaedchan-.^l 

Clinton is eager to remind his of the Cola wax. - ^ 
countrymen that his function in life may see it 35 RF*. n f rjS- Russ- 
ismot confined to exchanging pres- 

around the three summits of 
Geneva, Reykjavik and Washing- 
ton between 1985 and 19S7, Rea- 
gan made the decisive engage- 
ment with Gorbachev. George 

Bash presided over Act Two, the 
collapse of the Soviet Union- Now. 
from the empire's fragments, Bui 
Clinton has the opportunity to 
fashion a new security order in 
Europe;. Reagan intuited that the 
end of the evil empire was at hand, 
while Bush’s greatest achievement 
was to help ensure the end was 
peaceful. The challenge facing his 


the virtues of a new beginning. 

Tn the best Cold War traditions. 
Mr Clinton’s spokesmen play down 
the occasion. A “routine” session, 
they say, in which 
big differences sep- 
arate the two sides. 
But the topics sum- 
mon up confronta- 
tions of the past: 
security, boraens. 
conventional forces 
in Europe, opposing 

interpretations of 
die ABM treaty and 
the outline of a new 
ISSSSm round of nuclear 
aims cuts - and so 
did this week' s performance here 
of Yevgeny Primakov, the Russian 
foreign minister, whose foxy 
stonewalling recalled Andrei 
Gromyko in his prime. 

Tbday, of courae, the balance of 
power has . tilted lopsidedly 
towards the US. Like it or not, 
Moscow knows that Nato expan- 
sion will go ahead and Mr Clinton 
will make dear to the Russians 
that this year’s first batch of 
entrants wul not be the last Any 
doubts on that score should be dis- 
pelled by the presence at Mr Clin- 
ton's side of a Secretary of State 
who was twice a refugee from 
tyranny in Eastern Europe. 
Beyond his recent bluster, Mr 
Yeltsin's strategy can only be to 
secure the best deal possible, 
rather than attempt to stop an 
enterprise which is irreversible. 

To that end, Mr Clinton may 
prove a surprisingly supple part- 
ner. Once he was criticised as 
being uninterested ami unskilled in 
foreign affairs. But after early 
mishaps in Somalia, Haiti, and 
Bosnia, he has performed well. In 
different ways, America's involve- 
ment in Ireland and its brokering 
of a Bosnian settlement show his 
growing appreciation of the use of 
US power. This time the game is 
faidder, one of imp osing his will, 
without h umiliating « Boris Yeltsin 
who, whatever his frailties, remains 
Washington’s preferred horse in 
the pursuit of a stable Russia, at 
peace with not only the world but 
itself. Helsinki may only be a 
waystage to this end - but Amer- 
icans will be reminded that their 
president is not money-raiser-in- 
chief, but commander-in-chief. 
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the commentators 


fJThe ejyBraor of Arafley 


ppson, Leeds, surveys 


of polity ctfrtbabiUtaiioDiinlris- 
!■} with growing despair. 
Prison numbers nationally are 
ai their highest ever- up nearly 
20,090 since. Michael Howard 
took over as Home Secretary 
and rising by around 300 a 
month, lb cope, we have even 
bought a prison ship 1 from 
America. And; almost cer-' 
tainly, during the election cam- 
paign prisoners will spin over 
into police cells, which the 
Government swore would 
never happen again. 

. Yesterday, Howard's final 
act of vandalism, the Crime 



(Sentencing) Bill, was nodded 
through the Comn 


Polly 

Toynbee 

Commentator 
- at the Year 


good than any other incoming 
irunister.Hewfflbevimianythe 
only one not handcuffed to a 
desperately inadequate bud- 
get Why?. Because if he were 
to reduce prison numbers to the 
level reached by Douglas 
Hurd’s reforms, immediate! 
before Michael Howard tool 
over, he could save a cascade of 
cash. Returning to the Hurd 
levels (hardly days of wild, dan- 
gerous liberalism). Straw would 
save some £480m a year, every 
year. That is what Howard's 
extra 20,000 prisoners cost. 

Now imagine the preventive 
programmesfoe could buy with 
that - the hopeless families 


_ the Commons, with a 
Lib Dezo/Labonr amendment • 
that only slightly softens 1 its- ■ 
disastrous impact 
Annley, like all the other 
jails, says Governor Rannoch 
Daly, is pin beyond bursting; 
with all single cells doubled up. 

“Prison running costs have 
been cut to pay tor die prison 
building pto^ammeT he says. 

His staff has been cut' (IJ300 
officers cut nationally in the last "■ 
year), the therapeutic groups- . _ 
have been, cut, education is 11 
cut (available to only a third of - 
those who need it). The very - 
idea of useful, purposeful 
improving activity has died in ' 
our jails. The prison workshop- 
is mainly closed now because . 
officers spend all their time 

to spare . 

Snubs and the South'. "f f 
That, says Daly, is a calamity. 
Infaraw^jail^prisptierelose ... 
touch with their family, work and the' outride 
world. The probation service, which helps to 
eserve home links, is beingcut nati 


helped while their children are 
stiUsnn 


The jails 
are full to 
bursting 
but with a 
sensible 
penal policy, 
jackstraw 
could divert 
: millions 
into crime 
prevention 


I small, the lost and wild chil- 
dren caught early with special 
help and education, family cen- 
tres, after-school and youth 
schemes on. disaster estates, 
young offenders taken in hand 
constructively straight after 
their-first crime, prison regimes 
designed to educate, train and 
treat. The best probation 
schemes can stop Teoffendmg 
by up to 50 per cent more than 
prison sentences. 

There is good evidence about 
what wades: anger-matB^ement; 
challenging offending behav- 
iour, education, drug and alco- 
hol projects, teaching people to 
think about their actions - soft 
stuff maybe, hut effective. Thke 
a prison programme monitored 
closely for 14 years in Massa- 
chusetts - it reduced reoffend- 
ing by an astounding two-thirds. 
It gave prison governors dis- 
cretion over releasing people, 
and control over budgets so 


they could choose to save on 
their prison-budget and spend on letting pris- 
oners out early with extra probation support, 
... setting them up in projects and work, bade 
9 per cent, although those who leave prison bomexn the community, only letting go of them 
ithout family ties areas times more likely to once they were safely settled. Tins intensive 
reoffend, ’^fetching, appafled^foepassage- of care and treatment cost no more, because 
the Crime Bill, Daly says, in foe argot of his offenders spent less time in prison* Contrast 


wi 


eways shroud-waving,’ 
there win be a last - 


trade, “I’m not S; 
bat in some jail som 
a straw soom" ■ 

lb remind you: the BiO imposes automatic 
life sentences on second-time violent. and sex 
offenders; ^mmimuniseyemycarsTorthird- 
t hn e Gass A drug dftfijert,«rKi three-years for 
third-time domeasticbmg^s. The tibDem?- 


that with the current insanity in the UK of cut- 


ting- Jhe probation service (which works) by 


more prisons 


29 per' cent and building 
(which don’t). 

. So how cookUack Straw do it? This is the 
reajly difficult part, for it cannot be done 
-qwetiy, bysteigfai of hand, fox other, depart- 
ment^ ministers can say one thing an.d do.. 


Labour ameiwmemano»sjudgra to for another - talk tough, act' stiff; or talk gener- 

J - - dealers and burglars in special cases. It ’• ous while acting mean. But the Home Secre- 
ui-etfect ends early reiease, instructing judges taiy speaks in publiewith the voice of the law. 
to givepredsely the sentence foeyexpect pas- 'Judges and magistrates tune their sentencing 
oners tdserye.; . : -■ . policy finely tohS woids. 

What effect will ii have cm the exploding Howard had not introduced any draconian 
prison population? The Government assexfi sentencing laws untfl yesterday; the prison pop- 
thar itwui add 11,000 more. All the profes- illation simply rose at his bidding. By shoot- 
sfonals id the field, foe prison governors and ing “Priam woricsl^ bystirringimtbe tabloids, 
the Penal Affairs Gbnsormm(t& umbrella for by exhorting the judiciary directly, he changed 
all the reforming groups) regard that as a hidi- the penal dimate, and foe judges responded, 
crerus under-estimate. They reckon itwfll be They (fid the same when Hurd called rot them 


around 24,000 more prisoners. Richard Txtt,'- 
headof the Prison Service, has sakf25 new pris- 
ons will be needed over foe nextT2years. 

What a dismal legacy Jack Straw will inherit.’ 
What will he do? Well, he does not have to 
implement most of the Bill at aQ. It can rim- 
ply sit and rot on foe shelfVmost of its clauses 
superseded by a new and better Criminal Jus- 
tice Bill of his own. This wil) be devoted to what 


to keep petty offenders out of prison. Now they 
will be waiting to draw their cue from Jack 
: Straw.' What he says in public they will obey. 
He cannot talk tough and do good by stealth. 
His words will be his most important actions. 
- So, with an aval an die of an election victory 
behind him, will Straw dare to brave foe wrath 
of foe Jaw-and-order lobby he has courted so 
• assiduously? Well, why not? What is foe point 


really matters- reducing crime and getting the ' of foe' most stupendous electoral landslide if 
best value out of -the vast sums spent on it: not to do what you want at last? 


£10bn ayear goes on police, courts and pris- 
ons. How? By careful study 'of research and - 
trusting in thebest scientific evidence, wilfully 
ignored by Howard. Evidence-based medicine 
is the name of foe "game in' the NHS. Now we 
need eiridence-based crime and sentencing pol- 
icy, ^ treating it dinicaUy, forensically. 

Straw wul have more chance to do great 


T suspect that foe post-election Straw wil! 
speak-in very different tones to those we shall 
bear dining the campaign. After all, if be uses 
the right words and sentiments, publicly urg- 
ing the judges to adopt a wiser, evidence-based 
sentencing policy, those words will turn into 
pure gold pouring into his departmental 
coffers. 


Td drop him 
now, no problem, 
if I had me Linger 
with me,’ said 
Sean, eyeing 
Mad Frankie 
across th e 
restaurant 


sS't 





Mad Rankle Fraser: an expert In Uaggfng, fronting, up, grassing, fata Ong. and removing teeth 


Ti 


wo generations of 
villainy regarded each 
other across a Dublin 
restaurant last week 
Representing the East End of 
London was Francis “Mad 
Frankie” Fraser, former 
halcfaettnan of the Krays and 
Charlie Richardson and a 
legendary figure in foe arts of 
persuasion. These days, he has 
a travelling roadshow in which 
he explains to delighted 
audiences foe niceties of 
blagging, fronting up, grassing, 
totalling and (Fraser's own 
refinement) extracting foe 
teeth of in-favoured associates 
with gold-plated pliers. 

He has been over in 
Ireland, appearing on The 
Late Late Show and putting 
himself across as a bit of a 
diamond. After one 
show, be was dining in a 
swish restaurant called foe 
Courtyard with his girlfriend, 
Marilyn, and others. A friend 
of mine was at a nearby table 
with an elderly gent called 
Sean, an IRA man of the old 


ro 


by moments of sober 
meditation on the futility of 
human wishes, I was surprised 
foe other evening to find 
myself blissfully and 
fantastically sloshed at 
midnight in foe depths of 
Soho at a basement club 
called Gerry's. We had been 
launching a novel by Joseph 
Connolly, the former book- 
seller turned prolific writer of 
black comedies about people 
you would rather not have 
round for dinner. Drunken- 
ness, adultery, madness, 
sexism, kidnap and blackmail 
make starring appearances in 
his new book Stuff, along with 
foe author’s trademark: 
irascible conversations. The 
pages of his bodts are strewn 
with enraged italics, as people 
called Raymond and Gideon 
have furious rows with each 
other or say “You’re such a 
bitch, Emily” to their wives. 

It's no surprise to find that Rik 


and had been sent six cases of 
The Macallan that day. When 
1 came by later in foe evening, 
he and Laurie Lee, bis co- 
judge. were rolling on foe 
floor amid lots of empty 
bottles, shrieking with laughter 
at the awfulness of foe entries 
and choosing a winner by 
sticking a kitchen fork into foe 
pile." 

Nice to see foe literary 
world displaying the ethical 
rigour for which it is so justly 
famed. 


B 


Mayafl is slated to play Eric, 
joy’s second 


school and the last surviving 
member of Michael CoQins’s 


“intelligence squad" who 
routinely gunned down foe 
Black and Thus during the war 
of independence. At 96, he is 
an unashamed ex-guerrilla 
who was pleased as Punch to 
see himself impersonated on 
screen in Neil Jordan's recent 
film about his former boss. 

The aged Sean could not 
take his eyres off Mad Frankie, 
with his triumph-of-the- 
embahners-arr complexion 
and hjs dubiously blackened 
hair. “Who’s yer man?” he 
asked my friend, and sat 
nodding sagely through a 
recital erf the Fraser 
runiajJuxn vitae: the 40 years 
in prison, foe deaths, foe 
gangsters, foe certificates of 
insanity, foe incarceration in 
Broadmoor, the lot With the 
higb-mmdedness that 
characterises a lot of terrorists. 
Sean tut-tutted about Mr 
Fraser’s bad-boy record. He 
had, be said, foe strongest 
objection to criminals (as 
opposed to “freedom 
fighters"). “In feet," he said, 
narrowing his eyes, “Td drop 
him, no problem, if I had me 
Lugjerwrth me now." And foe 
former hard man of London 
ganglan d was more than a 
little surprised to see a 
wizened Irish nonage nerian at 
foe next table point a spindly 
finger at him and go “Bang! 


foe hero of CormoL 
novel. This Is It, which 
Granada is televising in foe 
autumn. 

The author himself is 
famous for two things. One is 
foe prodigious amount of hair 
be has managed to grow all 
over his face, spreading like a 
mohair tarpauhn over foe 
entire surface of his head and 
neck From 10 yards, he 
resembles an amiable yak. 
Close up, he comes into focus 


ad right of the week was 
foe man from Great 
1 Eastern Railways who 
appeared on foe regional news 
on Tuesday night to explain 
about foe 'dead body on foe 
track On 6 February, a young 
woman apparently committed 
suicide by jumping in front of 
a train oh foe Sbenfield-io- 
Soufoend line in Essex. They 
discovered foe body at 5am. 
What did Great Eastern 
Railways do? Shut down the 
line until foe corpse could be 
taken off the track and borne 
respectfully away? Well, no. 
Instead, the bosses told drivers 


rail union was, quite properly, 
appalled. “Sick and uncaring" 
was how Adams described the 
rail company. 

Then Mr Dave Sergeant 
came on to explain for Great 
Eastern Railways. It wasn’t 
our fault, he said. We couldn’t 
just close down the line That 
would mean fouling up all the 
services and inconveniencing 
customers- The customers 
expect the trains to run on 
time, you see ... 

You could hear foe 
collective jaw of the nation 

drop open with a thud. Hod 
this guy any sense of the 
human body as anything more 
than a business unit? 

What is, of course, obvious 
is foe mendacity of Great 
Eastern’s position. They arc at 
foe mercy of foe “penalty 
regime" that came in with 
privatisation - stipulating that 
if services fail to run on time, 
foe company under contract 
must pay a penalty. It is an 
extension of the “passenger's 
charter”, and its he;irt is in the 
right place. But to elevate the 
importance of foe timetable or 
foe financial penalty* above the 
last corporeal presence of one 
of those very passengers is to 
take (he “charter" insanely 
literally. 

One more thing. When they 
found foe woman's body, it 
wasn't conveniently lying 



between the sleepers. Her 
mangled remains were 
hanging over the track. Some 
belplul railwayman had to 
move them into the middle 
and cover them up before the 
first of the 2i t trains arrived to 
hurtle over her demolished 
form. 

Could we get him on telly, 
perhaps, to explain the need 
tor Customer Throughput 
Efficiency Maintenance, or 
whatever they call it at 
Ghoulish Eastern Railways? 


as a younger (and hairier) 
in But" 


Ca 



endeavour, interrupted only 


sirdVeye. 
jfly is, as far as one 
can tell, a perfectly 
reasonable-looking chap, so 
nobody can explain why, since 
the age of 24. be has allowed 
tins shaggy efflorescence of 
beard, moustache and hair to 
spread across his fizzog like a 
Rastafarian triffid. 

The second thing is his 
aversion to being compared to 
Kingsley Amis. Everyone 
compares him to Amis - foe 
New Statesman does, the Ham 
& High does, even his 
publisher does. Connolly 
would much rather his works 
were considered to be sui 
generis. He has. however, only 
pleasant memories of Amis, 
whom he knew as a customer 
in his Flask Bookshop in 
Hampstead and as a drinking 
companion in the Flask pub 
next door. 

“I remember Kingsley once 
going home to judge a poetry 
competition for foe Express or 
foe Mail, whose readers had 
been encouraged to send in 
their work,” he recalls. “Kings- 
ley bad asked to be paid in 
Scotch, to bypass foe taxman. 



The novefist Joseph Connolly (left), and the amiable yak. dearly a model for his fecial hair 


that there was a body on foe 
line but foal they bad to drive 
over il Twenty trains 
foundered over foe mortal 
remains of a 28-year-old 
woman who had had no wish 
to live, but who might have 
expected a slightly more 
dignified send-off. 

When foe news got out a 
month later (which it did only 
because Lew Adams, foe 
general secretary of Astef. was 
told by drivers last week) foe 



women’s work counts, too 


I t was no -surprise that 
David Blunkett, the 
shadow education: "and 
employment minister, attacked 
the Government's jobs record 
srday after the release of 
showing another stag- 
gering fail in the headline 
unemployment total. Bat Mr 
Bhmkert reserved his real out- 
rage for one particular 1biy fail- 
ure. “We have foe worst record 
in’ any major industrialised 
nation for jobless households 
and there are around a million 
fewer men in work today than 
when John Major came to 
power," he said. , 

His comments followed the 
publication of a TUC report 
which focussed on the hard 

time a breadwiimcrs"arehavmg 
in today's world of work. John 
MonfeTibc TV Cs general sec- 
. retaiy. saitk. “Once the Gov- 
eminent's rose-rioted specta- 
cles havebeen removedwesoc 
the reality behind ihetr high 
employment frgires. They 
Wnadu'eved by iodadfos 
Urdr figures fow-qualit^, low- 



menl prospects and general 
insecurity. One of foe chief 
.weapons in its armoury is the 
daim that foe Tories have gen- 
erated only part-time - and by 


implication inferior - jobs. 
Stat 


Diane Coyle 



atistics on jobs and unem- 
ployment are unusually open to 
creative interpretation, partly 
because there are so many of 
them around and partly 
because they are. frizzy snap- 
shots of a complicated and 
shifting reality. So when foe 
Government claims that its 
policies have created employ- 
ment and Labour replies that, 
oh no they haven’t, it is hard to 
know who is foe-hero and who 
the pantomime villain. 

Yesterday's headline staffs-, 
tics are about the least useful 
because they are so distorted by 
successive changes to benefit 
rules. The most reliable infor- 
mation comes from foe Labour 
Force Surrey, a quarterly sur- 
vey that uses internationally 
accepted definitions of unem- 


ployment and employment 
ted mat 


men tfoa’t work part 

time.- Real men work down roe- 
pit or in t’«m and bring home 
enough money to keep a fam- 
t .fly of fear. Or so you wouW 

toe fo conclude from Labours 
rfettrie, • 

- Labour foinks-tt is on to a 


frbenewjopsarei 


voiciwiariCT tw conce Htrafan g 
its attack on dismal empfoy- 



The latest one showed mat the 
number of people unemployed, 
at just over two zniflioh, was 
548,090 lower than when foe 
economy was at the- trough of 
the recession in the summer 
of 1992. 

This comparison might 
favour the Government too 
ffliKh, fcwr any damn-fool Chan- 
cellor ought to be able to 
deliver faffing unemployment 


during an economic recovery. A 
tougher tot is to compare yes- 
terday’s figures to the last peak 
in foe economic cycle, in 1988. 
Unemployment now is 194,000 
lower than it was then, sug- 
gesting that there has been 
some underlying improvement 
in the jobless total on top of the 
normal effect of foe business 
cycle. 

lb counter this. Labour 
politicians object that the 
unemployment total does not 
tell foe full story. For, they 
point out, some people have 
dropped out of the labour mar- 
ket altogether- they have given 
up looking for work out of 
sneer discouragement. These 
people are not classified as 
“unemployed”, because this 
would require them to be 
actively job hunting. The num- 
ber of these “economically 
inactive” adults has climbed by 
270,000 since 1992 and 671,000 
since 1988, lending some sup- 
port to the theory that dis- 
couragement accounts for 
falling unemployment figures. 

But at foe same time foe 
total number of adults of work- 
ing age has risen even more, 
and some of them would have 
become “inactive” even if there 
had been no changein employ- 
ment prospects. The bottom 
line for assessing foe ecoq- 


to look at the number of jobs - 
and, to be generous to foe 


Labour myth, at foe number of 
new jobs since the peak of the 
last business cycle. 

Hue enough, 793,000 full- 
time jobs for men have vanished 
during foe past nine years. On 
the other hand, the economy 
has created 518,000 part-time 
jobs for men, 280,000 full-time 
jobs for women and 499,000 
part-time jobs for women. That 
is a net employment gain of just 
over half a million. To slice 
these figures another way, 
275,000 more men are out of 
work but 779,000 more women 
are in work now compared with 
1988. Labour’s attack on the 
Government's jobs record 
depends on a dear assumption 
that those male job losses out- 
weigh three times as many 
female job gains. 

Spokesmen - sony, spokes- 
persons - often indicate that 
part-time jobs, which are 
mainly taken by women, are- not 
proper jobs. The part-timers 
need to be converted to “full- 
time equivalents" before they 
can be counted. Not that they 
think it is just a question of foe 
little lady going out to make 
some pin-money. New Labour 
shed that son of attitude with 
its cloth caps. But the party is 
still clearly haunted by foe 
ghost of the traditional bread- 
winner bringing home enough 
to support the family. It's New 
Labour, new lads. 

But foe same surveys show 


that 72 per cent of part-timers 
did oot want a full-time job, and 
another 14 per cent are students 
not free to work full lime. That 
makes sense - in fact it would 
be no surprise to find that as 
many full-timers would rather 
work part-time if they could. Of 
course, it might be that some of 
the 54 per cent of adult women 
who are in paid employment, 
whether for four hours a week 
or 40, would rather not have to 
go out to work at all. That they 
would rather be home-makers 
supported by a husband's or 
partner's earnings. After all, 
the housewife has a highly val- 
ued role in our society, as any 
politician would insist. Bui 
there are no statistics to support 
this rather doubtful contention. 

The latest academic 
research, by Paul Gregg and 
Jonathan Wadsworth at the 
Loudon School of Economics - 
no Tbiy hotbed - paints a pic- 
ture of a labour market in 
which a lot of new jobs are 
indeed part-time and tempo- 
rary but foe fastest growing 
occupations are managerial and 
professional. There is a genuine 
employment ladder with part- 
time work as its first rung. 

New Labour might find itself 
making more headway with 
real women if it stopped uncon- 
sciously belittling foe five mil- 
lion female pan-timers taking 
advantage of foe flexible labour 
market 
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New figures show numbers out of work sharply lower, a big rise in employment in service industries and strong high street sales 


Rapid rise in earnings 
rocks financial markets 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Evidence that the economic 
recovery is unleashing wage 
pressures jolted the financial 
markets yesterday. Gilts prices 
fell sharply as investors con- 
cluded that higher interest rates 
after the election looked a rac- 
ing certainly. 

A new batch of figures show- 
ing unemployment sharply low- 
er, a big rise in employment in 
the service industries, stronger- 
than-expected high street sales 
and rising pay inflation coin- 
cided with the publication of 
minutes showing that Eddie 
George. Governor of the Bank 
of England, had urged the 
Chancellor to raise interest 
rates last month. 

The minutes report Mr 
George saying: “To have a rea- 
sonable chance of hitting the in- 
flation target two years ahead, 
the Chancellor needed to begin 
to take action now." But Mr 
Clarke turned down the rec- 
ommended quarter-point rise in 
base rates, and is expected to 
turn down the Governor's ad- 
vice at their next and possibly 
final meeting on 10 April. 

“An immediate post-election 
rise is on the cards now." said 
Kevin Darlington, an economist 
at Hoare Govett. 

The shock for the City in yes- 
terday's figures came in an in- 
crease in underlying average 
earnings growth to 5 per cent in 
January. Decembers figure was 
revised to 4.75 per cent. The 
pace of pay inflation has risen 
by a hill point since October, 

“It is the most rapid acceler- 
ation of that magnitude in earn- 


ings since the 1970s." said Leo 
Doyle of KJeinwort Benson. 

Higher bonuses in the service 
sector - especially the City - 
were partly to blame for the 
jump. "Even so. the recent 
trend is dearly still worrying," 
said David Wilton at Goldman 
Sachs. Reports of skill shortages, 
especially in services, have 
become widespread. 

The Bank of England would 
be pushing even harder for 
higher base rates, be predicted, 
and a rise of half a point after 


ed to a tight jobs market. The 
headline unemployment claim- 
ant count fell by 68,200 to 1.74 
million in February. 

The total was lower in all re- 
gions and for both men and 
women. It was the first dip be- 
low 1.75 million in six years, and 
is likely to pass the 1.5 million 
mark by the end of ibe year. 

The Office for National Sta- 
tistics said the introduction of 
the Job Seeker s Allowance in 
October was still distorting the 
monthly claimant figures, and 


£ To have a chance of hitting the 
inflation target ... the Chancellor 
needed to begin to take action 9 


the election could not be ruled 
out. 

Inflation figures due today 
are expected to provide the 
Government with some tem- 
porary relief. Some of the effects 
of the strong pound, which 
have sent inflation at the factory 
gate tumbling, are expected to 
feed through to retail prices in 
the short term. But most experts 
expect this to be short-lived, 
with home demand likely to 
send retail price inflation iiigh- 
cr again later this year. 

Shares in London ended low- 
er. with the FTSE 100 index 
down nearly 25 points at 
4,3311.2. Gilts lost nearly a full 
point, with some traders ner- 
vous about today's retail price 
figures. 

Other indicators also point- 


it was not possible to adjust for 
this fully. Nevertheless, it said 
the downward trend in unem- 
ployment was higher than the 
15.000-20.000 it had been 
estimating previously. 

Notifications of new vacan- 
cies to Jobcentres increased by 
40.600 to the highest level since 
January 1980. The number of 
unfilled vacancies, at 270.000. is 
above the late 1980s peak. 

The latest employment sta- 
tistics showed an increase of 

54.000 in December, most of it 
in services. Manufacturing in- 
dustry added only 1,000 new 
jobs m December, but another 

15.000 in January. 

Other official statistics con- 
founded expectations that 
spending on the high street 
would turn out to have been 


weak last month. Despite ear- 
lier surveys suggesting a slow- 
down, the volume of retail sales 
rose by 05 per cent, taking them 
to a level 4.4 per cent higher 
than a year earlier. This was 
slower than January’s 4.8 per 
cent rebound but similar to 
last autumn’s pace of growth. 

The increases were spread al- 
most across the board, with two 
exceptions. The volume of su- 
permarket sales was flat last 
month, while mail order con- 
tinued its steady decline. 

Sales of clothing and 
footwear bounced, probably 
due to widespread price cuts in 
February. Sales of household 
goods and department store 
sales continued to be buoyant. 

“The good news is that the 
volume, growth has been 
achieved by price discounting,'' 
said David Hillier at 8ZW. But 
he noted that prices of services, 
as opposed to high street goods, 
were rising at an ann ual rate of 
above 4 per cent. 

The expectation of higher 
borrowing costs to come in the 
UK was cemented by figures 
showing that US consumer 
prices rose more than expect- 
ed last month. Many analysts 
reckon the Federal Reserve 
will increase American interest 
rates by a quarter point after its 
Open Market Committee 
Meeting next week. “If the Fed 
raises rates and the UK statis- 
tics continue to power ahead, 
monetary policy on this side of 
the Atlantic will be left lan- 
guishing in the mire of the po- 
litical business cycle,” said 
David Bloom, an economist at 
James Capel. 

Hardies for jobless, page 24 



to 


lure builders 
back to UK 




Patrick Tooher 

Superhod . ’is back. The 
economic conditions .which 
^pawned Max Quariermao^ the 
brickie who became a million- 
aire during the 1980s building 
boom, have returned and could 
. hire thousands of exfled labour- 
. eis immortalised in the hit se- 
ries Auf Wiederseheri Pet to 
come home from Germany. 

That, at least, >s the hope of 
Beazer; Britain’s thfrd-biggest 
housebuilder. It warned yes- 
terday that the strength of the 
housing market, especially in 
London, was leading to skill 
shortages that threatened to de- 
lay some buOding programmes. 
Wages are. being driven op to 
levels not seen for a decade. 

Bridt^ in London xkw com- 
mand a. hourly rate of £&50 com- 
pared with £7 just six months 
ago, according to Grant Prior of 
Construction News. And on the 
delayed Jubilee line extension, 
an electrician’s hourly pay has 


1980 s boom," the report savs. 

Joiners, plumbers and efeo 
tridans are in short supply but 

the problem is most acute with 

bricklayers. “They can take 
then- pick at the moment,- Mr 

Despite the recent strength of 
. .ji.1 r ho mark, exiled 


shot up. from £7 SO to £9. 

Beazer’s warning is under- 
lined in a report out today by 
Cambridge Econometrics, the 
economic^ consultants. "Skill 
shortages and capacity constr- 


AufWtedeisehen Germany: After boom (above, hi the television 
comedy) and bust after the Eighties, brickies’ rates have risen 
from £7.50 to £9 a hour In the last sbe months alone . 


iiv-hiriing among materials pro- 
ducers/reflecting the restructur- 
ing of capacity and the loss of 
skilled winkers during die reces- 
sion,” when hundreds of thous- 
ands ofbuSdos left die industry. 

Cambridge Econometrics ex- 
pects, output to grow 4 per cent 
thisyear and 5 per cent in 1998. 
“The oHtkwkfbr construction is 
better than any y c a rsoce the late 


brickies in Germany stilt earn 
about half as much again as 
their UK peers. And in a re- 
versal of historical trends, 
British labourers are heading 
oyer to Dublin to capitalise on 
the building boom in Europe’s 
fastest growing economy, 
dubbed the “Celtic Tiger”. 

To cope with the skills 

squeeze, Beazer is calling on the 

thousands of British builders 
who fled the recession to make 
their fortune from the German 
post-reunification boom. 

“Come home,” urged Dennis 
Webb, Beazer’s chief execu- 
tive. “We are just matching our 
requirements now but w e are 
having to make our existing 
labour force work harder,” he 
continued. “Good quality peo- 
ple have not been trained over 
the last few years and we just 
can't get enough units built 
quickly enough.” 

MrWebb-aGeordielikethe 
character played by Jimmy NaiL- 
in Auf Wtederxhen Pet — was 

M^per'oent increase in pre-tax 
profits ro £23.8m in the six 
months to December 1996. 
Marley, the building materials 
group also noted an improved 
trend in UK housebuilding as 
it reported full-year profits of 
£85. 0m (£463mV 
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Saudi prince 
buys 5 per cent 
stake in TWA 


Co- 


David Usborne 

New York 

Living up to his reputation lor 
putting big money into strug- 
gling but ostensibly still sal- 
vageable companies. Prince 
al-Walecd bin TaJal of Saudi 
Arabia has taken a 5 per cent 
stake in Ira ns World Airlines. 

News of the investment came 
one day after TWA disap- 
pointed Wall Street with woree- 
ihan -expected fourth-quarter 
earnings. The loss of $258.6m 
(£162m) on revenues of 
$803.3m underlined the diffi- 
culties still confronting the air- 
line since it was struck with last 
summer's crash of TWA 800. 

For the billionaire prince, 
who is a nephew of Saudi Ara- 
bia's King Fahd and the grand- 
son of Saudi Arabia's founder, 
Ibn Saud. the TWA purchase 
represents a first foray into 
civil aviation. TWA is America’s 
sixth earner and was the only big 
US airline to show a loss in 1996. 

From his base in Riyadh the 
prince. 40, controls an interna- 
tional investment portfolio that 
includes a bank, a supermarket 
chain, the Fairmont and Four 
Seasons Hotel chains as well as 
extensive property holdings. 

However, it has been the 
prince's willingness to put cash 
into high-profile ventures in 
times of desperate need that has 
earned him the biggest head- 
lines. Most notably, be provided 
the dollars to rescue both the 
Canary Wharf development in 
London’s Docklands, the home 
of this newspaper, and the Euro 
Disney theme park in France. 

Perhaps most astonishing, 
however, given the conservative 
nature of the Saudi royal family. 


was Prmce Al-Wdeetfs decision 
last year to sign an agreement 
wirh*rock-5tar Michael Jackson 
to establish a joint venture 
company named Kingdom 
Entertainment. The company 
was created to promote con- 
certs. films, television projects, 
fun parks and hotels. 

TWA said yesterday that its 
newly installed chairman. Ger- 
ald Gitner. was told by the 
prince that he had no plans to 
increase his stake in the carrier. 
To gain his 5 per cent holding, 
the prince purchased 2.088,000 
shares of common stock. With 
TWA shares priced at $6,875 at 
the dose on Tuesday, that 
would translate into a fairly 
modest investment of $ I4_34m. 

While the prince's invest- 
ment will provide a morale 
booster for TWA. the future of 
the carrier remains uncertain. 
LasL month, the main union at 
the carrier tried to promote a 
possible bid for control by a 
New Jersey investment group 
with participation by Russia's 
number two airline. Transaero. 
Nothing appears to have come 
of the approach, however. 

In announcing the fourth- 
quarter losses, Mr Gitner 
blamed several factors beyond 
the TWa 800 crash. In partic- 
ular, he pointed to previous 
management for attempt ing an 
over-ambitious Sight schedule 
in the 1996 summer season 
that led to poor reliability and 
on-time performance. 

Last month Mr Gitner 
announced new moves aimed at 
saving the airline, including (he 
disposal of its ageing jumbo 
jets, which will be replaced by 
new and more efficient Boeing 
767s and 757s. 



Andrew Regan: Bemused by 
Brian Keelan’s appointment 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

The Co-operative Movement 
mobilised its defences against 
Andrew Regan's Lanica Trust 
yesterday when it hired one of 
the City's top merchant 
bankers ro represent it. 

The appointment of Brian 
Keelan of SBC Warburg came 
as a group of nearly 50 Labour 
MPs put down an Early Day 
Motion denouncing Mr Regan 
as an "asset stripper". 

The motion said: “This 
house deplores an attempt by 
asset strippers, hiding behind 
brass plates in Monte Carlo. 
the West Indies and the Chan- 
nel Islands, to seize the assets 
of the Co-operative Move- 
ment which for more than a 
century has served the best in- 
terests of Britain’s consumers." 

It urged the Bank of Eng- 
land. the DTI and the Stock 
Exchange to “hall this charade 
before another scandal in the 
City emerges”. 

The motion caused a furore 
at the House of Commons as 


Labour MPs cause furore in House of Commons 
with Early Day Motion denouncing ‘asset-strippers’ 


six of the 47 signatories were 
Labour Co-op Mft who Puled 
to record their interest. 

The MPS said they had re- 
ceived no backing from the Co- 
op since 1992 and had not 
thought there was anything to 
declare. 

The Co-op’s appointment of 
Mr Keelan was taken in the 
City as a signal that the move- 
ment is taking the Lanica Trust 
approach seriously. 

It also forges an odd union 
between one of the City’s most 
aggressive, red-blooded take- 
over specialists and a democ- 
ratic movement founded in 
the early nineteenth century to 
improve the conditions of the 
working man. 

Another twist is that it 
pitches Mr Keelan on the 
defence side of a “bid" when 
be usually represents the 
bidder. 

His past battles include rep- 


resenting Tafalgar House in its 
failed bid for Northern 
Electric and a failed break-up 
bid for National Power by 
the Southern Company of 
America. • 


£ It is not as 
if we are 
preparing 
for a hostile 
bid. But you 
need advice 9 


The Co-op denied that Mr 
Keelan’s appointment her- 
alded a takeover bid battle. 

"It is not as if we are prepar- 
ing for a hostile bid. But you 


need merchant banking 
advice." 

Warburg has provided the 
Co-op with financial advice 
since 1964. 

Mr Keelan has been, re- 
cruited to give specific advice 
oh how it should consider the 
approach by Lanica’s associate 


company, Galileo. . 

It is thought the Co-op is ex- 
pecting Lanica to make its 
move in the next 10 days or 
disappear from the scene. 

Though Lanica has 'secured 
backing of £l_5bn and due 
diligence money of £10m from 
City institutions such as 
Schroder? and Perpetual, the 
Co-op is expecting Mr Regan 
. to withdraw from the fray. 

Lanica Trust said it was be- 
mused by Mr Keelan’s ap- 
pointment. 

“They keep saying the mat- 
ter is closed. But if that is the 
case why have they appointed 


Warburg? It all seems rather 
odd.” 

The Co-op maintains that a 
break-up bid is precluded by 
. the group’s structure in which 
it is owned by its members - 
the regional societies. 

the movement has its roots 
in Rochdale where a local 
warehouse became the firstA • 
Co-op shop in 1934. 

It grew to include super- 
markets as well as a chain of 
funeral parlours, travel agen- 
cies, opticians and garages. 

. It owns the Co-operative 
Bank and the Co-operative 
Insurance Society. 

It has huge farming and 
milk interests. It also has a 
manufacturing business which 
makes safety footwear and 
shirts. 

. .The Co-op is formed of 51 
regional societies, of which 
the largest are the Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale Society, which 
owns the bank, and the insur- 
ance business, the Co-opera- 
tive Insurance Society. 

The movement’s combined 
turnover exceeds £7bn. 
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Buoyant Kingfisher to spread wings I Rexam to axe 
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Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent . 

Kingfisher, the Woolwonhs and 
B&Q retailer, reported record 
sales and profits yesterday as it 
unveiled plans to expand its 
overseas interests. 

Strong performances from 
Woolworths, B&Q and Comet 
helped Kingfisher to a 25 per 
cent increase in pre-tax profits 
to £3S8ra last year. However, 
profits at Darty, the French elec- 
trical retailer, were held back by 
a weak French market and the 
strength of Sterling. 

In spite of the record per- 
formance Kingfisherchairman 


Sir Geoff Muleahy expressed 
caution about the prospects 
for this year. “We expect com- 
petition to be intense and to see 
low growth both here and in 
France." he said. 

Kingfisher said its trading 
since 1 February had been en- 
couraging but declined to give 
a figure on like for like soles 
growth. This prompted some 
analysts to express caution 
about prospects for this year. “It 
will be a more difficult year es- 
pecially in France which ac- 
counts’ for 30 per cent of 
Kingfishers profits,” said John 
Richard at NatWest Securities. 

Kingfisher has opened its 
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fust store in Asia with a branch 
of B&Q in Taiwan. It says the 
store is trading well and a fur- 
ther two will open this year. 
The group said it was possible 
that its other formats such as 
Superdrug and Comet could 
open in Taiwan and other 
Asian markets. Kingfisher is 
also considering expanding 
into emerging markets in Eu- 
rope to complement its inter- 
ests in France. 

Sir Geoff Muleahy, chair- 
man. did not rule out acquisi- 
tions to boast Kingfishers 
expansion but declined Jo com- 
ment on speculation linking 
the group with the Littlewoods 
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high street stores recently put 
up for sale, or the Wickes DIY 
business. 

It is expected that Kingfish- 
er will examine the Littlewoods 
documents compiled by BZW 
While some of the sites would 
be suitable for branches of 
Woolworths it is thought un- 
likely that Kingfisher would be 
interested in bidding for the 
whole chain. 

Kingfisher’s group sales were 
10 per cent ahead last year at 
£5.Sbn. tike for like sales across 
the group were 7.4 per cent. 

Kingfisher shares closed 
215p higher at 697p. 

Investment column, page 22 
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Magnus Griroottd : - 

Rexam, the padcajpng' group 
formerly known as Bowater, 
yesterday announced L200 job 
cuts alongside record losses of 
£190m as new management at- 
tempted to draw a fine under 
past mistakes. Around 500 jobs 
are to go in the UK, including 
the loss of 100 places at a fac- 
tory at Fishponds in Bristol, 
which is to be closed, with 
smaller numbers going from 
most parts of Rexam’s British 
businesses. 

Jeremy Lancast. r, who took 
over as chairman last year, said 
the job aits and exceptional 
chmges totalling £358m result- 
ed from the dwkinn 




in September to “dear the 
decks by taking action over our 
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excess capacity and making our 
histone capital expenditure 

work for us.” . 
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forsalefcavebeengrotmedina 
new Octagon tiivisioru'fogeth- 
er with operations to be dosed" 

ed, these aaxjunt^OT^a J2§4m 
goodwill write-off is fast year’s 
flgurffi. Rfistructitring and ra- 
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and papers divisions. Cost sav- 
ings are expected to total £20m 
on an annualised basis. 

Most of the businesses being 
sold came- a$ a -result of a buy- 
ing spree cosoduded by previous 
management at Rexam, many 
coming as part of the acquisi- 
&n ofNoitoo^ Qpax in XM9and 
DRG Packaging and Cape Ail- 
man in 1992. The 

company admitted yesterday 
that, ‘fivith the benefit of per- 
fect hindsight”, it was dear it 
overpaid with some of the 
acquisitions. 

The weight of the charges 
turned pre-tax profits of £180m 
into losses jof £190m last year 
bntRexam S bolding the final 
dividend at 8p to make an un- 
changed total of 14.1p for the 
year. Sales wens fiat at £2.28bn. 
Rolf Boijesson, the chief exec- 
utive who moved over from 


J lastyear,sard:-“I believe we can 
move this grotto from £2bn nf 
sales to £3bn of sales over the 
next three to four years.” This 
included raising food and 
beverages from £400m to 
gOto^sales and healthcare 
foam £20Qm to £40Qnou 


relamed will cost a farther 
£73m, after tax, Mr Lancaster 
pd, with theaxefeiling most 
neavity on the food and bever- 
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gnwth alqoe would take turn- 
ow* to£l5tm,but Mr Bories- 
aaid the .rest would be 
n»de bp through' acquisitions. 
, fneshares rose 3^p to 332p. 
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Clarke sees no danger but the old enemy is back 


'There is, of course, rib 
chance of Mr dartre 
doing-trie honourable 
thing after the April 
monetary meeting 
and raising interest 
rates. This explains 
trie big sell-off in' 
gilts arid short : 
sterting yesterday' 


I ust as Adnriral.Nelsoiiput his telescope ! 
•• i? ®y® ftt the Battle of the Nile, 
*«®metb Clarice is doing bis bit for his par- 
ty, if not his country, by a selective view- 
PS V 16 economic horizon. He sees no 
uuiationaiy forces bearing down. Rather 
the reverse, he told Eddie . .George last 

montbat one of their regular monthly meet.' 
mgs. The sighs are that the strong pound 
is pmchmg exporters while prfrgq at the fac- 
topr gate reinam^very fevoOTable.Combine 
this with steady economic growth and 
everything points- to a smooth passage 

Yesterday’s unmistakable evidence that 
the old enemy of wage inflation is on the 
march could scarcely have come at a more 
awkward moment for the Chancellor. 
Whde it may have been possible to per- 
r suade the City to overlook rapid monetary 
growth and ignore booming service indus- 
tries and construction in favour of limping 
manufacturing, wage inflation is one thin g 
financial markets do take seriously as an 
indicator of wider inflationary pressures in 
tbe economy. - 

There is, of course, absolutely no nhanr/* ' 
of Mr. Clarke doing the honourable thing 
after the April monetary meeting, and, as 
he should nave done six weeks ago, rais- 
mginterest rates. This explains the bigsetf- 
pff in gilts and short sterling yesterday. UK 
interest rates are now hostage to the elec- 
tion and will not rise until May. That will 
be six months during which the Chancel- 


lor has ignored the Bank of England's 
advice that interest rates must rise for there 
to be a chance of hitting the inflation tar- 
get. And let us not forget, the Bank is more 
optimistic about inflation than others. 

' In the US short term interest rates will 
.almost certainly be rising again shortly to 
choke off any possible inflationary clanger. 
Meanwhile, better economic news an the 
Continent is likely to confirm expectations 
that interest rates in Europe will fall no fur- 
ther. Britain, as ever, will be taking infla- 
tionary risks on its own. 

The consequences for gilts and the 
pound are predictable. The Government 
has not hit its inflation target at any point 
since the end of 1994. Already we have one 
of the highest inflation rates among the 
major industrial countries, and one of tbe 
highest long-term interest rate spreads over 
German bonds loo. The gap can only widen 
now the brief flirtation with being tough on 
inflation is over. 


T he rapid outbreak of peace in the 
Krupp-Thyssen takeover battle had 
tbe German political establishment breath- 
ing a mighty sigh of collective relief. But 
there is a long way to go before the Ruhr 
steel industry and Chancellor Kohl for (hat 
matter are out of the woods. 

The Kohl queue, as Germany's unem- 
ployed have become known, is still at its 
longest since the war and there is every 


chance that Krupp and Thyssen will be 
adding to it shortly, irrespective of whether 
their '■commonly-held steel business” is 
forged through agreement or aggression. 

The fact is that the German steel indus- 
try is much less efficient and much less 
profitable than those of cither Britain or 
France. Nor has the inherent advantage it 
enjoys of producing steel in the same cur- 
rency as it is traded throughout Europe 
been exploited to the full. 

At Thyssen it costs about £60 to produce 
a tonne of liquid steel. On leesside or any 
of British Steel's three OLher integrated 
plants, the figure is nearer £45. The Ger- 
mans also labour under the disadvantage 
of having two big steel producers. In 
France and Britain there is only one. 

A lesson which the German coal mining 
industry learnt the hard way is now been 
passed on to its steel producers. Job secu- 
rity is a thing of the past in an age when 
the Japanese, the Koreans and even the 
Brits can do it better and more cheaply .To 
be fair, Thyssen is acutely aware of this . 
But it has taken the Krupp chairman, Ger- 
hard Cromme. to do something about it by 
short-circuiting Germany's consensus cul- 
ture with his cheeky bid. 

Thyssen may have bought itself lime hv 
returning to the negotiating table, while the 
political will for a deal that does not cause 
mass job losses must remain a powerful 
influence. But Mr Crommc's surprise 
takeover of Hoesch in 1991 shows he has 


I the ability to pull off hostile bids in the face 
| of political uncase and management 

opposition. , 

’ In that case, he had secretly amassed a 
sizeable stake in Hoesch while the board 
| was vowing to retain its independence. 
] With Thyssen shares off their earlier highs 
i there is a similar buying opportunity in The 
grey market for fans of Mr CromiDc- The 
next eight days could prove to be the lull 
before the storm. 

T here must be life in the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society after all. Its ap- 
pointment of Brian Keelan of SBC War- 
burg. one of the City's most aggressive 
investment bankers, to help repel board- 
ers is as clear a sign as they come that the 
ship is maaned after all and is taking very 
seriouslv the threat being posed to its tra- 
dition and values by the youthful Andrew 
Regan. 

What it also tells us is that there proba- 
blv is a way for Mr Regan to mount some 
kind of hostile hoarding party, notwith- 
standing the Co-ops complacent insistent 
that its rules and constitution make it 
entirely immune to this sort of grubby cap- 
italist enterprise. 

The Co-op is now pulling out all the 
slops. Through an early day motion in par- 
liament yester day. it accused Mr Regan of 
being a nasty little offshore asset stripper. 
But just incase the politicians and the 


courts decide to abandon the movement to 
its fate. Mr Keelan is being parachuted in 
to lend a hand. Technically nis role will he 
to evaluate the Lanica "offer” if and when 
it arrives. What he might actually find him- 
self doing, if Mr Regan s bid is as credible 
as his backers claim it will be, is attempt- 
ing to beat Lanica at its own game - con- 
structing a breakup which delivers even 
more value back to the Wholesale Society's 
regional members. 

They've certainly hired the right man to 
do it. Mr Regan and his apparently high 
powered array of City backers will certainly 
meet their match in Mr Keelan. who acted 
for Southern during its mooted breakup 
bid for National Power, and Trafalgar 
House when it attempted to back its Josses 
into Northern Electric. 

In other words, he knows rather more 
than Mr Regan about the an of the possi- 
ble in corporate finance. 

If Mr Regan is to move al all. he will 
have to do so in the next two weeks. He's 
assembled the fire power and believes he's 
found a way through the Co-op's byzantine 
defences. But will he actually fire the can- 
non? If he backs off now, then the credi- 
bility of this young chancer may well be 
shattered for good. 

Certainly his hyper inflated share price 
will fall like a stone once the suspension 
is lifted. Bui if he lights the fuse wire, he 
can expect a fight that might prove equally 
fatal. 
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Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The complex pattern of multi- 
billion pound global tdecom- 
m (mirations shifted yesterday 
as Cable & Wireless apparent- 
ly edged closer to a Iong-aWait- 
ed partnership with Sprint of the. 
US and intense speculation 
surrounded a possible link-up 
between British Iblecom mid 
Spain's main phone company, 
Telefonica. • - 

Cable & Wireless refused to. 
comment on reports that it was 
erafwtning : mounting- an out- 
landish takeover bidfotSprinti' 
the US’s third largest long dis- 
tance phone operator. The 
move, which could value Sprint 
at more than J15bn, was seen 
by analysts as a logical way for 


C&W to ally itself wffh Global 
One, die alliance between die 
US company and its partners, 
France Telecom and Deutsche 
Telekom. It would come on 
theheds of BTs planned £13bn 
merger with MCI, Sprint’s 
larger US rivaL ' • •• 

One suggestion was that the 
two European carriers would 
. use C&W as a'vehide to bid for 
- tho 8(1 per cent of Sprint they 
do not airekdy own. The US 
regulator,, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission 
(FOC), would almost certainly 
block A^direct .bid .on, the,, 
grounds thaefrehch and Ger- 
man telecoms markets are too 
restricted. The FCG would look 
far more favourably on a UK 
bid because the British phone 
market is Open to competition. 


Ionica set for early float 


Ionica, the wireless telephone 
company competing for a slice 
of BTs residential business, 
could float itself bn tbe stock 
market as early ns this sammo; 
it emerged yesterday after it 
raised £ZlSm in debt and private 
equity; writes Chris Godsmark. 

The Cambridge-based busi- 
ness, whkb hmnciied afixed-tine 
phone service In East Anglia last 
year, released customer figures 
for tbe first time, showing 14,000 
homes had sohsetfoed, repre- 
senting 2 per cent of tbe 705,000 
within reach of base stations. 
Ionica launched hi Coventry 
Ibis week and is about to expand 
into Birmingham. 


The cash-raising exercise 
involved £200m (£125m) of 
debt accompanied by warrants 
convertible into Ionica shares, 
which .would be issued if the 
company fails to float within a 
a yea c The company said no 
decisions had been taken but 
it intended to Boat this year in 
London and on Nasdaq in the 

us. 

Ionica .also raised £6Sm in 
new equity from private in- 
vestors, including Bank of 
America, bringing the total 
equity to £130m. Its main in- 
vestor, Yorkshire Electricity 
took op the offering, main- 
taining its stake at 19 per cent 


Last night W ill iam Esprey, 
Sprint’s chairman, insisted a 
takeover by C&W would be “im- 

poss3ble n because of existing 
contractual agreements with 
France Telecom and Deutsche. 
However a France Telecom 1 
spokesman confirmed C&W j 
was discussing joining Global 
One. “There are talks with 
Cable & Wireless and they 
centre on seeing whether tbe 
company can become tbe 
British partner for Global One.” 

Analysts said any imminent 
bid moves by C&W would be 
. difficult because tbe group is 
currently fully occupied in com- 
pleting the landmark £5bn 
meager of its main UK sub- 
sidiary, Mercury, noth two cable 
companies. Bell Cablemedia 
and Nynex CahfeComms. C&W 
yesterday announced three fur- 
ther senior job appointments for 
the venture, called C& W Com- 
munications (CWC). It is now 
Kkdy to publish a formal offer 
document for shareholders by 
tire end of the month. 

Graham Wallace, CWC’s 
new chief executive is also con- 
sidering appointing a chief op- 
erating officer to tackle the 
complex task of merging the 
three groups’ operations. One 
candidate is thought to be Tan 
Boatman, a career C&W exec- 
utive who recently returned 
from Germany after the com- 
pany pulled out of its alliance 
with utility giant Veba. 

Separately BT declined to 
comment on reports that it was 
to take a stake in the interna- 
tional division of Ifelefonka, 
which has lucrative interests in 
the fast expanding South Amer- 
ican phone market. 
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Man of steel: A Thyssen worker's one-man protest with placards reading "dismissed” after a meeting with the company yesterday Photograph: Reuter 


Michael Harrison 

The two German steelmakers, 
Krupp- Hoesch and Thyssen, 
yesterday drew back from an all- 
out takeover battle and agreed 
to explore the creation of a 
“commonly held steel business" 
after top-level political inter- 
vention. 

In a joint statement, the two 
companies said Knrpp-Hoesch 
would put its £5bn bid for 
Thyssen on hold for eight days 
while they held talks armed at 
reaching a steel cooperation 
agreement. 

The temporary ceasefire 
came after the personal inter- 
vention of the German eco- 
nomics minister, Gunter 


Krupp and Thyssen call 
temporar y ceasefire 


Rexrodt, and the premier of 
North Rhine Westphalia, Jo- 
hannes Rau, who brokered a 
meeting between the chairmen 
of the two groups on Tuesday 
night. 

Industry analysts suggested 
that tbe shock hostile takeover 
bid launched by the Krupp- 
Hoesch chairman, Gerhard 
Cromme. had been deliberate- 
ly timed to force his opposite 


number al Thyssen, Dieter Vo- 
gel. back to the negotiating 
table after earlier merger talks 
broke down. “Krupp decided to 
bring out (he tanks just to get 
Thyssen talking to it." said one 
analyst 

If the discussions fail then the 
two sides wfli revert to their orig- 
inal positions, allowing Krupp- 
Hoesch to proceed with its 
takeover attempt 


A combination of the two 
groups would create Europe's 
biggest steelmaker, eclipsing 
British Steel. But even an 
agreed merger would entail 
fierce rationalisation and heavy 
job cuts at a time when German 
unemployment is at a post-war 
high and industrial unrest ram- 
pant in the Ruhr area. 

Mr Cromme has dismissed 
fears that the merger could re- 


sult in up to 30.000 job losses 
as "pure panic-mongering". 
The German Chancellor. Hel- 
mut Kohl, emphasised the im- 
portance of preserving jobs by 
urging the two companies to 
“live up to their total responsi- 
bilities". 

He said; “In the interests of 
those employed by the two 
companies arid in the interest 
of the economic climate of the 
country, the issue is to find a 
reasonable solution.” 

Mr Rexrodt, who discussed 
the co-operation plan with Mr 
Cromme and Mr VogeL said the 
two steelmakers had not sought 
state subsidies bui warned” to 
achieve long-term competi- 
tiveness under their own steam. 


to Rolls-Royce ‘not up for sale’ 


stall 


Chris Godsmark 
Business Correspondent 

Vickers, the defence and auto- 
motive group, yesterday ruled 
out selling its luxury car sub- 
sidiary, Rolls-Royce, to its Ger- 
man partner BMW. 

Sir Colin Chandler, Vicke rs’ 
chief executive, confirmed 
BMW would be interested in 
taking over Rolls-Royc e, fol- 
lowing a deal where the German- 
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next generation model due to 
emerge from the historic Crewe 
works by M00. He said: *1 
would not. deny that at all and 
neither would they but^the 

point is we are not selling. 

The comments were the 


clearest signal yet that Rolls- 
Royce will stay as a long-term 
part of the Vickers empire, 
which ranges from Challenger 
tanks to baby incubators. 

Rolls-Royce sales rose by 12 
per cent worldwide in 1996, 

. though there were fewer eso- 
teric bespoke cars made fast 
year for wealthy individuals, . 
which hit profit margins. 

Rolls-Royce’s sales slumped 
daring the recession, but Sir 
Colin said heavy investment in 
production technology was pay: 
mg off. Production of the cur- 
rent range of Rolls Royce 
engines, which date back to the 
mid-1960s, shifted last year 
from Crewe to Vickers' other 
automotive company. Cos- 


worth, vririch is better kiwwn for 
making Formula One raring en- 
gines. Profits from the auto- 
motive businesses as a whole feu 
by 10 per cent to £36.7m fol- 
lowing reduced demand for 
Cbsworth engines from Ford. 

Vickers also revealed it was 
urgently- seeking a deal with 
prospective partners to inject 
cash info its troubled medical 
products division, which has 
about half the baby incubator 
market in the UK and US. 

Sir Cohn said he was “frankly 
disappointed” by the results 
from foe medical business, 
which saw - operating profits 
rise last year to just f 1.6m, 
from £Q.9m in 199S, on sales of 
£1 18.5m. The division, which 


employs 1,500 staff, continued 
to be hit by falling or deferred 
equipment orders from the Na- 
tional Heath Service. 

“"We need a partner for the 
medical division and we're in di- 
alogue with prospective part- 
ners. It’s a very urgent issue for 
us,” Sir Colin said. A deal is ex- 
pected in a matter of weeks. 

The comments came as Vick- 
ers announced an 11 per cent 
rise in pre-tax profits to £83 3ra. 
Sir Colin also insisted Vickers 
was over quality problems iden- 
tified during trials of its Chal- 
lenger 2 battle tank. 

He said a second test in 
Dorset had just been complet- 
ed and the situation was now 
“completely solved”. 



B&B pledges £100m 
in loyalty bonuses 


Disappointed: Sir Colin Chandler said the medical 
division, where profits rose only slightly, needed a partner 


Independent Newspapers keeps up global pace 


Independent Newspap ers,' foe 
Irish-based newspaper, gfouij 

yesterday ondersoaed its rapid 

development into an interna- 
tiotfal media, group with news 

ofa 47 per cent increase m pre- 
tax profits for last ye*** t0 
fr£73Jm. 

Liam Heady, the. chief exec- 
utive, said the group was wefl 
positioned to achieve farther 
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results for a full year for the first 

nme, some analysts are pre- 
dicting could 

rise to as high as IralOQm this 
year.' ... 

New Zealand is also pre- 
dicted io become the company's 
biggest source of profits for the 
first time, outstripping the 
group’s home base m Ireland, 
Independent Newspapers, 
whfch owns 46.4 per cent of The 
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strategy of international ex- 
pansion. 

Operating profits were up 33 
percent in Ireland, 140 per cent 
in foe UK, 59 per cent in 
France, 24 per cent in South 

Africa, 3 per cent in Australia, 
and 6 per cent in New Zealand 
The group's share of losses at 
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foNew Zealand cOOtrffiutingto 


haw-done well across the hoard 
last year, confounding those 
critics who have challenged its 


The Independent and Indepen- 
dent on Sunday* was li£52m. 
The company said it anticipat- 
ed a further substantial fall in 
those losses this year. 

MrHealy was keen fo stress 


the company's dramatic trans- 
formation from relatively small 
Irish newspaper group (ils flag- 
ship title is the Irish Indepen- 
dent), to one of foe largest 
pure newspaper groups traded 
on the stock market. 

In foe last five years profits 
have risen ninefold and market 
capitalisation has grown from 
Ir£l 15m to Ir£838m. 

Independent Newspapers 
was buoyed in its Irish home 
market by a very strong econ- 
omy. Tbe advenising market in 
Ireland last year grew by 18 per 


cent and Independent News- 
papers did a bit belter than 
foal. The company also bene- 
fited from softer newsprint 
costs. 

In South Africa, performance 
has been boosted by the addi- 
tion of new products. Business 
coverage has been standardised 
across the group's various titles 
leading to a big pick-up in busi- 
ness advertising. Weekly per- 
sonal finance sections have 
been added. 

Mr Healy believes the 
group's strategy of developing 


a “basket" of newspaper inter- 
ests spread across the world is , 
being, wholly vindicated by 
results. 

"While it might look a mixed 
bag. we have managed toextract 
value. There are common skills 
we can apply to all these busi- 
nesses and we were very limit- 
ed in our scope for expansion 
in Ireland.” 

A final dividend of 4.6p is be- 
ing recommended, lifting the 
total for the year by 18 per cent 
to 6.9p. A scrip alternative is 
again being offered. 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 

Bradford & Bingley yesterday 
fired a further broadside in the 
deepening war against de- 
mutualising building societies by 
pledging to give its 1.5 million 
members at least £100m in 
loyalty bonuses this year. 

The society’s move will mean 
savings rates at least 0.25 per 
cent higher than its main com- 
petitors. the Halifax, Woolwich 
Alliance & Leicester and 
Northern Rock, which arc 
about to become banks. 

Bradford & Bincley also ex- 
pects to maintain the existing 
0.25 per cent gap in variable 
mortgage rates" between itself 
and rivals. The society claimed 
that this step alone would give 
savings of £900 spread over 
seven years compared to the de- 
mutualise rs. to someone with a 

typical £50,000 mortgage. 

Unlike its previous loyalty 
package and that of other so- 
cieties, Bradford & Bingjey’s 
wiD beset by pegging retained 
profits to about 5 per cent of its 
reserves, currently about £1 bn, 
with any excess profits handed 
back to members. 

The bonus announcement 
came as Bradford & Bingley 
announced that its profits in 
1996 dropped to £56.6m com- 
pared to £107. 7m foe previous 
year. The society claimed the re- 
duction was largely caused by 


last year's loyalty package, 
which saw £43m shared out 
between members. 

Redundancy costs set the 
society back a further £25ra in 
1996. A funheriJUm reduction 
in pre-tax profits was caused by 
more conservative accounting 
procedures, faking the impact 
of special mortgage discounts 
and cashbacks in the 12 months 
after the loan is made rather 
than extending it over a longer 
period. 

Bradford & Bingley’s assets 
grew by 9 per cent to £I.7bn, 
while its new residential mort- 
gage advances grew by 55 per 
cent to £2.Sbn. 

Christopher Rodi igues, chief 
executive at Bradford & Bing- 
ley, said: "We remain totally 
committed to mutuality be- 
cause it makes heller sense for 
our customers. The one-off 
benefit of pic conversion is 
here today, j^one tomorrow. 

Mr Rodrigues' comments 
came as Alliance & Leicester 
continued foe inexorable move 
towards its own flotation on 21 
April. Almost 2 5 million mem- 
bers will receive a special share- 
holders information pack in 
the next seven days, explaining 
foe choices they have over what 
10 do with their 250 free shares, 
worth an estimated £1,200 each. 

Norwich Union, the murual 
insurer, is also expected to an- 
nounce its own flotation plans 
later today. 
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Savoy 

revalues its 



five hotels 
at £400m 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


The Savoy Group took a big 
step towards becoming “a 
norma] company" yesterday, 
revaluing iis five luxuiy hotels, 
including Claridge's. the Con- 
naught and the flagship Savoy 
itself, at almost £400m. Until 
now the company, which also 
owns the Lvgon Arms in 
Worcestershire and a handful of 
central London restaurants, 
has merely acknowledged that 
the value of its hotels was con- 
siderably greater than the out- 
of-date figures in its books. 

The revaluation, which 

boosted the Savoys share- 
holders’ funds from £91 m to 
£372m. was announced along 
with sharplv higher profits for 
the year to December before a 
one-off write-down of over- 
valued assets that sent the com- 
pany to a reported £24.3m loss. 

The Savoy's hotels shrugged 
off the distraction of a £60m re- 
furbishment programme, de- 


signed to reverse years of under- 
investment, to record operating 
profits of £3 5.7m, third higher 
than 1995’s £ll.Sm. Margins 
jumped from 13.2 to 17.1 per 
cent as occupancy rates of 84 per 
cent outstripped the previous 
year’s performance and that of 
its five-star London rivals. 

Sir Ewen Fergusson, the for- 
mer diplomat who combines 
the chairmanship of the Savoy 
with that of Courts, said: **As the 
year's achievements make 
clear, we have begun reaping 
the benefit of two years' 
unremitting effort to achieve 
excellence and improve stan- 
dards for our guests." 

Ramon Pajares. the group's 
Spanish managing director who 
was brought in two and half 
years ago bv Sir Rocco Forte, 
admitted the revaluation of the 
hotels was the latest initiative to 
“make this a normal company". 
He denied the move was any- 
thing to do with the stated 
intention of 68 per cent share- 
holder Granada to sell its stake. 



Ramon Pajares: Aims to mate Savoy ‘a normal company* Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


When Granada acquired 
Forte at the beginning of last 
year, the television and leisure 
group said it would sell the stake 
as part of a planned clear out 
of Forte’s luxury hotels. Since 
then, it has sold only a handful 
of Forte's Exclusive hotels and 
made no progress in finding a 
buyer for the Savoy stake. Any 
sale is complicated by the need 


to find a buyer acceptable to the 
Wontner family that controls the 
company through its holding of 
the Savoy's voting shares. 

Mr Pajares said the refur- 
bishment programme was al- 
most complete. He added that 


22 per cent of the group’s 
availaoii 


rooms had been unavailable 
during the year, a total of more 
than 57,000 room nights rep- 


resenting more than £8m in po- 
tential revenue. 

A major success, according to 
Mr Pajares, had been the 
restoration of two penthouse 
suites at Claridge’s which, de- 
spite a cost of £2,100 a night 
(plus VAT but excluding break- 
fast), had been occupied for 
more than 80 per cent of the 
time since they opened. 


Hongkong Land misses property boom 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Hongkong Land Holdings, 
often seen as the jewel in the 
crown of assets held by the 


Hong Kong-based but London- 
listed Jardin 


I Jardin e group of compa- 
nies. limped into the colony's 
reporting season with a disap- 
pointing 4 per cent growth in 
underlying net profits for 1996. 
which "were boosted by an ex- 
ceptional gain from the disposal 
of its disastrous investment in 
Trafalgar House. 

A write-back of S217ra 
(£136m) arising from the dis- 


posal, combined with the elim- 
ination of a $ 145 . 5 m loss from 
Trafalgar House operations in 
1995, helped boost overall prof- 
its almost three times over to 
$649m. Without the Trafalgar 
House contribution,' profits 
from recurrent activity rose 
modestly from $4 15m in 1995 
to $432m last year. 

Announcing the results yes- 
terday, the company's chairman. 
Simon Keswick, could promise 
no excitement in the coming 
year as there was little likelihood 
of increasing rental revenues. 

Hongkong Land, which has 
delisted from the colony's stock 


exchange and witnessed trading 
in its shares slump, is seriously 
underperforming the property 
sector. The biggest increases in 
the sector's profits have come 
from residential development 
but Hongkong Land not only 
sold almost all of its residential 
assets, it failed to maintaia its 
land bank. 

It remains the leading land- 
lord for prime office properties 
in Hong Kong with some 5 mil- 
lion square feet of grade ‘A’ 
property under its ownership or 
management at the heart of the 
financial district A revalua- 
tion of these properties last year 


27 per 
their value to S9.6bn. 

Although Hongkong Land 
has retained its position as the 
colony's leading commercial 
landlord, it has shown none of 
the aggressive initiative which 
propelled rival property com- 
panies into a better position. 
While they were busy with res- 
idential property developments 
rising in value by the day, 
Hongkong Land was trying to 
untangle its expensive invest- 
ment in Trafalgar House. 

The net result of Hongkong 
Land's woes is that it is 
perpetually seen as a takeover 


target. The Jardine Group 
fought off a powerful attempt 
to wrest control of Hongkong 
Land in the late 1980s and reg- 
ularly declares its property com- 
pany is not for sale. This does 
not dampen the rumours. 

However, Hongkong Land’s 
management is finally showing 
signs that it intends to develop 
the business rather than sell off 
assets or merely consolidate 
those which remain. It is once 


again moving out of the central 
evelc 


area to develop a big commer- 
cial complex in another district 
and has even made a timorous 
return to the residential sector. 


Bernard Matthews 
benefits from BSE 


Clifford German 


Processed poultry, pork and 
fish, cooked meats and catering 
now account for more than 90 
per cent of the business of 
Bernard Matthews, the Norfolk- 
based meal processor that orig- 
inally made its name from just 
selling turkeys. 

And alt of these products 
have benefitted from the beef 
crisis, which has shifted con- 
sumer preferences to other 
types of meat. 

Beef products only made up 
a little more than 1 per cent of 
group turnover and the pro- 
duction line was eventually 
closed last year. 

Bernard Matthews' total 
turnover rose by 17 per cent 
last year to £355 tn, the oper- 


ating profit rose by 27 per 
cent to a record £26.9m and, 
even after a 60 per cent jump 
in interest costs to £4.4m, prof- 
its before tax went up 20 per 
cent to £22-6m. 

Although the results, which 
showed earnings per share 
climbing by 21 per cent to 
1169p. were comfortably ahead 
of City forecasts, the shares 
dipped 5p to 119.5p. 

The main concern among 
investors, who will receive a 20.9 
per cent increase to 4, 1 p in the 
dividend, is the strength of 
sterling. 

Exports from the UK ac- 
count only 5 per cent of 
Bernard Matthews' sales, but 15 
per cent of the profit is gener- 
ated overseas. And some im- 
ported meat products are now 


more competitively priced in the 
UK. 

The price of imported soya 
bean meal has also reached 
record levels in spite of the 
strong pound. 

However, profits in the 
current year were running 
ahead of 1996, Bernard Mat- 
thews, the chairman, said yes- 
terday. 

Capital expenditure, which 
was mainly spent on building 
new factories, reached a record 
£33m, but net debt rose only 
£19m to £30m. 

The new factories in the UK 
and Hungary will start to 
contribute to profit this year and 
the Bernhard Bartsch group, 
bought for £5m last November 
will expand both sales and 
profits, the company said. 


Ford bonus system changes 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Evans Halshaw. the Solihull- 
based car dealership group, 
yesterday signalled a funda- 
mental shift in the way the 
Ford car giant offers bonus in- 
centives to dealers. 

The change, which took place 
last month, means that for Lhe 
first time in many years Ford 
dealers will not receive cash 
bonuses based on their month- 
ly sales targets, a tactic widely 
blamed by experts for encour- 


aging showrooms to "pre-reg- 
3f cat 


ister" large numbers of cars to 
boost the statistics artificially. 
Instead dealers will receive an- 
nual bonuses and will be dis- 


couraged from undercutting ri- 
val Ford agents outside their 
franchise area. 

Alan Smith, Evans Halshaw’s 
chief executive, welcomed the 
change, though industry sources 
have blamed it for the huge 
drop in Ford sales in February 
to just 16.4 per cent, compared 
with 21 per cent a year ago. Mr 
Smith said: “In the longer term 
we will see unproved profits 
margins. It's a very positive 
change." The company has 14 
Ford dealerships. 

Evans Halshaw yesterday 
said it plunged to kisses last year 
of £9 3m, down from profits of 
£13.6m in 1995, following ex- 
ceptional charges totalling 
£20. 4m. Last year Evans an- 


nounced a management shake- 
up, including Mr Smith's ap- 
pointment, and a restructuring 
programme which involved the 
closure or sale of 19 dealerships, 
reducing the number to 76. 
The cuts cost the company 
£11.3m, while goodwill write- 
offs accounted for further pro- 
visions of £8.8ra. Underlying 
profits excluding these one-on 
costs fell from £13m to £11. lm. 

The group's total car sales fell 
by more than 8 per cent last year 
10 36,000, though used car sales 
on a like-for-like baas increased 
by 3 per cent. Mr Smith blamed 
the reduction on UK manufac- 
turers cutting the number of 
cars sold at heavy discounts to 
company fleet buyers. 


In Brief 


• The Accountants’ Joint Disciplinary Scheme is to investigate 
Arthur Andersen over its audit of Wickes, the troubled DIY re- 
tailer, where “serious accounting irregularities*' were discovered 
last year. Michael Chance, executive counsel of the JDS, said 
yesterday his remit was to investigate Andersen as auditors of 
Wickes as weU as any erai 
accountants. “I would be 
completed within a year, 
quiry the JDS will decide whether there are grounds for a com- 
plaint to be heard by an independent Joint Disciplinary tribunal. 



• A dramatic increase in outsourcing revenue, from £116m to 
£35 9m, helped British management consultancies 3 income rise 
35 per cent to £1.7bn, according to figures from the Management 
Consultancies Association. However, the industry body’s annu- 
al report, published yesterday shows declines in public-sector and 
informal ion- techno logy work:. 


• Aegis, the media group, is making three acquisitions in the US 
and Sweden for a total of up to £30m. In the biggest deal it is 
paying up to £l8m for International Communications Group, an 
independent media specialist with headquarters in Los Angeles. 
The news came as Aegis reported an 18 per cent improvement 
in pre-tax profits to £39.6m last calendar year on turnover 2 per 
cent higher at £3.45bn. Earnings per share rose 17 per cent to 
3.0p wmle a Q.6p dividend is recommended. 


• Bowthorpe's shares rose 5.5p to 394 Jp as the UK electron- 
ics maker announced a betler-than-expected growth in underly- 
ing earnings. Its 1996 pre-tax profit fell 6 per cent as it made a 
£8 .5m provision to dose three companies in the data-acquisition 
and environmental industries. Pre-tax profit foil to £72.9m for 
the vear ended 31 December 1996, down from £77 .5m last time. 


■ Simon Engineering plunged to a loss far 1996 of £50. 6m against 
a profit of £8.4m last time, largely due to an exceptional charge 
of £57.4m regarding the sale of the engineering businesses of the 
access division. Simon's management now says the reorganisa- 
tion is complete. 


Affordable 



FREEPHONE QUOTING REF B11/DJ11 


0500 66 99 66 


FOR >Ot» PROTTenOS CUTS B'ZU l.'VMl r RE RECORDED AVD WWtWUMRlVITtWED ^ 

Legal^ 
General 


With 


dental 


plica! 


cover 


| Company Results j 


TumoiBr £ 

Pre-tax £ 

B>S 

MMaod 


3 45tr p.dObnl 

39.6m (33.6m) 

33D (23p) 

05p() 



23am (lO^m) 

533p(46rt 

2.10 (2p) 


*S?31SE™ 

7Z9m (775m) 



3. I. ' . ■’ i"" f 


BJ&n (!>.72rn) 

2D.9pl172p) 

repiz 4W 

••!V "'-I,". 

2l.9m 114.3m) 

17m (15m) 

IMMfl 



5 05m (5.49m) 

035m (088m) 

2.99(3.40) 

030 (-) 


-H 

1.71m (1.33m} 

3350(3060] 

1J50 H 



tizmEszi 

3.12p (H J7W 

now 

r . !*'• ilia'll a Mad 


ifffMT'in 

20^(15.40) 




*(-) 

Ctydeport (F) 

175m fiHXm) 

5.31m [5 32m) 

13.59P (1134p) 4.Bp(4.46) 

I 1 I iM 1 1 


44.4m (31.1m) 

18JP|17.4« 

35p(7.7W 

DRSOataft ReuandtfF} 

A 82 m iB <7 m) 

-1.73m lOSOmj 


IHMI 


STlm (835m) 

-9.32m (13 Em 


1B5P (1650) 


ZJ6m IZOSmt 

182m rtfl.3m] 




BEM* 


HiSTBMDW 

B l Bi [■>( 



0 . 10 m ( 0 . 22 m) 

«37p(9520) 

■H 


2.44m (i 52m) 


UPlT.lp) 

i7Zp(-l 


5J1hnl528W) 

389m (312m) 

41.40(34.401 

1900320) 






J4m(-j 

-163PM 

-(-) 


bju Mir* t! > 1)^1 


M.spuorp) 

5014.7P) 



216m (18.7ml 



27.3m Bfi iml 

1.59m ll.fllmi 

4.IBg |457p) 

1.E5p (■) 

~l 




i4.lpii4.ip) 


r 4m (890m) 

-243m flO.Gni) 

■938p(21.9p) 

1750(140) 

ScmptoCocinufl) 

13 Bm 110.3m) 

0.60m (0.44ml 

6340 (5»0) 

31250 (-) 

Stamm EnotnmtaiB (F) 

335m (319m) 

-50 6m (3 4m) 


-H 

swmw 

100m t427nii 

0.87m (054m) 

5. Bn (39p) 

10 H 


38.4m J38,5mj 

153m i-M5m) 02PI-0J7P) 

lp(nfl 

TsMtiMConKF) 

251ml-) 

3.07m (-1 

120 (-» 

30 

Town Centre Sacs (!) 

-l-i 

4.4m {42ml 

2530(2.380) 

1.10(1050) 

Trfnttj law (F) 

333m flBBm) 

50n [Z75ffl| 

28.3012150) 

113P PQ./P) 


14im (137m) 

i.05m (4 39m) 

1.520 (-«35p) 

-H 

UnJUmn (F) 

IjMW H.40U!) 

403m (49.4m) 

1370(198) 

9.00(80) 


138m 112 W) 

Zfl7m (.|.86mi 

EET5CM 

MPPfl) 

ii ii |i| Will 1 1 ■ 1 

"Tzisnoffir 

82 3m (75.0m) 

16.70(15®) 

72p(37p) 

War bmp (f] 

62WlMSZZmj 

EMIfiiJI 

17 40(1600) 

5.890 (S 30) 

WEW Grasp (l) 

fil.4mtfi7.5m) 

1£»ni-3.44mi D55P (-2.4401 

m im) 

WBaflttMUUgt (F) 

1 J 2 bnn.«fflD) 

340m (228m) 

3B.lp(22J|» 

15350 (14^5p) 

Xanova Gump (F} 

•w 

-7.77m (-739m' 

-590(7701 



Iri ■ Ana (ll-lmatm 

(H) - ffci» months 





The Investment -Column. 

edited by Tom Stevenson 


Kingfisher 
top but 



on 




After the disasters of 1994, 
when Kingfisher’s shares al- 
most halved from 772p to 
389p, chairman Sir Geoff 
Mulcahy will be forgiven a 
smug smfle over the recovery 
at the Woolworths and B&Q 
group. The shares have been 
rising steadily for tbe past two 
years and jumped another 
22.5p to 697p yesterday on the 
announcement of record sales 
and profits which bit £3 88m in 
the year to last month. 

Every division apart from 
Darty, the French electrical re- 
tailer. posted record profits, 
with B&Q, Comet and 'Wool- 
worths the star performers. 
B&Q benefited from the im- 
proving housing market, bet- 
ter cost control and lower 
levels of shoplifting. Comet 
rode on the bade of strong sales 
of multimedia PCs. Wool- 
worths’ 29 per cent increase in 

S crfits to «4m was helped by 
wer costs and strong growth 
in toys and hoasewares. Its own 
labels such as Chad \falley 
toys and Ladybird children’s 
clo thing also did well. 

It was clearly a bumper set 
of figures, but investors need 
to look forward and the picture 
from now on. may not be quite 
so rosy. Kingfisher broke with 
tradition last year and includ- 
ed a trading update in its an- 
nual figures, largely because 
the like-for-like sales num- 
bers were very j»ood. There 
were no figures the time which 
may mean that the growth is 
hot so good as the 7.4 per bent 
achieved during 2996. 

One of the main problems 
is Darty, which has struggled 
in a difficult French market 
and was further wounded by 
the strength of sterling. 

As Kingfisher also owns a 26 
per cent stake in But, anoth- 
er French retailer, France ac- 
counts for 30 per cent of group 
profits. 

The French electricals mar- 
ket fell last year' and is pre- 
dicted to be tough again this 
year. Like-for-Uke sales in- 
creased byjust 22 per cent and 
profits were flat at £113m. 
Because of the way Kingfish- 
er accounts for currency fluc- 
tuations any improvement this 
time could be wiped couby the 
rirong pound. 

. With the domestic busi- 
nesses moving along smooth- 
ly Kingfisher is now starring to 
look for new markets overseas. 
The first is Thiwan. One B&Q 
opened there last year and a 
further two will be opened 


this year. The opening Moth- 
er formats such as Wxriworths 
and Comet is befog considered 
while fix papsfot 1 into other Eu- 
ropean markets is also likely. 

On the acquisitions front, a 
Wickes deal looks to be on the 
backbumer while interest in 
the Utttewoods stores might be 
confined to a few rites. 

With NalWest forecasting 
profits of £430m this year the 
shares trade on a forward rat- 
ing of 15. 

That represents a small pre- 
mium to the market and, after 
a strong run, the shares now 
look to have travelled far 
enough. 


So for so good bat, fo the 
context of the proposed bki for 
Chubb, last year's figures are 
really only a sideshow. 

Worries about the deal in- 
clude the likelihood of an 
MMC reference, the apparent 
departure from aprevious 
strategy of small infin acquis- 

. • . u ntv hprrtff 


tions, the steep price being 
- ■ that not un- 


Chubb bid key 
to Williams 


Williams made a forecast of 
yesterday’s 1996 profit figures 
a month ago when it. an- 
nounced its £l3bn agreed bid 
for Chubb, so there were no 
surprises in the results. They 
were none the less good figures, 
showing a 15 per cent increase 
in underlying opera ting profits 
which were further boosted by 
disposal profits on the sale of 
the group’s electronics and 
UK building products compa- 
nies to give pre-tax profits up 
49 oer cent to £340m (£228m). 

6 last year 


Earnings per share last year 
of 39JLp were equally distorted 
by the disposal proceeds, but 
tne underlying picture showed 
an 8 per dent increase from 
22Jp to 24. Ip. The. total divid- 
end rase from 1425p to 15-Q5p. 


paid, the danger — - - 
derwriring the deal opens 
Williams up to seeing the val- 
ue of its offer foil, which migttf 
attract a counter bidder, and 
the probability that in the 
short term at least k wifi de- 
stroy shareholder value. 

They are real concerns, but 
should not distract from the 
fact Chubb represents a one- 
off opportunity for Williams to 
complete the transition from 
unfocused conglomerate to 
genuinely global specialist 
manufacturer of security and 
fire protection products. It 
wfll gain a real toe-hold in the 
fest -growing economies of the 
Far East. 

At yesterday’s close of 
3345p, up 5p, the shares have 
recovered almost aO the ground 
they lost after the City’s churl- 
ish initial reaction to the deal 
and now trade on a prospective 
price- earnings ratio of 14 3. on 

the basis of forecast underlying 
profits of £30 lm. Once the 
benefits of the Chubb deal 
KHr m during the following two 
years, that rating falls to 12.1 
and 103 while the gross yield 
on the shares moves ahead 
from 6.0 per cent this year to 
63 per cent and then 6.7 per 
cent That is good value. 


Kingfisher : At a glance 





UniChem’s second half stagnant 


UniChem is now in third place 
amongst UK chemists chains 
since Gehe pipped it in Jan- 
uary in the year-long marathon 
bid battle for Lloyds Chemists. 
But despite having to write off 
a chunky £13-2m for the cost 
of the battle, it was probably 
wise to walk away from Lloyds, 
where the Germans are going 
to have to work bard to justify 
their £684m bid. 

That said, UniChem will 
need to be equally eneigetic in 
convincing the City it has an 
exciting replacement strategy 
□p Us sleeve. Excluding the bid 
costs, pre-tax profits rose an 
unexceptional 83 per cent to 
£53 3m in the year to Decem- 
ber, bang in line with the fore- 
cast made two months ago. 


while "dean" earnings, up 63 
per cent to 2Q2p, seem to have 
stagnated in the second half. 

The core drugs wholesaling 
operation seems to have been 
particularly badly affected. 
Underlying the 5 per cent 
profits growth to £40.9m was a 
Oat 3.1 per cent operating mar- 
gin, the first time anyone can 
remember returns not gro wing 

High-margin toiletiy sales 
continue to be creamed off by 
the supermarkets, leaving the 
running to be taken up by lo w 
value-added hospital supplies. . 
But last year's sub-market 
growth of 7 per cent in medi- 
cines, the mamstay of the busi- 
ness, has accelerated to 10 per 
cent in the first two months of 
1997. UniChem is suggesting 


it is ready to expand the whole- 
saling business into Europe. 

Even so, the Moss Chemists 
chain looks more exciting, 
turning in half the growth in 
group operating profits last 
year. The target is to spend up 
to £50m raising the current 
chain of 459 by around 100 this 
year - stiU be less than half the 
size of Gehe in the UK. Be- 
yond that, the survival of the 
health bill means UniChem ran 

push ahead with plans to Hnif 
up with doctors’ surgeries. 

Thegroup is, naturally, un- 
woiried by the Gehe threat 
and Collins Stewart is looking 
for profits of £61m this year, 
putting the shares, up l2-5p at 
2603p, on a lowly forward mul- 
tiple of 12. Unexciting ewen so. 


Library licensing deal sends 
shares in Xenova soaring 


Magnus Grimond 


Shares in Xenova, the biotech- 
nology group whidi floated at 


215p in December, soared 80 d 
to 43 r ' * 


B5p yesterday after it an- 
nounced a licensing deal with 
Zeneca for its library of natu- 
raOy occurring compounds. The 
news comes less than two 
months after Xenova clinched 
a similar research collaboration 
with Bristol-Myers Squibb, the 
bigUS pharmaceuticals group. 

The biotech company re- 
fused to reveal the financial de- 
tails of the link-up with Zeneca, 
which paid £2m for a 4 percent 
stake at the time of the float, but 
Louis Nisbet, chief executive, 
said it was part of Xenova’s 
“enormous progress” over the 
past year. 

He said the company’s QTC 
libraries, which are derived 
from plant, fungal and micro- 
bial sources* “prwide the fastest 
way of unlocking pharmaceuti- 
products of interest from 


matted, these libraries can be 
shipped to pharmaceuticals 
companies which can use th^ra 
to test potential drug targets. 

Zeneca will pay an initial li- 
cence fee to use the libraries, 
then milestone fees for every 
lead it takes up and royalties on 
any drugs which result from the 
collaboration. The latest biotech 
tie-up is the third for Zeneca 
smee last June, following so- 
called database subscription ' 
agreements with Iocyte Phar- 
maceuticals Of -California and 
Pharmacopeia of New Jersey.' 

The news came as Xenova 
amtounced a small cut in loss- 1 
es from £7.99m to £7.77m for 
the year to December, on rev- 

SJ’SL? 11 from £1.79m to 
£139hl It started the year with 
£27.8 m net cash, includin'* 
£213m.from ihcplaringahd £L 
U P £2tounder a deal 
with Warner Lambert shortly. 




natural products chemistry". 

irefor- 


Because of the way they are 1 


tibody Technology announced 

that its flotation later lias month 

would be priced at 50" 
tatiring the group at £1( 


biotechnology company is rais- 
ing £38m, after expenses, from 

expected to begin cm Tuesday. 
David Chiswefl, chief executive, 
said the company would use the 
money to develop CAT’s port- 
folio of antiboefyiased human 
therapeutic products. 

Also yestoday* Cantab Phar- 
maceuricals announced its anti- 
berpes vaccine had been well 
tolerated in early stage rrfak 
The drug, whidi formed the 
cemrepiece of a Bottxsing deal 
with Glaxo Wellcome on Tnes- 
.day, wasbemg tested in 24 ear- 
ners of fife disease hi the UK. 


The future ‘s right here 
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BT reaches 12 -month high despite windfall tax threat 


Taking Stock 


Share spotlight 



-~*-w**» wiamaica me stoat 
Near^ every bmkcr in 
seemed determined 10 
dial into BT,- and rival Cable 
and Wireless was enguifed by 
spGCulaiian it planned a major 
US acquisition. 

BT -was the heaviest traded 
share and best performing 
wue chip, hitting a 12 month 
high ^with a 19.5p gain to 
7^1 op. Toe market has been 
impressed by a string of in- 
vestment presentations, main- 

comm unications group. 

The BT share advance has 
been scored despite Labour 
threats of a windfall tas^ rnd the 


that it is planning an alliance 
with TkJefonica, the Spanish 
group, and yesterday it an- 
nounce a Japanese joint ven- 
ture and its involvement in a 
bid for a Singapore licence. 

Cable, up 3p at S09p, is said 
to have its sights on Sprint the 
US group. It was reported to 
be negotiating with two Sprint 
shareholders, France Telecom 
and Deutsche Telecom. 

The French denied any talks 
with Cable, and Sprint claimed 
a deal with the UK group was 
not possible under standstill 
agreements it had with its 
Continental shareholders. 



MARKET REPORT 


fi-* 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


with ks industry regulator. 

At 4dljptbc shares are sriB 
b elow tb e 4&6p peak, hit at 



1UUJ. jfC«US dgo. 

The MG deal, which stiS has 
regulatory hurdles to over- 
come, is part of BTspush for 
awodd-wide role. There is talk 


> still negotiating with the 
Chinese over its control of 
Hongkong Telecom. The 
group is expected to cut its 
HKT stake to nearer 35 per 
cent in exchange for a promi- 
nent role in the development 
of China’s telephone industry. 

The rest of the market re- 


mained subdued by the elec- 
tion. Footsie ended 24.6 points 
lower, unable to draw any sup- 
port from a New York under- 
mined by interest rate worries. 

The planned windfall lax 
continued to weigh on priva- 
tised groups with the genera- 
tors suffering the added 
discomfort of Westminster 
calls to give up more generat- 
ing capacity. 

Beer and leisure shares felt 
the pressure of Labour’s pro- 
posals for a minimum wage 
while Bass, off 19.5p to 820.5p, 
also had to contend with the 
possibility that the Whitehall 
probe into its Carlsbeig Tetley 
takeover will be delayed until 
after the election. First 


Leisure fell 16J»p to 345.5p. 

Associated British Foods, 
the bread and sugar group, sur- 
rendered 5p to 51 Up on per- 
sistent talk Lhat it intends to sell 
part or all of its Irish retailing 
operations to Tesco, little 
changed at 334p. 

The food producer owns 
Ireland's largest supermarket 
operation and also has cloth- 
ing shops in Eire. 

Carpetright had a thread- 
bare session, at one time down 
3I-Sp on worries of a profits 
warning. But a denial from fi- . 
nance director Ian Sneyd 
trimmed the fall to 16.5p at 
562-5p. Mating institutions at 
Kieinwort Benson, he said the 
market's £33m to £35-5ra 


range was “acceptable" but 
added analysts at the log 
should be “more concerned 
Lhan those at the bottom. 

The twitch iness over Car- 
petright followed the Limelight 
fiasco - down another lGp to 
975p - and the MFI warning. 

Cairn Energy’s figures and 
Jink with Shell provided a 56p 
boost to 634i*p: Enterprise Oil 
was back in the frontline with 
a 16.5p jump to 663p. 

Emg&ber bounded 225p to 
69“p on its results but a down- 
beat Vickers performance left 
the shares 22p lower at 239p- 

Financials had a subdued 
session. Mercury Asset Man- 
agement, where suggestions 
of a Salomon Brothers strike 
linger, lost 31p to 1334p and 
Perpetual was lowered 3 Op to 
2,705p. 

Abbey National dropped 


I7p to 7315p as Kieinwort and 
S: Gt 


Teather & Greenwood made 
negative noises. 

Stanfo 


ford Rook, developing 


a tuberculosis treatment, was 
the drug casualty. The World 
Heath Organisation's TB 
breakthrough sent the shares 
crashing l20p but at the close 
they were down 40p at 515p. 
Xmova. on its trading link with 
Zeneca, jumped SOp io 435p: 
the shares came to market at 
215p in December. 

Stagecoach was again shunt- 
ed fewer, retreating another 
34 Jp to 689p on its Trains em- 
barrassment. 

Parity, the computer group, 
shaded 6.5p to 533.5p as 
HSBC's invesrmem bank sold 
one minion shores. It found a 
rich profit irresistible. As 
Samuel Montagu it backed a 
management buy-in led by 
Philip Swinstead four years 
ago. The price? Just 60p. The 
bank sold at 52 7 p a shore and 
still has a 23 percent interest. 

Kenwood, the kitchen ap- 
pliance group, rose Up to 
I4£.5p as bid speculation 
resurfaced. 


CJ Hay & Robertson, the 
merchandising group, Gril a 
further 325p to 124p. Last 
mouth the shares were 
1783p. The slump is surpris- 
ing dose followers of the 
company which has trading 
links with Rudd Gullit, Terry 
Variables and the Football As- 
sociation. 

There are suggestions in- 
terim profits will match the 
last full -year's £613,000 and 
the company’s stockbroker. 
Wise Speke, is thought to be 
near to producing a boy cir- 
cular 


|~J Omen tone, the paint and 
wood preserving group, put 
on 4p to 52p, best For 12 
months. The interest was 
created by talk of corporate 
action. Entrepreneur Andrew 
Perl off is deeply involved but 
the biggest shareholder is 
Indian tycoon Vljay M ally a; 
be is thought to be a likely 
seller of his 34 per cent stake. 
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business _ ' 

these extra hurdles to the I > 

jobless to jump are only fair ^ D 

° J r J People & Business 


I f the economy is suing lo be 
the main from in ihe elec- 
tion campaign, the Con- 
servative* reckon that falling 
unemployment is their best 
weapon. ' Yesterday s figures 
bautghi the Government more 
good nev». with an enormous 
drop in the headline toLal for 
the sixth month running. The 
February decline follows a fall 
of nearly a qutiricr of a million 
between October and January , 
taking claimant unemployment 
to L/5 million. 

Labour pnims ouu right Iv. 
that nobody misis the benefit 
claimant count ils a genuine 
measure of unemployment. 
Tlie definition has changed 
too often, almost always tend- 
ing to reduce the total. The 
most recent change has been 
the introduction. ?a*a October, 
of the Job Seeker's Allowance. 
This wfll have afiected die of- 
| ficial claimant total in several 
ways, some permanent, some 
! temporary. The JSA seems to 
| have increased the length of 
i time it lakes to process claims. 

! and has required the introduc- 
tion of a new computer system. 
The Office for National Statis- 
tics estimates that changed of- 
fice procedures have depressed 
the claimant total by a few 
thousand, temporarily. 

There has also been a one- 
off reduction of about 15J10O 
due to the means testing rules 
change. Claimants arc now 
means tested after six months 
rather than a year. 

NVhot the statisticians are un- 
willing to put a figure to is the 
permanent effect the JSA is 
having on the headline unem- 
ployment total via changes in 
people's behaviour. These will 
be operating through various 
channels. Fraudulent claimants 
will be scared off. and some 
genuine ones simply deterred 
by the new procedures. For ex- 
ample. two-thirds of those who 
used to be able to sign on by 
post now have to claim in per- 
son. Some people will be 
pushed into jobs faster than be- 
fore. and some previously eli- 
gible people will he struck off 
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the claimant register - if Lhey 
cannot undertake the job 
search required by the JSA. for 
instance. 

Putting a figure on this is 
rrickv. partly because it is dif- 
ficult lo separate out other in- 
fluences such as the strong 
economy creating job oppor- 
tunities,' or the benefit cheats 
hotline. The ONS reckons it will 
not be until next July that there 
is enough information available 
from the Labour Force Survey 
- the more reliable, quarterly 
set of information on unem- 
ployment and jobs - to have a 
stab at estimating the size of the 
JSA effect. 

The ONS had put the previ- 
ous downward trend in unem- 
ployment at 15,000-20.000 a 
month. The economy has built 
up steam since then, and the 
statisticians say Lhe trend has 
increased. They have not put a 
figure on it. but at a guess the 
raw trend might have douhled 
to 40.000 a "month between 
September and February. 

A reasonable* guesstimate 
therefore is that during its first 
six months the JSA will have re- 
duced the number of unem- 
ployment benefit claimants by 
between 120,000 and 250.000 
-or 5-10 per cent of the initial 
jobless total. 

Before writing off this 
dramatic reduction as a Tory 
con trick on some of the most 
vulnerable members of our 
society, it is worth thinking 
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A large number 
of those weeded 
out by the Job 
Seeker’s 
Allowance will 
turn out to have 
had work 
already and be 
claiming benefit 
on the side 


about the implications. The 
scheme certainly bullies some 
claimants into courses of action 
they would not have otherwise 
chosen. That is its point. 

Some of them will be getting 
jobs - the LFS indicates that 


employment is rising reason- 
ably strongly. Some of them 
might be bad jobs, but it is 
crazy to imagine that all the 
unemployed can re-enter the 
labour market in well-paid, 
satisfying jobs. 

Forthcoming research by 
Paul Gregg and Jonathan 
Wadsworth at the London 
School of Economics indicates 
that “entry'' jobs for the un- 
employed are overwhelmingly 
part-time and temporary, but 
it is possible to move up the 
jobs ladder - once you are on 
it The entry jobs are very un- 
stable. Most people will have 
moved either up or down with- 
in nine months, and the typi- 
cal job lasts less than a year. But 
getting people into any job is 
the key to keeping them 
employed and progressing to 
better jobs. 

A large number of those 
weeded out by the JSA win turn 
out to have had work already 
and be claiming benefit on the 
side. Limiting the opportunity 
to sign on by post will eliminate 
those claimants who have been 
cheating the system. It is hugely 
politically incorrect in some 
circles ro talk about scroungers 
and benefit cheats, but the in- 
dications are that it is more 
widespread than the woolly 
liberals amongst us would like 
to think. The Labour MP 
Frank Field believes the extent 
of benefit fraud is one of the 
reasons there is a crisis of 
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AustraBalDoflars) 1.9630 
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confidence in the welfare state. 
It undermines the willingness 
of the rest of us to pay the 
necessary taxes. 

The other category mud, by 
definition, be people who are 
not bothered enough about ei- 
ther gening their benefit or 
finding work to struggle over 
the extra hurdles set by the 
JSA. It is not clear that there 
are all that many of them; the 
LFS shows that there has been 
an increase rather than a de- 
crease in participation in the 
jobs market in the latest six 
months it covers. Besides, 
rather than moaning about the 
Government discouraging 
workers so much that they 
even give up claiming benefit, 
it is worth asking why they 
should not be oompeUed to 
make the choice. 

Everybody agrees that un- 
employment remains one of 
the main challenges for 
Britain. Should a huge public 
policy effort be directed to- 
wards the cl aim ant- unem- 
ployed discouraged by the 
JSA? Or should it be directed 
towards those who remain, 
who will, by definition, need ex- 
pensive and high-quality coun- 
selling and training? If 
priorities have to be set, the 
extra hurdles seem a very fair 
way of setting them. 

Lf the headline unemploy- 
ment total, however flawed, 
carries on nosediving in the 
same startling fashion, it will 
not be long before politicians 
on the Continent start to pon- 
der their own relatively gen- 
erous benefits culture. The 
French and Germans must be 
totting up how much they 
might save on government 
spending if they could intro- 
duce a scheme that would re- 
duce their record levels of 
unemployment by one-tenth 
within six months'. 

The moral of the tale for 
governments everywhere is 
that if they have to sacrifice 
some bits of public spending 
for others, something like the 
JSA is a reasonable means of 
sharing the burden. 
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De La Rue, the maker of 
bank notes and money trans- 
action systems, has named 
Brandon Googhas chairman 
to replace the Earl of 
Limerick. 

Mr Gough was an accoun- 
tant for years and years at 
Coopers & Lybrand, rising to 
chairman before he retired 
in .1994. lie then joined the 
De La Rue board as a non- 
executive director. We 
thought it would be appro- 
priate to mark his new job 
with a limerick, with due 
respect to his predecessor. 
There was an accountant 

called Gough, 

Who suffered a terrible cough. 
Then he joined De La Rue, 
Barked “How do you do". 

And replaced an honourable 

toff . " 

As a fully paid up member 
of the Great and the Good, 
Mr Gough is also chairman 
of Yorkshire Water, chair- 
man of the Higher Educa- 
tion Funding Council for 
England and chai rman of the 
Doctors' and Dentists' Pay 
Review Body. 

Nicholas Brookes, chief 
executive of Bowthorpe, the 
electronics group, also joined 
the De La Rue board yester- 
day as a non-exec. 

Returning to Mr Gough, it 
was at Yorkshire Water, of 
course, where former manag- 
ing director Hevor Newton 
told the public that he didn’t 
bother with baths, and urged 
them to do the same in the 
name of water conservation. 

Happily, 1 am informed 
that Mr Gough is a regular 
bather, and is in fact posi- 
tively fragrant 

Yet another bauble for Sir 
David TWeedie, chairman of 
the Accounting Standards 
Board, whose wit is drier 
than a Highland Park malt. 
Now he’s won the 1997 
Founding Societies Cente- 
nary award, “the chartered 
accountants' top accolade.” 

Keith Clayton, president 
of the Liverpool Society of 
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Brandon Gough: Also 
chairs Yorkshire Water 

Chartered Accountants; will 
host this year’s ceremony in 
Liverpool Town Hall in May. 

Mr Qayioo says: “Sir David 
has done a remarkable job in 
gaining universal acceptance 
of the Accounting Standards 
Board within the profession in 
such a short time. He is 
widely admired not just for his 
technical expertise and judge- 
ment, but also for his unfail- 
ing sense of humour." 

Sir David, a fanatical sup- 
porter of the Scottish rugby 
team and a Murrayfield stal- 
wart, is in Australia at the 
moment for a meeting of in- 
ternational accounting stan- 
dard-setters. He says it was a 
“great thrill" to be in such 
company as the tikes of Lord 
Benson (formerly of Coop- 
ers}, Sir Bryan Carsberg and 
Sir "frevor Holdswoith.” 

Barings Asset Management, 
one of the few bits of the old 
Barings operation to come . 
out unblemished from the 
Nick . Leeson fiasco, has de- 
cided at long last that it needs 
a marketing department. 

BAM already has £24bn 
under management, much of 
it from high-quality pension 
and charity mandates. Now it 
has hired Mark Weber as 
global head of marketing, to 
be based in Boston, and 
Mark Skinner as deputy 

Industrial Metals 


back in London. Mr Weber 
joins from Paribas Asset 
Management in New Yonc. 

More larks from Grip. 

London-based Lloyd s _ 

broker that brought us insur- 
ance against abduction of 
aliens. Now Financial 
Adviser, the weekly maga- 
zine, reports that Simon 
Burgess, ma nagin g director 
of Grip, is to offer cover 

against the possibility ot 
legal disputes with dones. 

Mr Burgess is reported as 
swing: “In the absence of a 
wilkft is our understanding 
that an estate will pass u> a 
done and the established 
rules on intestacy wfll be by- 
passed." . , . 

Intestacy apart, might this 
not be a way of avoiding an 
impending row over whether 
prince Charles should be- 
come King? An endless suc- 
cession of Queen Elizabeth 
D s sounds rather fun. 

Last Friday it was red nose 
day and this Friday it will be 
bine dothes. Nothing lo do 
with parry politics - this 
week water industry staff are 
being encouraged to dress 
down and pay £1 each to don 
blue outfits for WaterAi ti- 
the international Charity- 

Thousands of staff are be- 
ing challenged to take up the 
Grey to Blue fundraising 
challenge in time for this 
year’s Wat er Aid Day this 
Saturday, 22 March. 

And u nothing else, it 
should be fun to see Bran- 
don Gough, chairman of 
Yorkshire Water (see above), 
flapping around in a blue 
costume. 

^RfeterAid hopes the event 
will raise £15,000 for safe 
water and sanitation projects 
in developing countries. 

That’s enough to bring safe 
water to another 1,500 peo- 
ple. For more information 
contact Kelly Jones of 
WaterAid on 0171 793 4505. 

John WHIcock 
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"Information professionals rank 
Financial Times Informati o n as the mast 
important UK business i n f o r ma ti on provider’’ 


Annual Busbes Information Sun«y 1996, 
Hcacfland Butinas Infimutinn 


Financial Tunes Information provides online iofonnation 
from over SJXX) business sources comprising 43 milli on 
documents, as well as a database of 3JmiBioa securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 

fix urore infonnuTKin contact Andrew Hunan +44 171 325 8420, 
or emafl: lnlb<? ftam For iree samples of oar semes, visit our website 
impi'tawjnfuJLGoaif' 
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FINSTAT ■ instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gHliar@ft.com 
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sport 


RACING: And they’re off. Greg Wood looks toward to the Rat turf season which starts at Doncaster today 

spice to opening exchanges 




AD of the most famous and well- 
rewarded jockeys will be there 
when the Flat season starts at 
Doncaster thB afternoon. With- 
out them, you suspect, the cam- 
paign might 'start andfew would 
notice because at this early 
stage, the people are more in- 
teresting than the horses. 

The better coits and fillies of 
the Qassic generation will not 
see a course for another three 
weeks al least In 1997, though, 
the fortunes of the men cm top 
should be a permanent thread 
throughout the season, indeed 
from its very first day, with 
every possibility that the jock- 
eys’ championship will develop 
into a serious coatest for the first 
time in.years. 

Jt helps that the leading play- 
ers have such weB-defined per-, 
sonas that they could easily be 
Spice Girls. There is Lanfran- 
co Dettori {Ghirpy Jock)' at- 
tempting to reclaim -the title 
most people seem to assume is 
his already, Kieran Fallon 
(Bough but Reformed. Jock), 
Richard Quinn (Quiet Jock) 
and of course Pat Eddery (Old 
Jock), who needs one more 
championship to move ahead of 
Lester Piggotr in the all-time list. 


Dettori is a short favourite for 
the tixle.wzth Irish bookmakers 
Paddy Power (their British 
counterparts ate reluctant io of- 
fer prices). 

.: ' Power bets: 4-9 Dettori, 4-1 
Quinn, 7-1 Falkm. 14-1 bar, with 
Eddery all but writfen-off on 
16-1. Those odds are the in- 
evitable result of Fallon’s ap- 
pointment as stable-jockey to 
Henry Cecil atWairenPlace. 
where he will inherit any num- 
ber of potentially top-class 
rides -from the reigning cham- 
pion. ... 


Fallon will be a crucial factor 
as Cecil attempts to wrest (he 
trainers’ championship from 
1 Saeed bin Suroor and the 
Godolphin operation. The ri- 
valry between the two (or more 
accurately, between Cecil and 
Sheikh Mohammed. Godol- 
phin ’s founding father) was a 
welcome diversion last back- 
end, and the head-to-head be- 
tween the worlds most 
powerful owner and the man he 
used to employ seems sure, to 
continue. 

Bosra Sham and Ladv Car- 


la. both Classic winners last sea- 
son. should be among Cecils 
more mature money-earners, 
while Reams Of Verse and 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Break The Rides 
(Doncaster 4*10} 
NB: Chabrol 
(Doncaster JL30) 


Sleepytijne, both prominent in 
ante-post 1.000 Guineas belling, 
arc names which will be close 
to the top of crib sheets. 


DONCASTER 
1 245: MIRACLE KID. likely to be 


is. saddled John Gosden, . whose 
yard is reported ro be prepared for 
a successful s&it to the new season. 
Snpnl Ann hails from the stable that 
supplied the winner of this race a 
year ago. This colt broke his duck 
with a smooth victory oo the all 
weather at Wolverhampton a fort- 
night ago. BauMgny is certainly a 
dark boise in this held, running in 
a handicap (ore the first time. 

r rn 

235: SOMOSIERRA is reported to 
be showing ability at home by his 
trainer. Jack Berry, whose runner 
merit particular respect at this time 



of year, and should give a decent ac- 
count of himself. Mister Bankes. 


from the yard which won this race 
r. Staid 


last year. Staidly Princess, from an- 
other stable that has its string well 
forward, and Richard Hannon’s 
Wrekin Plot arc others to consider. 
□□□ 

3Jk A particularly uappy event with 


the once-raced CANYON CREEK 
taking on u field headed by rwo for- 
midable and far idotc experienced 
p e r for m ers. Them is a good chance. 
howner. that John Gordon's four- 
year-old will be more forward nt this 
stage of the season than either 
%asi or Ammk Ajctfa. 

cm 

3.48: BRLTAL FANTASY success- 
ful on the all-weather in a 6f hand- 
icap ui Southwell in January and 
over 5f al Wolverhampton - bv 1 
lengths from Mane us on his most 
recent venture in February - returns 
to the turf on a fair handicap mark 
and should go well. Take the 7- J with 
Ladbrokes. Ellens Lad and Bishops 
Court are obvious dangers. 


3-30 Amadou* 

205 Mfracfe KM : 
235 Somosferra _ 
3JL0 Canyon Creak 


HYPERION 

3-40 Brutal Fantasy (nb) 

4J0 Desert Fighter 
- 4.40 Fly TO THE STARS (nap) 


GOING: Round cores* - Good (Good lo Finn in pbrest; Straight- Good io Firm (Good 
in places.). BTAU&Stnilgte-^umds'rfdcrwitmd - nwlde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers ben In big Odds on round muse. 

■ Left-hand, pear-ahaped course with raOe 'ritejffa. 

■ Come is cast of umn off die A038 (Ml 8 Jos 3 A d). Bus brA &xw> Downeacr ren- 
in) stauon. ADMISSION: Clcftt 4; Grandstand SB; tomfly Endnmre 43 (raider- 16s 
five aD cndasral CAR PARK Free. 


FORM GUIDE 

STATELY PRMCESS, a dougtter o» Royal Lodge vow Rooeano out ot grew umnter Attar 
Of State, B mooned to be vwy sttot®. me selection's half-brother Statesman landed ins 
Jvst two races as a nte-yeat-cM last seasen. Jack Berry manabty does self asm he 
tUes. Ue tuns Somoelerra. a got of me stable's flying pey Pons House, ’stio &nM w 
unns at bw m 1991, tne Ural at ties track. Suggest, a MMyan colt. is the subject of e-v 
ceuagng reports. RfcfatJ Harman has booted Pat EMery far HYekin Mot a sen of smart 
Sprinter Ron’s Victory end out of a Try My Best mare. BJi Turner, teo won this with Indian 
SpBdt last yeai. saddles Mtaftr Anatom, but ths coil being bv Risk Me. muJit prefer ffjo 
n roe grouri A lOqueloB. a Prime Damme coR. s bred tor speed, as » OM Lflre Magic, 
a daughter of Magic Ring. Selection: STATELY PRINCESS 


EEI3 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WTTB RUNNERS: J Gooden - 117 winners from 128 n nnos 
ala ratio aT2l.Hk gtanga ntnm id aSl level soke of +128.01; B BUb- 2fiwta*rors, 
I np nmnets, I8J%. +SMB7; Mrs t Burette - 1 8 winners, 178 runners. 10.146. -£10.09; 
J Berry - 14 winners, lirnmners, 12J?b» +S/0.00. ‘ 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettod -33 nrtrmem. 189 rides, 184k, +£1 1 .83; K Darley 
-31 wlrnws, 287 rides, 1*146, +510,46; MBtti-Mretarirea, 150 rides, 17316. 4- £2024; 
Par Brtde ry - 22 winner?.. 14B rtdf*. 14J%, ■AR.76. . 

BLINKERED FIRST T TMt.: Watercolour (2-05) 

WtNNEBR IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Angel Pace (4. 101 won al WoKeriiranpum on &*- 
nrdup; Flash In TliePn (4. J0) won u FWkestone on Friday 
L0N&4)ISTANCE'RDNNER& Raffle* Booster (1.30) kK 257 miles b j A Ncwcooibe 
[TOcn Hurttshaw, Devon. " 


| THE SPORTHG UFE DONCASTER MLE (CUSS A) 
(Listed) £16,250 added lm (Straight) £11,454 
OlOOiO 1EASTWei<D)tBtil&B>WHii8B&S9t. 




501018- AMRMC AJEEB (141) (D) 'AUersuB rtaniuy 5 8 1?- 


250000 BAM) ON THE (BIN (152) (CD) iDJ Men) B McMahon 10 B 12 TQotanG 

1- CANTON OtETK (284) (0) tAt&rrr&H 1 Gsafcr J812 10(0x12 

3,144* tflBlf LEADER (130) I5riaii SJwfl R Hannon 4 8 12 Ps» Eddery 3 


EES 


30503-i 
828200- 
125233*- 
Q6UA4 
530253- 
023522- 
QZ23UL 
5226tfr 
9 -WAH- 
ID 24FHB- 
U 23510-1 

12 455600 

13 010000- 

14 430211 

15 313360- 

16 405302 

17 254S10- 

18 am- 
ts 015282 
2 Q 1-30128 

21 1G0415 

22 604-212 
73 024050- 
24 313022 


RACMBtHMWELAPPRBfilCE HAlBKMP (CLASS R £3^500 
added In 4f Penalty Vaiue.£237B 

OPBMBUPNfQlBTuestttaiMaGMMMmBreOlQ MUal 

»MMItBUg(iao<KattiBtMi>«JBBBce791D J5Ha4dun[7)12 

3t45HffiJBW(Eaqn(VOBW9SI>Mc«f691£) __Jqi» Kadi (5J 7 

iRMyiBMfflrffaHByASLtwPannBS)RHwtBi59[l .. rtoto»w(7ll 

nCrBOMABECX7GHQ0*»AV«WIB«lngB9 7 RRmI«(7)X3 

MJMWCWMi 6 L3MC5B5 ■ ■■—.- 3Deneb(5)ll 

UnSNrSWIT(I63lALRMnndAlm4 95 L: — : CQm»{7)24 


234/41-8 RAMESI (U6A)(7D(nm (Basra KebnttW Turer 48 12 TSprMe 4B 

_ g j-faj — 

BETTBtQ:44i VaaaL 3-1 Aaaak J^aeb, 5-1 Canyon Crack. 9-1 Band Oe The Ron, 10-1 loufy Loader, 
SO-lMean 

1996c ftel Unf 4 8 12 M « 92 gl Wtaffil 7 >an 

FORM GUIDE 

YEAST mii from strength to strength m 1996. Off the mart, m a Newcastle maiden last 
March, the son of Salse mem on to win three big Ascot handicaps and a usiod event at 
NewmatheL WUttam Haggas's charga is taurwred by the race conditions, goes «cJ fresh 
and an fast pound, and a at he best oner a snWffrt mile such as irra. Hts trainer reports 
him in seat town. John Goeden's Canyon Crook, wnter of r«s single start to dale - ai 
Pontefract last October - toots a usefri coil m the making and cotid be the one to IoApw 
Y east home, tank Ageob n another who did we« last season with three handicap Ui 
umphs -at Newbuiy. Yori and Ascot However. he may not be able io cope with Taast get- 
tmg only - a remark whch also aoptes to Lonely Leader, who won at Chepstow m 
June on ms first outing in 1996 but failed to add 10 that success. Band On The Run has 
a good record over the years but he hasn't scored since his course victory m September of 
1995, «Me Raheen looks wefl out c4 1L Selection: YEAST 


E22 


MTSUBtSM DIAMOND VISION HANDICAP (CLASS 
0) £6,000 added 3YO Sf Penalty Value £4/464 


eS~ 


N*M»MKCU5) m ff PFWV (te 1 taalt 4 9 5. 
(538KWiGi«tf8 UdtoiHS ^92. 


-X Sad (S) IB 


MU IWinEtKT) t» FBBRtt j FC3H 4 9 2; 


AMADOBIte W BtoefcOowon P MbM 4 90 . 


— — S«Wton(7)9 
JtaMaeafeffmffl 


DEOHW MAKBtm XksB BtMelwA K Bjto 490_ 
CRWW. (CAN) (130) (TroyCcrras) T Oemert 4 B U . 


AMeMv(7)3 
AMRMt 

, B lWfcH 

RMnESWJOHHt DS9) W Wak A Li^wrt A NbhxMb 5 8 IO— fe tom R 15 

01I?W(13$iOyGWh&8f‘a©s489 — — PUcCricl3 

pTH&eltwaffs R Hoflnshrod 4 87 ; J lynch 22 

(lEG8J)!BBn3«tHdfarejiJt40JB#iwSen*8 7 — Untki Qwyer 6 


£1500- OV»CANORW£(21« W(MJorhs3reRHa»rriead9 7. 


J> Griffith* (31 2 


622210- SWTNO (208) (D5 iSarmtonTcargnrr Ut o&vais 9 7 JFE^ot 

14536S- REET HS Gffll Q02) BRIEd WEeBitar (Hariag! fi Swagej Ltfl P Evas 9 4.B Mon U 

003151 BlBKLAD(13S}(»(»*sO^Hati«irtRH»nnnS4 ft* Eddery ID 

31- BtSMOPS COURT 072) (D) (D R Brorencn! kte J Rarmfer 9 4 IFortaw 12 

1320- . SUMIERSGLOinrpST) (D( ffrov Pasnng) B MstfBn 9 3 1 Dettori 7 

421501- 8AU.TM0TE (178) (tfi (Uamy Senron fltaerf} UJ) J Beny9 L ^tOwhyB 

434- JBXKMGHTQ20)(kHoa^an)WWEagerey8U MeGBaaiC 

302 322 CASQEASH8T JACK pE) St Firings RaCh0PHat*ngBiL MBddnyllB 

ID 300-151 BftLTIAL FANTASY p6)(D)flkjmordteo>igLlrflJ Eyre 8 10 JtUwto9 


}T>*nS686- 


mi4 
RRaadiniT 

CTh«N20 

Tinmans 

BALAIWOOTWWWDaamWi^G3yKeBewr471J RM«M|5)21 

HBHBTS»LOIM)(l»ariTonm*BoaMTciTAfcra4 710 UltoeyS 

8 UMAMWYB«G(Rl®(»/PJClW*ti Juries 7710 >MaaMI5>4 


FABBUKB Kion (t> » CN R PM) U Santa 7 B 5 . 
FEIO&nmR) B*s*mRDWtedfftJrt«w5aS- 
MJUKR (20) W OF) (B H Fas) J Gb»583. 


11 3-35121 EAGBf TO PLEASE 06) ftflltte Jo Omdeyt Ute Gay iseiww8 8 D Holland 3 B 

12 00-2443 LUNAR MUSE (3) Q8 (FaJ J Deonj Marqn Meaoe 8 4 J) Sawney (5) 4 

13 5823& 60U) Q)GE (150) IM Ourren) M Charrun 7 10 AEddory(71S 

-Udtctoed- 


MMY Got MBfiX M tow Bun KM- toridwr, F»* tWSM. WB» 

jaLlfltbrit8lBB,PMBPm6t,141DmfcgC*rtB , ,B*do«HMMt,Bal*- 

■MB. naawtn* Ori. toloriliB, Ur*»t SMR. 1S-1 CM**. Noroy Nritoai 201 rikei* 
im HW Y» HeJah 4 7 3 B ftesh 33-1 IN U Baohawl 21 W 
FORM OaJHJE 

RAFFLES ROOSTER, unpbeed aver an extended b«ra and a fatf mfiaa in s ncuca bunfie 
« Ware** at The teeming at trie month, wl be nsppier (nek or me MUktcro bff 
ran or strongy to dafeat Star Rage unitor 9st UJb at WoMshamptoO Januay - the par 
Mn lengths dear. He goes of a 16d> tower ratne ntffe. Cri * r ino won on that seme Wofrer- 
hanvtort cml as Opera Butt - a wwry sandrochad *at*een seconds on ri» same track 
and at UngMd. Abatots Mtoto went n an the Equhrack in Jorwary and scored bmcb on 
turf us term - at WinOaor and Fordefcn. FAky KnV<L winner of a 16-runner amateur 
riders' avail at Ascot Ifflf Ocaiber. has been hunting and Qn.fcnrth on the Eqmtrack 16 
days ago. M kmhmmm , tow* of 21_to ttos a ywr ago.cap gpwot WagotW^. 


AMnun wejghc Tsf 100. T-ae ronhcap wgtr Gcti Edge 7st 7th. 

BHTWS: 3-1 Bern lad, 7-2 fflsbops Court frlBnddftntasy, 8-1 Eigar To Please, 10-1 Bkffv 
stole, Castle AsWy Jack. Gmm Qory. 14-1 Jed Krtght. 16-1 Lim» Hroie. Weet EwGM.20-1 
p fciiaiv «imi ffitn i^Ann iff 1 cape 
1996: Wife to&e 3 B 5 J Sort 161 tC A 0»w 18 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

BISHOPS COURT, on Ns debut at Beverley last September, finished strongly io be INrd of 
16 to Rjaa. At HamtHon U days later on hfe only other owing. Bishops Court duly obkg. 
eo - ana m pleasing style, too. He r likely to be fit eno<<h despni- a 1 72-day absence am 
can make Ns first appearance in Handicap company a winning one. EBens Lad was tmd 
ar st» and seven fuiion& at two but the mwiiMn mo turned out to be he best and he 
two wms were over It - at Folkestone and Newmarket, both nurseries. Brutal Fantasy won 
hsndteaps a Southwell in January and at Wnwarriampton last lime and couM pose a threat 
off (to same mark as last i«ne. BaBynota. successful twice Iasi year, is another io con- 
srier. Eager T o Please has been m form vwh Eouirrack wrtones m a seller last monm and 
a cUomer 16 days ago but wii^h find rt*s compare too hoi. Satoctton: BISHOPS COURT 


400 


a dual Newcasite-sooier on pod » firm ground. 


RAFFLISI 


VBK\ 


•RACK A WPffBi BTTRA»r HANDICAP ff5USSD)j 

£5^)00 added 3rrolm2f 60yds 


610210- UWEKASII0W>»E(IW(lSRWB6Lto8riRH8roo«?7 are 

42-21 sa88W|S7)(Ma*«mHarliNaagff>PHj*ni9'4 _J 

3223-14 SSWRBHUpaim^SYcngjMJaws^l -. -&W 

4421 SWOSD «M 03 tAEOcpenhamer) R Ow®n 813 - • — 

... — - — -— * *. — n * 


M&ktoyB 


005- 8«eWBB*(149(NMBrai^Ma»non8ja^ 

HOSW.f«flTO nb9SkwandSu6rHaffitec!r«ai)}NQ8rwn811._JMc8too#6 

Dl- «BWCKTO(US4)(l«da*lrtJS*den810- 

023214- UWAOmAPTO) WBEoltotgM — — 7«lia*gNlB4 

040-153 *TO8BRnsratl9)(lbeGarieniigftnrBo4«plllttniiodefl8t_-v r Jtn«%rrai0 
432544 "ME CAM TSL (24) iDangiCr*) CI fcBqrg 4^— ^ — 

850- WaWEPKMCESSaSl) SrsthenCnwBit BBteBI ... ■ .. 0 Cater 14 

13 213006- TlgllB3W(P4)(FJSanaiuyH%s»wajBn ai8 T — . ^ 

j* ,«*»*Y*BJMMe(lK»II^AS^ RMdtol^U 

15 AS^|2ti(D5«a»^PA^lJMJW«»710_ ; NAdta>3 


WRA/RADA SHOWER EQUIPMENT LADES HCAP (CLASS 
1 G) £3000 added lm 2f 60yds £ 2/102 

342060- RNttSr ROBM 1136} O’ A LefnanS Lfc J RattDen 4 11 7 Jfc* E tavfen (5) 15 

40300- TAKE WOTKE Da3) J P 5iB0er,l R Mchefei J 11 4 JHre C Wank (51 1 


516000 llflKHTE (13D lArehony Morenep R Bastrari 4 11 4.. 


Jim R Bastfanan (5) ID 


<0*231-- BREMTHE RULES (145) (dfi (Aj Umasikl Pet 5 11 2 — NreAftnettS 

122101 AN6B. MCE 9SA) t5) (Of 0*® t J YUi^nsi P &3« 4 11 1 i5e>l — Iks C Fort (S) 19 

000654 GOU>8WOE(l£}(WiAnhurOWjftarre81017 Hb LPewrce 20 

142340- NBMB D0U6H (190) (tfi (Bran PoiukVGi Moore 5 10 11 Mm J Hoorn 7 


■teJAffeoiiB 
iSBodeyiaB 

10 00003 DesSfTROffBt (174) flfi (AFrarw Ms M Reieiet 6 ID 11 JAtePJonecS 


22*000 UVEYWIfflUONS (46) cHUB RamgCUil N Titori 10 11 . 
4112-40 HANIU. (49 (CO) 1C DBarbeHttnauttssL Penan 51011. 


11 511164 IQS BABY (24) fQ (BF) Ucttl Hcoats (WBWtddli J L Epe 4 10 8 .Mss Dtws Jones 2 

12 264 riRVAKAPKSCE £208) (D PcdTOnj BPttxffi 8 308 Mira L Bowel (5) 14 

13 3000-14 5 M 4 Afa(llS»J( 4 g(W<TcmSet^ 5 Dc «3 4 108 Iks U Cowdrey 6 

14 426500- FDtPSttNH) (135) ffourajarei P rtams 4 10 8 JffsAE)sey9 


16 


Jtptoxk(7)lSS 


15 213403 FATl® DAN (37) (D» (Faher Chn PaWwVuif KetetBV 8 h 13 — !RsslKarrR12 
lfi 43030-0 OVSi AHWR (4S> lA FctaKiu H Wfflary *911 Mra I Fomtok (E11B 

17 654600 C 0 HBA (19) Ms B J Crrieyl B Qrty 4 9 9 Mtas A Bradwtck (5) lfi 

18 034660- RASHMTKMN(lfi<i)<W&\ftaona 6 ocdrreni JMoore4na M»SUoorelSU7 
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BEIMR 9-2 Break The Rriaa, G1 Hals Baby, 7-1 NnM, B-l Aagat new. 10-1 Daasrt Rffnar, 
ftwari, toradak, Fathar Dan. Foortarad. 12-1 Forest Robin. BsM Barta, Mitutye, U-l otters 
199ft 4to*< 4 9 9 Mss A OSey 20-2 <C W C Breyl 27 ran 
FORM QUDE 

BREAK THE RULES, who was dawned out of Maty RevWy's yard Ire £15.000 after win- 
ning owr course arm dtsrance tost October, is new with Martin Pipe and scored over hur- 
dles at Taunton and Haydock last month The fwe-year-oid w* neve every - assistatce from 
the saddle war Amanda ferret! booked. Manful, now m Lmda Perrati's yard, won iris a 
year ago when with Bd EKey. The five-year -oW ^med lour more lest ^ar. two at aikvreath- 
er maetm< 5 . Bhd tsn'r out of A despite having run unplaced a SoutnweH on ins last rwo 
starts. Mab Baby notched a hat-tnek towards the end of last season and Cxana Jones, 
who rode hrm to two of ttrosewcwies - one at this track - « on ooara. The fbre- 
year-oki comes here « bom a recent SouthvreD run. Annie Bsey. wno rode Manful last year, 
teams up wan Foiudaned and Peter Harris'*, runner n* eacb-vray prospects on his ooen- 
tng run of last season when beaten a fer^h aid threequ 3 ners by hoqci wt»m m a few 
of 16 at fhpori tn Aprt. AogeT Face screed m good style at Wreverhampton Iasi Saturday 
and e only Sb fuller here with the 58) penaay. S e tocM ow: BREAK THE RULES 
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NELTONWOOD MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5j000 added 
3Y0 lm (Stra^rt) Penalty Value £3^50 

0- RUMBNB TRUTH 0 JSA) (iSSfi IK Unte) R Chantoi 9 0 TSpralff 4 

32- FUf TO RE STARS P3ft(PDSwft M JcrrenenSO IWMre/2 

eoe- fiETBff TOffT(13^ 0 £ Bg3 R HaArsfea) 9i3 10riM3 

BWDU. ftHA) (Hamdan ktetosri BHDs 90 IDSn«i(3j 5 

42- RNBrS SfflJSCE (1ISAH156) (K ftoitaij B hit S 0 J* W»e 

500- M«a.Ma(SON057)rRNF«rmri)PI^ai89 J Ore o A iB |5? 7 

6 ARBOREAL (USA) (XSOf (MS GifthSiMry l Stubbs 8 9, Rfttel 

54- TWTM(13?(lteCBnrtDAiixafiW89 — S«Bwt)i 8 
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BElTWftlMRy to Tto Stare, 2-1 avert S<raree.u-2S« The Pont, U-2 Barring Tirih.12-1 
Toi Tol. 14-1 Arbcrad, 18-1 RoyaL 33-1 AflHI Jbriaan. 

299& wisflL3 9 0 Vt Cason 5-1 U 1 Durkpt 15 ran 
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FQRMGU&JE 

FLY TO THE STARS . a 126 i)OQ 0 is yearling, ran only trace Ion season as he wen injured 
m (he aarfv part of the year. He ran a (ore-length thnd of 23 ro twrwvj ZaJm ax Newrwry 
in October on Its debu: and ran Tsyseerto a lengih at Redcar (good to fmi the foUcwg 
moratt. Die selection is figpy re^rded ny Marti Johnston and should outgun nfc seven n- 
vats tee. the iw* of wtiom appears to be Dfwro Source. Foreth of 18 to Dacoft at Sal- 
Nbtn n Omber on tfc inmduebOn, Hamas beaten a couple d fcngtfB by AttWte a lacasrer 
SiLSre on hraredy other ou*«. Selecttac RV TO THE STARS 



GodoJphins team will noi ar- 
nre in Britain until shortly be- 
fore ihe Craven meeting ai 
Neumarkct next moarh. hv 
which lime names such as 
Mnonlighi Paradise (second 
I'avnurite for the 1.000 Guineas) 
and Shomikh ( 12-1 for the 2.0U0 
Guineas) should he a little 
more familiar. 

The two-year-old class or 
19% also included Bahhare. the 
ame-posi favourite for ihe first 
colls" Classic after winning all 
three of his starts for John 
Dunlop Iasi season, and Peier 


Chapple-Hyam's Revoquc. un- 
beaten in four races including 
ihe Grand Criicrium at 
Lonschamp. yet onh - true devo- 
tees' land those who have 
backed him) will recall ihe 
identity of the Dewhura winner. 
In Command, trained by Bar- 
ry Hills, is all but forgotten oo 
the 20-1 mark. 

Other fillies to look forward 
to include Pas De Reponse. eti- 
quette Heads CTreveley Park 
winner, and Ryafan, whose 
trainer. John Gosden. may find 
his second Classic winner rather 


Mitsubishi Diamond Vision H’cao - Doncaster 3.40 
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20-1 
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easier to come by now that he 
has claimed his Jong-awaiied 
fust, with Shantou in la*i year’s 
Si Leger. Do not forgeL either, 
that the world's richest race, the 
Dubai World Cup on 29 March- 
es the anticipated starting-point 
for Hclissio. one of the best Arc 
winners of rect-m years at 
Longcharop last October. 

Finally, as we greet a new' Flat 
season it is worth remembering 
lhai for a man who has been 
part of the turf for as long as 
most of us can remember, it will 
be a long goodbye. Peter O Sull- 
evan’s final campaign behind the 
microphone will take in Royal 
Ascot, Glorious Goodwood and 
ihe Arc. but sadly noL on tele- 
vision at least, the Derby. 

Jim McGrath, his obvious 
successor at the BBC, does an 
excellent job as the racecourse 
commentator on the big day at 
Epsom, but he will also have 
many more chances to do so. As 
the course authorities try to find 
a way to bring the crowds back 
to the Downs, they should per- 
haps consider hiring the Voice 
for one last outing around Tat- 
cenham Comer. If that doesn’t 
put a few thousand on the gate, 
nothing will. 


WJNCANTON 
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HYPERION 

Z15 Mdraght Legend 2A5 Dream Ride 3J5 Fools 
Errand 3J50 Motoqua 4JJ0 King^ Treasure 4.50 
Northern Starlight 530 Noisy Miner 


GOENG: ‘ k>xf lit Tim i Firm in |iL>>.v- 1 . 

■ tofthL-frervl. «Ali"|unf: couhm?. Kuii-lt of _<>ThiL.. 

■ r^Mirsc cs SE of lonyi on tt.tuSl T'.'nipk'i-omln.- AJlirei (>er- 
tw fri mi Lirvlin, Wa/ertnW Tm. ADMKSWN: Mi-tnlm-S I2^V> 
iJunnir McroUro.. IT inli y«*rs. 17). TallnMto SS (StudonLn 
S4I. CouR *.- 1 jiuI on, inruium:) j-I (l 'wire. lie frc-- Uilo all on- 

CAR PAUL: Fn-r 


SIS 


CMMOEL 


BUNKOED FIRST TIME: Fools Emnd Mwjt'ri, .LI' i. 

WIN NEBS IN LAST SEVEN DATS. Now.-. 

LONG-DISTANCE RLNNEBS: Gobaliao CM > :UO) ha- b>«n son 
1 14 mile* by F Ora y fr>jrn Wvrrun^JkJ. MW Sitow-i. 


MOTCOMBE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3j000 added mves 2m 6f 

21F212 MOTOQUA (121 D NcMSS" 5 11 6 -JTJoteon 

050? ABBETDORAN (22) MS! hacWC 6 11 0— .Ate 

0T- AREAL pflSSI BPtegB 13 0 - TJenkB 

tSORTP B0U>RaNE(H9(39A%nw8U0. PHofley 

BUCXBEEFLTDIR Alfer5 13 0 A Thornton 

00 CASTLE LYNCH (42) R 4to& 5 11 0 JDM) 

.72JJ/-0 GLAEttS QMANUE1 pS) R Ftoo. IT 13 03)1 RMtsffi (5) 

0 GOBALMO GSTLtlfiO) F GW 5 11 0 -DFreBO) 

LADV CAUBMSH Ms H Day 7 U 0 - M Foster 

10 WMW QIEfflQFTHESUR(42)NMBri>181108o|teMkteP) 

11 iJJW QUNAfi (23) HBafeyb 110 -SMdteR 

12 634200 REGAL GEM (43) C Same! 6 13 0 IRKama0> 

13 5 SCBK WATERS ji3) N lnGUn- 0 av»& 5 U 0 ..C UncRyn 

14 506 CONTRACT 6RSKE (20) PMinre 110 5 WMcMand 

15 0 LUNAR OBS(154) A CtrinDerrei 3 30 5 B PowcA 

-15dedared- 

BETT1NG: 4-5 Uofoea. 7-2 Scenic Waters, 6-1 Qteneg. 10-1 RagN Gere, 
12-1 BocMm Flyer, 18-1 Badys DnoBmei, Contact Bridge, Cato lynch, 
20-1 ethos 


2l5T 


BRITISH OEU> SPORTS SOCIETY MAID- 
EN HURDLE (CLASS F) £2£00 added 2m 

00 CUSSlCM0KLU4}J7i£kSU? £ UcMetf 

0 - 6 t COMMUTER COUNTRY (13) C 8 sw« 6 11 :.JRK>VBaffr 

OOTU DERRWB JACK (IBB) D rtenber 6 11 2 R Massey CS) 

J-’ OBAHOBnilA) tan » tierasrsin7Ui.il A Rh^rtU 

0 GEORGETOWN (20) jGntoa 6 11 2 P HMe 

P.f. HE KNOttS HE RUES (3St P Ba>i« 5 11 2 BPo*el 

50 MJLU£A(W)(20);4BS SBftereS 5 122 LAsptBfJ) 

4 MMGKT lECaiD (21) D Mcrokon 6 11 2 JlJoteaen 

13323 NORDAKCE IrtlWCE (14) Gs> kateQsr 6 11 7. — A Bates (5) 

fW OVER TNE W47ER (3S it Otoe'S 11 2 AThonten 

OOOT 6 PffGTS ROCK (34| G Baring 6 11 2 — -.—Mr A Bakflnt (7) 

2 FUNS OF VEION (14) C Marn 5 11 7 RDwnoody 

Sr-0 CUlBtUaACXIUesHD^aiOll M Foster 

QSCHJGHTS GIFT MW ilampcn 5 10 11 LHsvey 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING: 4-5 UMreffd l«0te. 7-2 RhffOf Vfstaa 8-1 Eamlarmt. 7-1 
Ha Karos The Rnl«b 15-2 Nortrane Prtnce, 12 Plpert Rock, lfi others 


[XoSl SOMERTON NOVICE HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m 5f 


221112 KME3 TREASURE (UfilBF) I Bstoec 8126 _)W A BcteR 17) 
2,311-6 SOME-TOW p»(»JSaurell 12 6 ..._lteLBtacttad (71 

2S*-&2 FBMGAN FREE (S G Hvn 7 12 0 Jlr II FrtOl (7) 

MASTB) DOMIMBTON Lfc; 0 Vtoanltt 0 12 0 

Mr J M Mtchanl (7) 


5)0344 WJRTlffiW VtllASE 110) L B3CS 10 12 0 

(Mpt D Mm-Hanhey (7) 

0*12352- SALVO QBO) lAss M Bragg 6 12 0 ^Jlr I Dorefch (7) 

OOvV-P mrs APACHE (SOCatar 6 120 ...Jtottto 


roars GD4W1 STAR ® 0 Cans y 12 0— .Mr E Jama* (7) 

9 VITAL S0N6 M Cere 10 12 0 Mr E Matthews (7) 

10 25 WEST QUAY (293) Tlre« 11 120 Jk J Crel*»on (7) 

-UOdcctered- 

BETTtNG: 5-6 tOngY Treaswe. 9-2 West Qoay, 5-1 Vitel $««, B-l Some- 
Toy. 10-1 Salvo. 14-1 Ftonfsan Free, Northttn VBaer. 20-lofben 


450 


2.45 


QUANTDCK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,750 added 2m 


CORTDN DEPHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,500 added 2m 5f 


1 1-2210) DREAM RDE (19) DNcfoisrei 7 11 10 ....Jt Joteam 

2 P-345JP GNUS ACAIK3S) JGifire] 7 11 3 — L Aspefl f3) 

i 1064*2 MA1WOOO CASTLE (13) N Ahe ' 11 3 AThonte 

4 4000EP POCABK BAOITW (371 C Py*m 7 U 3— Tt M o eOtel (SI 

5 PDAW-5 RABfOffiCK (14) Marti Canvcn 6 ll 3 JRaRton 

6 0546U5 SAN DEGD CHARGBI (BO) A 8art», 6 11 3 — .~P HoBey 

- 5 ikUa td - 

BOTlHt nm Dream Ride. M Itateeod Castle, 100-30 GMk A CML 
20-1 Ftamctek. 2S-1 San Diego Chafe*. Pocterc Saonfe 


1 1214-11 NORTHERN STARLIGHT P4) (CO) M Pipe 6 UU..C Maude 

2 WS» KM0*S CROSS (10) (CD) a J Yflson 5 11 a AThonfloe 

J 201 EASY USTENNG (USA) (48) N Haev 5 ll 3 JRatton 

4 210620 DONIDRESSFORDBflEIt (28) (0) R Hodpes 7 10 2 

T Dmeornbe (3) 

- 1 Bartered - 

BETTBIG: 10-U Northern Started. 9-4 Easy Uriateg. 7-2 Domifcese- 
tonBnoer. 10-1 fQrto'i Cross 


5.20 


LEVY BOARD STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1^50 added 2m 


STEWART TORY AMATEUR HCAP CHASE 
(CLASS D)£6J)00 added 3m IS 110yds 


£3447 SUNLEY BAY (40) (CDf P Ivchcas II 12 0 IBra P Curing (5) 
U25P3 FOOLS ERRAW (14) G Salary > U 6 .._Mr A B6feKng(7) V 
34UP65 (MNGBt BABY (9) D Vfflams ’ 10 11 Ooobtful 


LW SPHWS TP IT P5? yap? 11 U>3. UrUFinm 

BETTING: 11-10 Swley Bay- 64 Feob Errand. 7-2 Spring To It 
■ Fi(h four hone* have been left in (he Gland National |5 April i 
at (he iatrt forfeit naac Master Oats is lop weicht wilh IlsiIOfb 
hn ran* onh if ihe ground » soh. If he conns mil ibe nrirbL- will 
rise either tw J51h — leaving Nahihen Lid. *hr* must pass a Hood 
test this *iri to pa io .\inirtc. and ChaUenvtei Du Luc. jet to he 
coaiimied « runner, at the head o( (he handicap - nr 20 fh leaving 
Lo Strtetmc. a cuum rtaner, at the top ol the erighu. 


I NOISV MMER (28) (Clfi D tefivilsan 5 11 11 .J? Massey (5 

HUE BOVS R Hodges 5 U 4 T Ooscote* (3) 

UFFS WORK P Hotns 5 11 4 RDmooqy 

LITTLE BEAU khs J Vouigo 11 a MrAC ta teJOte 

LONGSTOfCLADG Eivreas 511 4 . . — Mr J ffzzart (7) 

lflSTBtBYERDftl«rihfll4 - — P HoBey 

N0R9AMA (N& Met ? Ecoom. 513 a MrTMb 

Sffi PROSPSWY SVtaerron r U 4N Wfta*«ee (7) 

TOMMY TKXLE GP"Ce5 11 .JRKevena^ 

KEUSBORO QUEEN R BucMa 6 10 13 BPote 


SALLY SCAILY A luiE 5 10 13 MrUeNort 

SPLASH OF BLAKBCY (42) E revga 6 10 13 — S Andersen 

TECKMCALMQUEG rtam6 10 13 SBerai«i 

DUfMCXSDOUTTlEF Tucker a 1010 MGrtBtafT) 

RsnvAKHOAiorescio 10 SMcNaa 

-lSdcrlrad- 

BEITWG: 1-2 Noisy Miner, 3-2 Wrier Rker. 7-1 Hw Boys. 12-1 Fe*tt- 
vri. Tommy TkMe. 14-1 H eUc bom Queen. Seky Scsty, 20-1 where 


PLUMPTON 


V>jc] MARCH SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
■ .1 (CLASS G) £2,450 added 2m If 


HYPERION 

Z2S Eau De Cologne Z55 Jovial Man 3J25 Zadok 
4J)0 Right Lieutenant 430 Black Church 5X10 
Mazlrah 


GOING: io Firm tGorel to fmini' stmplitl. 

■ U-ft-taftU. urxfutaune »hh jJuup hciute. Trv*y tlown- 
hill fence in lack MraiKh). U|4iill run-in nf aiipk 

■ LV>unv bi i AL'TS s-'uiJi iif lUj-vrurrt'. Ildth. Ptumptcm rta- 
uort adjoin* cour'-c. ADMISSION: Moniirnl l-i- TauersalLs 2!i; 
i"ourx.'i 3. CAR P.VHK; 1-1 (centre of •-nurse 1 4 11. 


30F?35 B4THESWP BRUCE ( 10 ) T Cmey 5 U 10 SRyenfE) 

1-35002 GE«RlU.SNBK£VmPHafe9£LI4 It Mon (7] 

P-l'OiCtF T0AHL(48)R Ingram S 10 13 AGtegher 

p.'.-co UAieOROUeiUDtMtuaomxiaiOU J Octane 

OC-OOO WSHAMAN (48) I Hno 6 10 10 PtkAno&tb 

OiPUU ZADOKIlfl)JFfari»HeiK,5108 PHrWeyOJB 

PP.^-P MGK BURNSHOT (9) Mis L Jenef 10 10 2 -DLtey 

613POO SCALP ‘Ol (II) ft P Pnt£haO 9 10 0 JJrPPrtWrarf 

TNANA(6)kisLJwii5100 SCunao 


as 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Mr Lorrtj tVKn. 

HTNTVEES CN LAST SEVEN DATS: Nine. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Storrow Bey f-L,WiA Prince <W 
Spades lO.iMi tunv lieon vtu Jrtr uuk~ liy A from Ktoc-- 

tirtdfic. NkJamso ('Ll’a I -*air I 0 T imJcstij T Kim! from Ism- 

Inn. Devnn. 


10 P 66 -PP5 AW (USA) ffi) J Jreetn 6 10 0 — DStqmne 

- 10 declared - 

Mewreum ee^yr lost True fenaesp w&tft Scafr Em 9fl 13ft. Tirana 9B 
Lan. Arv<9 s» 

BETTWC: S -2 Cenerri SUrtey, 3-1 Tomri. IS BatOesMp toora. M Zadok, 
1 D -1 Vterewtf) Lad. 14-1 AaR, IB -1 Mataon, 2S-1 Seafij 'Ea^ SB -1 
Ttgana, H10) tomshot 


4J00 


WEATHER6YS DATA SERVICES NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 


o oc'l PEASE POTIRGE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
_ E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 

1 ( 0 W BENfl(10)rC9si!J «il2 f A McCarthy 

2 63WSP CtDCK WAIOERS (3fl J anocra 9 11 ? D Monte 

3 r EAU DE COLOGNE (36) L Renans 5 112- M tfetarts 

A AP MNFS4n5WT(17)P4a^ < U.2 XMcmlT) 

5 UOO? KYBtTS REYSWE (201 R »** S U 2 DCStenn 

6 5235-3 LORO ABUS CUfi MM TCran* $11 2.. -TJlfctey 

7 t NEARLY ALL Rleff ( 1 S| Sencn Ecu 8 11 2 SCMrian 

8 13000 PBQTOTYPE (14) G bhrign Haiffiur 6 11 2 ■ — DCt iBate r 

9 W«rTHW(llfi»WiBero 71011 A McCabe 

15 ’12S&K A»YlWAMOC(3» T«^S9j $ 25 11 DMIdgater 

11 PHUSTATE JPaoi+i«yesB 10 U PHanleyP) 

12 CP JAMES FBST (55) P Yi0am4 10 7 Bitow (7) 

BETTING: 5-4 EM Oe Criojpe. 2-1 lard MU*. 11-2 Koyin Magic. 8-1 
Prototype. 16-1 KyboV Reveoee. 32-1 ottere 


&126L1 F1J8TT UEUTBtAHT U9t (0) TCzeyS 120 — DBrk^aatBf 
05000-6 RHjfrrowNpDOj p arise U2 .tj*k» 


04»P3 lHfEAJMET00(17) OwramsSll Mr SDraack(7) 

4 P22P3U BOBBB PROE (17MBF) C fYOham 7 11 rikRTbornten (5j 

5 W<S JBfBW Atl£Y(8U DCnSSriBll 7 PHeMeyD) 

-Sdaetarod- 

STTM6; 1-3 FS^n Upotenac*. 7-2 Robtes PHde. 12-1 Fnflt ton. 1S-1 
Mh eamnrt oo. 2S-1 Tn Pea A Bn 


430 } 


HAILSHAM HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
I £3j600 added 3m If 110yds 

H431P4 BUCK CHUR01 (W) (C) R Ros* 11 11 12 DffStenn 

2P*SPP PWOCOO B8l PffBn&i 30 JD 1 WMaretai 

3X-PS? JOKER JACK (81 RDron 12 10 0 D Leahy 


I CUCKHELD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£3,600 added 2m 5f 

5W133 StffFOLK RffitD 1397) P tore ID 11 12 DtTSteaa 

86-2233 Stm.Y (14) T UoGMm 8 11 9 D&M&ratBr 

626821) JOVML SMN UB) R ffSoisr 6 US. JOshoro 

52-VFi PfimiAMBBTAHMH 03) I Case, a lCi 5 — J A McCarthy B 

F641UP OXFORD QtHl [231 (D) R Cute 10 10 1 ^JXkHlta 

UFVfrP WUN8AU«OTJF&nwnl2 J01 P Henley (3) B 

06FM! R£fiAL DURA (ID) (CO) DO’^Cn 7 10 0 : 6 si - WMaretoo 

J-POPOd SALCOfiffiC HW80W 118) CY h Pnchan U 10 0 

Orppmetara 

-Sdetaared- 


?1W SHARROYf BAY (NZ) (34t A ucco, IP 10 0 R 

-Ikdnrf- 

Un nexn: JOsl Iiwr n cap nt&rn titer .W 5Bt 5c. inarm Bay 9a 3ft. 
BETTWC: 1-4 Mack Cbacb. 8-1 PMoeeM. 9-1 SlartM Bay. 10-1 Aker 
Jack 


5j00 


LEWES AMATEUR HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2^650 added 2m 4f 


36&42S KE1LY MAC flifi D OBner 7 U 10 Ik H Thornton (5) 

RMl-O? «JttroflU«CH(6)WriWrip6116- »«a#«(7i 
4.-15132 AU«nsGREBCRCU))fD)JM-te5U3JkP01(ee1hm 

5300 MAZBtAH 143) R Cute 611 1 lb M Appleby [7) 

“>81155 IGHGTS GOLD (SO) Mrs 1 Uchaate 7 106JteSViclie«y (71 
FWHI bBiOWiy(13)JNerie6103.™ — »0Bc«ia«mB 


Aftwwfln aegttc 132. Tiw fantcap a«erc ftejitl Awe 9a Sb. Satemre 
ftrKortafft. 

ETTWe 7-4 tons* Man, T-2 Regal Area. B-l imply, B-lPartewte 
tan. 13-2 8 «fWk Road, 1M QOcia Qd. 25-1 otbere 


7 QGM PRMCE0FSPADE5(242) AHcbb»5101lkBSheehbi{7) 
s pfVtm- BfaumnncE{UMfQu%jE»e9i0a_ifrJGoUflBiR(7) 

-Btetoto- 

BFTffllG: 158 Ateys Gncner. 94 Ktfy Me, MBtev 7-1 n«3 
Grid, S-l Prtnce Of Spades, 12-1 Gone For Inch, M-l Mr lowly, 2&-1 
Bsytord Prtnw 


RACING RESULTS 


EXETER 


.to; 3. 1 

Cawwiter arapn 1 3S ' 

SOJSO ■ . «-«.«■ a. 

ratal GM fc dtoytelWky 

...1 to-. 72.2a 

CSF: 1 18*04. Tnasfl: 

-£JO&Sa HwRirtef: SaOer HU- ? 0 - , „ 

“Stwwajrt.’rf,! 

J0ate3-I ; 6v - ra 

. ,*!* Uencs A7BB- tote £6-^ 


£280. £L5a Df: £4460- C8G £S£ 72. Tre. 
cm- £171.60. Tttre £21.80. 

3 . 5 BC 1 . nuMSSlM* 0* H°*ww 9^: 2- 

pokiea pite 5-2: 3. telu S»<ic 33- L 8 

^ 5-4 Me Fare Hmea MM. If* 5-JP 
T Web.CLin DF: Et-VJ. CSF: 

L TteffOPS (ttss S Woyl M 

torSta»La.BielWlte(n»30D- 

30 . 12 wk- 12. 1: (Mfe R 

£1.50. *4.70. £LS0rDf: SL20- 
CSF: £5058; Tra £S3.ia wfe^oowsw, 
Cfeuer Steteerd, Quota fiAenwy. 
Ajsai. COOL SdWgR * 

awrssgKS ss 

£1.30L OF; £2-90- CSF: £6-79. 


Jackpot £536100. 

Ptaeepot £39.00. Qtapat £9^0- 
Ptace & £47.49. mod & £36X0. . 


UiDLOW 

2DO: 3, CHEF MOUSE (J FTtdeyl 4-5 to'. 
2. NgK Boat S-l; 3. Antoea 8-1. 9 iwl 
y*. a owes H Krasin. Tdbas £15t>! £U0. 
£1.40, CLIO. DF: £2.20. CSF: £4.29. 
T«s £6.20. NRs: Ruth’s Gambt. TNet. 

2 JO: J. FOWBROVE C( Aiauu) 16-1; 2. 
iterate 3-L- 3. 6«<iMi»4 Brae. 7-4 tm 
Too Sharp. 4. 13. (R Pttce). Tote: f 12.30. 
£2.70. £1.70. DF: £10,30. CSF: £53X0. Nor 
Rumer HoagiL 

3 jDQ:L ABOVE THE CUT tCUeaelpTj 15- 
8 tor. 2. (ftdret*wg U- V S. OtoartCatat 


7- 1,8 ran. 17-, 28- (CMoilock).Tate:£230: 
£1.10. £2.50. £1.50 DF: £20.70. CSF: 
£17 46. Tncasr £88.08. Tno: M9 7a Non 
RUrnsT Scftncasfa. 

3.30; 1- BUIE CKEBt (Mr N Brafeyi 9- 
2t2-LandskarWwflal2 LlMteUaE*. 
pres 9J to. IS in !£. 4. U Manont. Toto 
ISJBO: £3.50. £2.00. £1-30. DF: £3L90. 
CSR £50.29. Tno: £26.60. NR: WPtchft lad. 

4.00: 1. CRANDON BOULEVARD li CU<- 
iotyl 3-1 * fftv; 2. Sriaweri 100 30: 3. Mo- 
trie Cotooro 10- 1- 8 ran- 3-1 jt to Megs 
Memory !«W. 3, 4. OAri J Wman). Tale: 
£33J: 11.00. £130. £1.70. DF: £4.50. CSF: 
£12.57. 

4-30: 1 MR SNAGGLE (R JJvereil 4-1; 
2. Favday Flyer 11-4 lac 3. tone Mteti 


B-L 8 ran. 6. 24. (Simon Eanei. Tote: £4.40, 
£lffl). £1-30. £L3Q. Df: £4AJ CSF: 
113 80. Tno: £5.10. 

5.00: 3- MAYDAY LAUREN fS Wywe; ^ 
l; 2. SanMBe LM SC 1. 3. tojulera 16- 
1. li ran. 11-8 tav Homme ae Per. 4. M 
rA 8 bitey/. Tata; £7 60; £2.00. £5 .60. 
£3.60. Of) £32740. CSF: £222-89. NR Gat 
per Metri. Tno: £239.00 (part won. pool of 
£306.41 to Ooncsiter L3Q todayf- 
nacepeU £43.10. Quadpot £3-50. 

Ptnoe 6c £2883. Pteea 5: £22.37 


TOWCESTER 

XIOtLDBBmgllE (MrSDuradvl 33 
l; a. Hao0RgCiow 11-4; 1 Boy Bataney 

9-4 fsv. U ran. 5, lv j. id wfinn. Nnr- 


buryl. Tote: £43.9 0: £5 80. £ 160 . £L40. 
DF: £82.00. CSF: £113.58. Tno: £160.00 
ipooi of £33.81 to Doncaster L30 todayl. 

2-40: 1 . GROOVING IF? DumvcreJyi 1911 
to: 2. Sleazey 20-1: 3. Just Bruce 5-2. 4 
ran. 12, 4. U Gffcni. Fmdom. Tote; £1 70. 
DF: £9.90 CSF: £10.62. 

IK* L THE TOiSEACH U Ostwnei 11- 
4 jl to 2. Waaal Street ll-4 K to 1 : 3. Bob's 
Ploy 7-1. 6 mft. 7. 2'7.. U Fansnawe. New- 
mariieO. Tote: £3.60; £2.40. £2.50. DF: 
£5.60. CSF: £8.20. 

3.40:1. HARRISTOWN LADY (B Oflordi 
100-30; 2. Fast Tbougws U-S to 3. 
Reaper* RjyA 10 - 1. 4 ran. 15, 4. iG Eis»- 
mg, FyMtfi. TOta: £4.50; £5.20. DF. £4 OO. 
CSF. £7.71, NR; Dun'i LiflW Up. 


4.10c i. DISSOLVE (Mr L Bakal 7-1. 2. 
PotMvo 10-1:3. I* Poppteton 6-1.9 ran. 
5-2 lav Ferret!. iSdu. 1 «. l'k IN Lam cert, 
Mattarougm Tote: n.70: £2.50. £3.40, 
£1.50. PF: R2 20. CSF: £64.87. Tncast 
£402.62. too: £8380. NR: toe Boo. 

4Mk 1. STAR MTS (Mr A Ksanei 71. 
2. HNketton Lad 7-2; 3. BaBa^er 4-7 to. 
4 tan. 4, 171 . iMra R Lamport, Maiiborou&v- 
TW»; £8-30. OF: £7.00. CSF: £25.38. 

5Ja 3. STDRMYFAffTWEATKER (M A 
FtngeraKf) 2-li 2 . lard RoeUe 6-4 to-. 3- 
FasMon Maher 5-2. B ran. li'.. dist (N Hen- 
dereon. Umboumi Tate: £2.80: £L70. 
£3-30. DF: £2.60. CSF: £4.76. 

Ptocopat £589.90. Quedpot £137.70. 
Place 6 : £Ti5i08. Place & £420. JS 
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Riders to 
test new 


process 


Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


A new method of picking ihe se- 
nior Great Britain showjump- 
ing team comes iniu effect this 
year wirh )he introduction of 
four internal ional ieam irials 
from which ihe best three horse 
and rider combinations will au- 
lomaiicaliy be included in ihe 
squad. The selectors will pick 
only two of ihe fis'e squad mem- 
bers. from which four wifi be 
named for the learn. 

The new system has been de- 
vised by ihe International Af- 
fairs Committee of ihe British 
Show Jumping Association, 
which is chaired by Malcolm 
Pvt ah. It was prompted, ac- 
cording lo Pyrah. by “dissent 
among the riders, who thought 
selection was a closed shop". 

It is quite likely, of course, 
that the Olympic quartet (the 
Whitaker brothers. Nick Skel- 
ton and Geoff Billington) will 
still form ihe ieam for ihe Eu- 
ropean Championships al 
Mannheim in August. Bui 
whatever the outcome, the new 
trials - at Windsor, two of the 
Hickstcad meetings and the 
New Forest show - are bound 
to inject some welcome excite- 
ment into the home circuit. 

OTHWATlONtt TEAM SHOW JUM>MG 7RWJL- 
Royri Windsor Horn Show (14- 18 Man: Na- 
trons' Cup (HK*sted. 29 Uay - 1 Junti, Roy- 
al i HtwnaUu ari Korea Shtro iHidroesd. 10-13 
luiyi: Nn Forest and Hampshire County 
SIMM iBrocunTura. 29-31 July 


Davies ready 
to heed call 
from Lions 

Rugby Union 


Jonathan Davies, the veteran 
Wales and Cardiff stand-off 
who was not among the 62 
players named in a preliminary 
Lions squad last month, yes- 
terday confirmed his availabil- 
ity for this summer's tour of 
South Africa. 

The Lions manager. Fran 
Cotton, watched Da\ies pro- 
duce a brilliant defensive display 
against England last Saturday, 
and has mdicared the player 
could force his way into the 
final 35-man party, named on 2 
April. 

“1 am available, and I am de- 
lighted to be considered.” the 
34-vear-old said. "Hopefully. I 
did as much as I could in the one 
match, and now it is a question 
of waiting and seeing what 
happens.” 

Cotton said: ‘Jonathan is a 
candidate for the final party. We 
left him out of the original list 
because the reports we had at 
i be time were lhai he was no) 
playing too well for Cardiff. But 
Saturday’s match was a big plus 
for him. His decision-malting 
was excellent.” 

■ Japan's Jade Stamp .Miens 
trounced the defending cham- 
pions. FPD Guardl'oncc Magi- 
cians of Fiji. 36-19 yesterday to 
win (he Carlsberg internation- 
al Rugby 10s tournament in 
Hong Kong. 


Narrow lead 
for Urmanov 

Ice skating 


Alexei Urmanov edged into 
the lead after the men's short 
programme at the World Figure 
Skating Championships at Lau- 
sanne. Switzerland yesterday- 
but the Olympic champion’s 
lead was far from impregnable. 

The American defending 
champion. Todd Eldredge. and 
the Russian, Ilya Kulik. were in 
contention as the judges differed 
in their view of who was best. 
Urmanov. also Russian, was 
placed first by four judges, El- 
dredge by three and Kulik two. 

Canada's Elvis Stojko. the 
1904 and 1995 champion, was 
founh with another Russian. 
17-year-old Alexei Yagudin. fifth. 

All the leading skaters hit the 
difficult triple axel-triple toe 
loop combination so Lhe dif- 
ference came down io more 
subtle elements. The top three 
control their own fate in today's 
long programme, which is 
worih two- thirds of ihe score. 
If one of them wins it, he will 
take the title. 
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‘We still have a 
house near Lake 
Como, so that is 
one possibility, 
although I could 
also be playing in 
England or Spain, 
or just about 
anywhere. It 
depends on how I 
feel at the end of 
the season’ 


Despite speculation following Tuesday's 
news that he is leaving Bayern Munich, 
JOrgen Klinsmann tells Ian Stafford that 
his footballing future is far from settled 



Souness’ 

decision 

proves 

costly 


CUVEWHnE 


Chelsea 

Southampton 


It smacked of a gamble ai the 
last-chance saloon for Graeme 
Shyness, but h» decision to drop 
Matt Le Tissier from his starl- 
ing line-up failed to pay oft at 
Stamford Bridge last night and, 
bv the Southampton managers 
own reckoning, they now need 
to win half of their remaining 


eight games to stay up. 

Chelsea, caught between 
League ambitions and pre- 
serving themselves for thczrFA 


Cup semi-final against Wim- 
bledon. were there to be beat- 
en. Southampton, who have 
won just three of their last -1 


J urgen Klinsmann can never be ac- 
cused of being ordinary. Not on the 
pitch, and most certainly not off it 
either. He is happy, if in the mood, to 
talk at length about any' subject, and it 
does not need to be football-related. 

On the day we met at Bayern Mu- 
nich's training headquarters, the man 
who held aloft the European Champ- 
ionship trophy last summer at Wem- 
bley had just returned from a visit to 
Israel on international duty with 
Germany. Never mind the fact that 
he was clearly mulling over his even- 
tual decision to announce on Tuesday 
that he would be leaving Bayern 
Munich at the end of the season, he 
was keen to get across bis emotions 
on such a provocative occasion, 
“The players and I asked if we 
could visit the Holocaust Memorial 
in Jerusalem." he revealed within mo- 
ments of greeting me. “Even though 
we were based in Tel Aviv, our man- 
ager, Bertie Vogts, who’s very open- 
minded, agreed We have a lot of 
players in the German team right now 
who have many interests outside 
football, and we may never get sm- 
other chance to play in Israel again. 

“We wanted to get an idea of how 
things are seen in Israel." he contin- 


Gcrmany are not responsible for 
what happened 50 years ago. but we 
are responsible to make sure that it 
never happens again." 

As I said. Jurgen Klinsmann is no 
ordinary footballer. He and his Amer- 
ican wife, Debbie, are expecting then- 
first child this June and it seems ap- 
parent that when be finally hangs up 
bis boots - internationally after the 
1998 World Cup, and at club level a 
year or two later - Klinsmann will not 
be running a pub. 

“I will take a big step away from 
the game and study a couple of 
courses." he says. “I want to become 


‘My French, my 
Italian and my 
English all need to 
improve. I think I 
will study all three’ 


ues. “It was u very emotional expert 
ence for us all. we were shown the 


most horrific pictures, and it was ex- 
plained to us whar rook place. It was 
horrible to see. and I fell pretty bad 
afterwards. I grew up in Germany, and 
this happened because of my nation.” 

For a couple of hours, then, Klins- 
mann and company were not foot- 
ballers mindful of the big game 
ahead, but ordinary people paying 
their respects? "Oh, totally.” he 
replies. "Of course my generation in 


good at computers, and also improve 
my languages." Any in particular? 
“My French.” he says, before adding: 
“My Italian Loo, and I think my Eng- 
lish still needs to improve. Yes, I will 
study all three. 

“Then, after a year, 1 will discover 
whether I want to explore new inter- 
ests. or whether 1 can't live without 
football. At the moment l am in the 
centre of the game, but it would be 
good to stand back for a year and look 
at the whole business from a distance." 

It is his more immediate future dial 
has hid everyone speculating, especially 
after his latest announcement. Even 


before Tuesday's confirmation, stories 
have been appearing that Klinsmann 
wants to leave Germany, preferably re- 
turning to the Premiership where be 
made such an impact at Spurs. 

He admits his time at Bayern has 
been far from settled. “By December 
last year f had reached the end of my 
tether." he says. “Although we won 
the Uefa Cup last season, we- had also 
thrown away the championship. I was 
not happy about the way we were 
playing at all. 

“Everything was a slow build-up. 
and 1 had problems just getting hold 
of the ball. The club seemed to be 
more concerned about the business 
side than the game itself, and I didn’t 
like this aspect at all. I'm a straight- 
forward person, and I told the dub of- 
ficials what I thought. They all agreed 
with me, and then did nothing. Mean- 
while. I seemed to get the blame for 
the way we were playing from the Ger- 
man media and even from the club. 

“In the end I had enough. 1 went 
public on German television and told 
the people how I felL I said that I 
would only take so much, and then I 
would leave. I was asked if I could 
imagine playing elsewhere, and I said 
yes, because you never know what’s 
going to happen next ra football. 

“The next thing I knew the dub had 
leaked the details of my contract to 
the press. I was vety interested to read 
all about my personal details in the 
newspapers. I have a clause which al- 
lows me to leave whenever 1 like. It 
gives me my independence. I can do 
whatever I want to. After this, things 
had to improve. Fora while, they did. 
The team was playing less defenriveW, 
and I was scoring goals again, but it 
is clear 1 still do not fit in here." 


This stand has provoked a storm in 
a country not used to such resistance. 
U has even hit the German press. “I 
have a case in court at the moment 
with Bild, our big, and only tabloid 
newspaper,” Klinsmann adds. “They 
wrote something very wrong about me 
during the European Championship. 
1 told them that they can donate a few 
. thousand marks to a children's char- 
ity. or I would take them to court. 
Tnev’vc never really bad these kind 
of problems before from a footballer, 
so tve ended up taking them to 
court” He shiugs his shoulders and 
smiles. “Now they are learning a lit- 
tle more about me.” 

■ Prior to his latest announcement, 

, Blackburn were supposed, to have 
nearly signed him. Not So, according 
to the man himself. “Tve never had 
a call from Blackburn, and.IVe nev- 
er spoken to anyone from the dub ” 
he insists. Bur you were supposed to 
be seen in the town the other week, 
weren’t you? “No, I am afraid not-” 

’ The truth is that nor even Klins- 
mann knows where he will be next sea- 
son. With his freedom of contract, he 
can choose where he likes- “My future 
depended on what happened at fey- 
era," he says. “Things have not un- 
proved here sufficiently since 
December. We were top of Lhe league, 
but now find ourselves in second 
place. I've never won a league cham- 
pionship with any team I've ever 
played for, so it's very important to me. 

“I definitely won’t play for anoth- 
er German team. Bayern is the No 1 
club here, it’s the highest level you 
can reach in Germany. But I couJd 
end up playing in Italy again. 1 liked 
my time in Italy, and we still have a 
house near Lake Coma so that is one 


possibility, although 1. could also be. ' 
playing in England or_Spajhir.br just ; 
about anywhere. It. depends On how 
l feel at the end of the seasbn:”- 1 ■ 
He has no qualms about returning 
to England then, eves if be left Spins 
under a dead? “I don’t havenny prob- : 
I eras with Alan Sugar, if thafswbat 
you mean,” he says. “I imdastandwhy 
he was upset when I Jeft, btit it was 
definitely the right decision for me to 
leave. Lcould see it wpukJtake Spurs 
a few years to havea team capable of : 
winning a championship. They have 
seven or eight quality, jdayec, but that ' 
. is not enough to wm a league. A 


TBs affccsiim fort fe English game 
remains. Suggest to hmrtlrat the Pre - 
miership and the tmerilatiaiial stan- 
■dariis hdowOther European: levels 
and Klinsmann launches a staunch de- 
fence bTth&Eagiishv. 


“Maybe a couple jjf years ago the 
& DefundTSerfeA, the 


‘It would be good 
to stand back for a 
year and look at j 
the whole business 
‘ from a distance’ ; 


Premiership was _ T ___ __ 

Bandesfiga and the Spanish League, 
bur not :anymo^" 'he insists, “The -- 
Fn gtish fraye changed their meritali- 
ty.andty i nt ro duci ng aS tfregpod tor- 
eignplayers they have learned trtriddy. ■ 

- “The only peopfe who doni seem 
to' respect English the 

EogIishtheins^res.7bey bare-DOidea 
hnw high theraroputabon'isabrOad. . 
People ^mJr.lhey^re-ohfe ^coming ' 
good-now, but Germany, 

were yeryhickytipbeat them in the 


WoddC^s^m : fin^^evaiyajs^i 
Evenbactr 


championship is often decided on the ; 
tench, but they did not wanfto invest 
in more players. Now they have some 
injuries this season, and do hot have; 
the players good enough to replace the 
Hues of Teddy Sheringham, Darren 
Anderton and. Gary. MaflctoutU That is 
why they have struggled. \ 

■ “Suddenly Thad this tngoppoitu-. 
nity to play.here in Munich,; for erne 
of the biggest dnbs in the worid.1 
don’ t have too long leftm the game; 
and I want to wm a championship.' But 
I am still in constant touch whir* 
ple iike Teddy, Gary, and. even 
ry Frauds. We areafifriends.® 


'thenFag&jSdhadveryfrik- 

en ted-arid technical players.! : ".- “ 
1 : ; : “YouTproblem is-tfrat as soon as 
ybiq lose a game your corifideiKe dis- 
appears. rouare.far'tcfocrifrcal of 
‘yourselves. Er^idafeld easflyhave 
beatenltajy< tfrertrivas nodffference 
between thtttwoades at ^1L” y 
..‘.'With.ihis* Klinsmann has to. leave 


fOr trainfog! Everybody, at the dub, 
froma wa&fr to a,ixack-suited. nrid : 


' hods at Turn appreciatxvejy 'as he 
makes hEs Way out oq to the {fitch.' 
Whatevtir^finLdffEdeiii^, theclub 
rwiUbe sdriy'tofosei^ra., . >'• 

LwtshKEnsinaTm^ridfeddbr’the 
ydfiaind^bLtlfeae®Cffl^andforhis / 
;forthbomi^ frd^herhodi^fTharfcs;”: 
.Tie shouts bade. a tucedayi^ 

'-HcBifree^SstrtfePjS fbrsaxeri^od 
VnotmndiJte is go 1 

.Tngfo nestih^eriraor- 

•'4maiy.'ca jw ifi v ^ 


League games since the heady 
days of that 6-3 win over Man- 
chester United, could count 
themselves unlucky not to have 
come away with at least apoint 

The emergence of LeTissier 
from the bench after 52 minutes 
made no discernible difference 
as Southampton continued to 
press as they had throughout the 
second half to no avail. 

The timing of LeTissier’s de- 
motion could not have come at 
a worse moment for the Chan- 
nel Islander, with the announce- 
ment today of the England 
squad to face Mexico at Wem- 
bley on Saturday week. 

Fbr better or worse, the lan- 
guid one must hope that Glenn 
Hockfle has already made up his 

mind on that score, but it js hard 
to imagine Le Tester getting an- 
guished about anything. 

In his absence, there was cer- 
tainly a more businesslike look 
about Southampton, and they 
went to Chelsea from the start, 
as indeed they were obliged to 
do giving their perilous League 
position. The much-maligned 
Erode Grodas in Chelsea's goal 
needed to be quick off the mark 
to deny Matthew Oakley min- 
utes after an Eyal Berkovitch 
cut-back from die byline had 
gone begging. 

As is their way, Chelsea s for- 
ward quality managed to alle- 
viate the mounting pressure 
on a defence in which Erland 
Johnsen, standing in for the sus- 
pended Franck Leboeuf, was 
particularly ill at ease. 

Roberto Di Matteo had just 
sent one shot dipping over the 
bar when Chelsea went ahead 
after 22 minutes, courtesy of fel- 
low Italian Gianfranco Zola. 

His strike brought him level 
on 11 goals with Gmnluca VJal- 
li and Mark Hughes as be 
whipped the ball home after the 
latter had chested down a long 
clearance into his path. 

Chaim 1*4.2): QradA; Sinclair. Ctaifce. 
■ Johnsaa SuKk Pewstu Di Matteo. Wise. P 
Hu®w (taker, G9K M Hu^ws, Zola. Snbat)- 
IbIm oat mwfc Myeq, veA Mono. Co&rw£0. 
So u tha m pt o n (J^-2): laytan vaiGobfld. Wfr 
, son. Oryden, Charton (Bonai. 73); Sister. 
BwtomJj. Matfton, OaMey Qjb Tasw. 52); Qs- 
Brutal. Bans. »*»Hhrta s not unad: Mo a- 
. tison. Bashem. BsssaM (&J. 
fttOenm: S Lod^ (Bamdey) 
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Liverpool stay safety conscious 


Whenever Liverpool have ap- 
proached a match in Europe 
this season, one team seems to 
intrude on their preparations. 
They meet SK Brann of Norway 


tonight in the European Cup- 


Winners’ Cup at Airfield, but i 
memory of Brondby will be 
playing on their minds. 

On the face of it. an indus- 
trious but ordinary Brann ought 
to provide few problems for Liv- 
erpool who, after a 1-1 draw in 
the away leg in Bergen, will 
progress to the semi-finals with 
something as mundane as a 
scoreless draw. Simple, except 
the circumstances virtually mir- 
ror last season s Uefa Cup tie 
when Brondby got a late goal at 
Anlield and precipitated what 
is known on Merseyside as 
Black November. 

Liverpool's March has been 
murky enough, with a defeat at 
Aston Villa, a draw against Not- 
tingham Forest and a structur- 
al collapse against Newcastle that 
was only underpinned at the last 
moment bv Robbie Fowler. A 


Guy Hodgson 

finds memories of 
Brondby weighing 
heavily at Anfield 


Brondby-type reverse, however, 
would evoke darker thoughts of 
another tropbyicss season, not 
withstanding their second place 
in the Premiership. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool 
manager, said yesterday Lhe 
emphasis would be on attack, 
with safety an underlying pri- 
ority. Brann, after aD. will have 
to take risks in the latter stages 
if neither side has made a 
breakthrough by then. 

“It’s pointless trying to get a 
0-0 draw out of it," Evans said 
“That’s suicidal. You end up 
with a Brondby situation where 
someone gets* a late goal and 
you’re out. We have to tty and 
win the game from the start but 
be sensible about it - we can’t 
leave ourselves wide open.” 

Evans' priority is to avoid the 


“silly goals” that have dragged 
back Liverpool’s thrilling 
attacking play in recent match- 
es- “We are going to be concen- 
trating on the way our defence 
is set up, rather than on individ- 
uals,” he said. “We don’t mark 
man for man, but we’re aware 


Palmer 
heads for 
Wearside 


ALAN NIXON AND PHIL SHAW 


they have dangerous players.” 
rioustyl 


Evans is notoriously loath to 
make changes and, with Bjorn 
Tore Kvarrae ineligible, he im- 
plied yesterday his replacement 
will be the only change to his 
side. Phil Babb, Steve Harkness 
and Neil Ruddock are potential 
replacements, the latter most in- 
triguingly as one Brann player 
this week described him as un- 
fit to play professional football. 

Brann’s concerns, other than 
an angry Ruddoclc, centre 
around the striker Moos Ivor 
Mjelde. who has scored six 
goals in the competition so far 
and who instigated a comeback 
against Liverpool when he came 
on in Bergen. Then an illness re- 
duced him to substitute, tonight 
a knee injury is the worry. 


Sundedand hope to complete 
the fl5m signing of Carlton 
Palmer, the Leeds and former 
England midfielder, in time for 
him to face Nottingham Forest 
at Roker Park on Saturday. 

Ian Rush, who has scored 
only three goals for Leeds since 
moving from Liverpool, is an- 
other target for the Sunderland 
manager, Peter Reid. Evert on 
and Nottingham Forest are also 
thought to be keen on Rush. 

Another likely departure 
from Ell and Road is Tony 
Yeboah, although his agent yes- 
terday denied German reports 
that his client is poised for a re- 
turn to the Burutesliga. The 
Ghanaian international joined 
Leeds from Eintracht Frankfurt 
two years ago and has been 
linked with a retura there. 


Dalglish keen on new recruits 


Nigel Clough has returned to 
landiesierCit 


ALAN NIXON 


Kenny Dalglish yesterday ad- 
mitted that Newcastle United 
need to show a marked im- 
provement before they can win 
European trophies - but his im- 
mediate concern lies on the do- 
mestic front. To this end. he is 
sei (o make Georgia’s midfield 
schemer Temur Kclsbaia his first 
signing for Newcastle United 
this weekend. 

Dalglish is poised to lie up a 
move for the AEK Athens play- 
er, whose contract expires in the 
summer and who available at a 
cut-price £300.000. Ketsbaia is 
travelling to Tyneside to sign a 
pre-contract agreement and 
will arrive permanently in the 
summer. 


Sheffield United have been 
hying to sign Ketsbaia, but the 
player wants to move to the Pre- 
mier League and is delighted to 
be joining Newcastle. For now, 
though- he will stay with AEK 
and help them in their quest for 
the European Cup-Winners' 
Cup and the Greek title. 


Dalglish is desperate to re- 
soui ' 


cruii new players but has been 
frustrated so far. He has liillc 
money to spend and is scouring 
Europe for bargains. 

The Newcastle manager, 
whose side were outclassed by- 
Monaco in the Uefa Cup quar- 
ter-finals on Tuesday, was at the 
European Cup tie between Ju- 
ventus and Norway’s Rosenborg 
Trondheim last night looking at 
more targets for the summer. 

Dalglish gave due praise to 


Monaco after the French 
League leaders beat the Mag- 
pies 3-0 to complete a 4-0 ag- 
gregate win - but Newcastle’s 
long-term planning will take sec- 
ond place behind the short-term 
necessity of qualifying for next 
season’s European campaign. 

"We’ve got to succeed at 
home first and take it from 
there.” Dalglish, whose side 
are fourth in the Premiership, 
said. 

Newcastle have nine League 
games left - starting with Sun- 
day’s tough trip to Wimbledon. 
Dalglish expects his players to 
bounce back from their Euro- 
pean disappointment against 
Joe Kinnear's men. “They're 
professional footballers and 
they should be able to lift them- 
selves,’’ he said. 


Manchester City after a three- 
month loan spell with his for- 
mer club, Nottingham Forest 
The Republic of Ireland man- 
ager, Mick McCarthy, has 
called up a part-limerirom the 
League of Ireland dub, Shel- 
bourae, for the World Cup 
qualifier against Macedonia in 
Skopje on 2 April. Stephen 
Geoghegan, a 26-year-old ser- 
vice engineer with a Dublin mo- 
bile phone company, is the first 
player from the League to be' 
called up for a competitive 
game for his country since No- 
vember 19S5. 

“This is a great boost for my- 
self, Shelbourne and the 
League of Ireland," Geoghegan 
said. He scored both goals for 
the ^ague's representative 
side in a 2-0 victory over the 
England semi-professional side 
in Dublin earlier this month. 

Squad, Digest, page 27 
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sport 


cuniculoi Bflly ’SVright laid 
down when manager of Arsenal in- 
cluded a weekly film .shew of -foot 
"matches chose® . tb Uhtstrate 
technical .variations. and-tacticaT 
acumen. 

Whatever was shwyh ’oix the' 
at Hi^bury^th^pfayeredaii. 
oimea to see. pne example above all 
outers. The requests for a aoaL 

'CT'WPfT hlfpMnir.n'D.uU^.^ it' ° • 


crowning glory was humiliation of arrogant England 


* ^«.Mv^uas»ssiortiinmaiy 
m their 6-3 rout of England at\Sfenj- 
}*$ on 25 November 1953 were an 
“m joke at Highbury, because it 
snowed the great inside-forward 
making a fool out bf Wight before 
he fired .the ball-past Gil Merricfc- 
Wright recalled: “The boys loved 
to see that one. Seeing the boss em- 
barrassed by Puskas was all part of ' 
the scene: But even though 1 c ringe d 
every time 1 saw niysetfUmgmg in 


• the' wrong direction, it didn’t alter 
my admiration for Puskas's skflL" 

‘ of that small band, no more 

:.tnas 10 b>. mythfod, who stand out 
.?n ; history as^tnity great players, 
Juskas is fodayattendinga lpncb at 
JfemWey to celebrate his 70th birtfi- 
day and announce the publication 
of a second, autobiography. 

It recalls a misty afiemnhn that W> 
Eng^fcrai&ali in a state of shock. 
Den ciena es-bora of arrogant insu- 
.W7*rJ**re. vividly exposed as a 
great riunga rian team emplo yin g fo- . 
: novative strategy tore England mart, 
shattering utterly the belief that 
they were mtiacabfe at Wsmbfev. • 

Piwku , 


■^"WhSii remains the most famous, be- 
cause the manner of its execution" 
captured the full- flourish of 


Hungary’s skill and confidence. 

That it involved the contemptu- 
ous dismissal of Wright was stun- 
ningly significant. The Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers half-back was 
more than just England’s captain. 
Blond, sturdy, athletic, uncompro- 
tmsmg'bttf unswervingly fair, he typ- 

Engfishpr^^^raa] footballer. Tbe 
sight ’of him confused by Puskas's 
trickery underlined the extent of 
England’s humiliation. 

: They were a goal down within a 
minute.'Nandor Hidegkuti's savage 
strike after a central thrust making 
nonsense of the popular theory that 
Continental players could not shoot 
Jackie Sewell equalised for England, 
butltyfoe28ft:iniiHit£ they were toil- 
ing 4-1. The third goa] announced 
. Puskas’s impending greatness. 



KEN JONES 


England were back in strength 
when Sandor Kocsds switched play 
to Zoltan Czibor, who went past BQJ 
Eckersley before sending in a low. 
diagona l centre that reached Puskas 
wide of the near post and about six 
yards from the goal-line. Conclud- 
ing that ft would be impossible for 
Puskas to turn back on goal, Wright 


pounced. Puskas checked, dragged 
the ball back with the sole of his left 
foot and, with no more than a flick- 
er of adjustment, fired a shot over 
Merrick's left shoulder. 

From being comparatively un- 
known outside his homeland typ- 
ical Iv. the wanting signs of 
Hungary's success in the 1952 
Olympic tournament had been ig- 
nored in England - Puskas had ar- 
rived. ‘'Thai match at Wembley 
made my reputation." he said one 
night when we were looking back 
over his career. “Many things hap- 
pened afterwards, but from then on 
i was a famous footballer." 

Unfortunately for the game in 
England, too much attention was giv- 
en to Puskas's individual brilliance. 
Young professionals of the day be- 
gan immediately, the next morning 


as I recall iL to practice the ball skills 
they had seen when they should have 
been receiving an analysis of Hun- 
gary's teamwork and tactics. 

The former Chelsea and Man- 
chester United manager Dave Sex- 
ton was then playing for West Ham. 
“The Hungarians were a real eye- 
opener “ he said this week. T re- 
member going home on the 
Underground, trying to figure things 
out for myself The big thing was that 

they used Hitlegkuti, who was a mar- 
vellous all-round player, as a deep- 
lying centre-forward with Puskas and 
Kocsis as twin strikers. England had 
Harry Johnston at centre-half and 
I felt sorry for him because he 
didn’t know whether to follow 
Hidegkuti or hold his position. It 
would have helped if one of the 
wtng-balves [Wright and Jimmy 



in limbo 


4 Cricket 

DAVID UEWEUYN 

Ken Hopkins, the-Sussex chair- 
man, resigned his position then 
changed bis mind at* a stormy 
AGM at Brighton's-Grand Ho- 
tel last night 

By the end of a confused and 
heated meeting the 'dub was left 
with the skeleton ofa new com- 
mittee but amstitutfonafly con- 
fused. However, the meetingwas 
a dear victory for the deb’s new 
order, winch remains deter- 
mined to take the club into the 
future but to do so they were 
. forced to rewrite the rules. 

A special general meeting, 
called by the county's' former 
fast bowler Tony PrgQtt and his 
supporters, is sfill schedtifed 
“ for 8 April at Hove Tbwn Hail 
although whether it will now 
be held- and last nigh f s meet- 
ing clearly felt that' staging it 
would result la a waste of time 
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year’s 

sold ty foa^after^eJ^r-; 
^nsec5^^fe^tK),j0PW,:re- 
cerved290,006 appfca&c©; 


! each 

to eight tickets,' jhe total raty 
be.aropnd 2,000,600. - 


Scotland roll 
over Welsh 

Bowls •• 

Scotland finished without a los- 
ing rink furthe second successive 
day as they powered tb a 144-94 
win wer wtes in Perth yester- 
day and issued notice to the hold- 
ers.- England, -that -they- are 
, determined to wmthewomen’s 
Home International title.' 

; Tfiev opened’ up an early. 
10-5 lead after the opening 

end, increased ii tp 35rlb by the 
dose of thc'fifft endandby the. 
half-way mark had virtually 
sealed their victory as they held 
a 4S-shot advantage at 80-32. 

Evelyn McGarviti. a Perth 
club player* returned the top 
score after a 27-13 victory over 
"Betty Morgan; Jean Sykes beat 
; Gill Miles '29.-16, Annette' 

. Christie overcame AhrrDaintoB 
; 25-14. and Roberta Hutchison, 
beat the former world outdoor 
champion, Janet Addand, 24-14.-. 
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and money — is still unknown. 

But the old-guard has gone, 
or rather it nearly bas.Hopkins, 
the chairman of two weeks fot-. 
lowing the resignation ot Alan 
. Caffyn, originaJly agreed to re- 
sign along with’the other three 
members of the old guard; once 
the mood of the meeting had 
made k clear that they wonld 
tolerate nothing less. But once 
‘ the club’s legal adviser, tire so- 
licitor Mike Long, had pointed' 
. out that the constitution re- 
quired four-elected members 
.plus one officer in order, to run. 
affairs without being imconsti- 
tutiooal, there was a change of. 
heart. They had the three new- 
ly electedroeriibere- the former, 
captain Robin Mariar, Em May 
and Dick Holste - plus the 
Duke of Richmond and Gor r 
doh, who was re-elected presi- 
dent to serve as the officer, so 
the floor agreed tb let Hopldns 
remain on the committee tem- 
porarily.' ■ - 

Then confusion set in with 
the meeting agreeing to change 
the con sti tution ana reduce the 
quprum ■ to three committee 
members and. one officer. But 
once the meeting had closed af- 
ter more than two hours of heat- 
ed and at times vitriolic debate, 
it was still undear whether 
HopkmP yra? pn.ar off th<?. com-. 
nnttMl Even he was confused. 

It wasevchtuallyestablished 
that he was withholcfiog bis res- 
ignmipn in case the cammittee- 
needed to call on him but that 
be would not be sjttixig oh it 

Gveiall the n^it was a tii-.. 
umph for P^ott -who clearly 
wants to become involve in the 

day-to-day running of a chib 


Dutch destroy Britain 


Hockey 

England suffered (heir wbrst- 
ever defeat at tbe.bandspf the 
Dutch Olympic champions in 
Karachi yesterd^ when they 
were beaten 64) m their third 
game in the Golden Jubilee 
lburnamenti vnffes BSB GnME 
. More than fiolding.tbeir own 
in the opernhg exchanges, it was 
again a tale of missed oppor- 
- tunities at three earfy penalty 
comers - before the . Dutch 
opened the scoring. Once the 
Dutch h ad taken the lead in the 
27th minute through Bram Lo- 
nians at'a penalty comer, Eng- 
land were always fighting an 
uphill battle. - 

' Even so, England had a lot 
of possession in the first half 
winch ended with- goalkeeper. 
: Timmi Lewis making a brilUant 
^save frornTydfo van Weer. - 
The second half was just 
three jninntes old when the 
Dutch went further ahead when 


VHKSIONLEftP KEKT tEMME rwtOMrtWB 
Shenw bnaad3 Cwenrtft Borautfi^. 


Marten Eikelboom scooped 
the ball into the neL A minute 
later, when Bobby Crutdiley 
was blocked ty Danny Bree, 
England were awarded a penal- 
ty stroke, but Russell Garcia put 
ins shot against the upright 
This blow was followed first 
by the temporary suspension of 
Hounslow’s Guy Fordham, his 
third in successive matches, 
and then goals from Broek 
Wesr and Siephan Veen. 

- By now the Dutch were ram- 
pant and West and Veen both 
scored a second each. England 
play Australia in their final 
pool game today. ; 

EH6LAND: J Lswto (HMrvr. t Vftfflo (EbO- 
(SngtDn). A tCamoe*]. B Waugh 

tSnmhgaW. B ftanarf (GuMfanS. CfonBaan 
9«m«^BSBap»fC*nroeU,lPldcook(CBr>. 
nock), H San* (HDM.cbpO;B Qx««*to»tCan- 
noett, M Paan (Raadr0. Stttetttutas oMcb 
MOKMytraddneart,^ D KaB im 

.(Ola U m gWon fa n » ),-8 Kaad (East Bntwfi. 
NEmERIANBS; R Jsnssn; E Jaaec O Snse; S 
«ndeVM»,D Lads, S i Dekneo, 

S Vaan T nn Mur. Q W«n«. J Buna. 

mom Blanona, T 

Uctr.BWsA. 

UavBwf DPwr.lAos). RssMl Khan (P»W. 
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today- s FIXTURES 





Dickinson] had dropped hack bui 
they carried on as normal." 

Most illuminating for Sexton was 
the realisation that siraregycould be 
critical. “Of course. Hungan had 
some tremendous individuals hut the 
most impressK’e thing was the way 
their game was pm together." he 
added. “Some progressive thinkers 
were coming into our football, but 
to a large extent that Wembley ex- 
perience passed us by. We should 
have learned a lot more from it." 

After the Budapest uprising end- 
ed Hungary’s period of dominance. 
Puskas formed an alliance with the 
Argentinian virtuosi .\llrcdn Di Ste- 
fano that was central to Real 
Madrid's domination of the Euro- 
pean Cup. But is there a triumph in 
his mind to compare with Wembley? 
1 doubt it. 


. V-TH. 


wift whom he spem 18 years be- 
fore moving to Surrey a couple 
■of years ago. 

Tm very pleased with the 
outcome,” Pigott said. “It’s all 
abouf the members. Just by 
turning up in droves as they did 
tonight they showed they care 
about the fixture of Sussex. ”Pig- 
Ott would not say whether he 
would stand for election to the 
. committee, or instead apt for a 
post of chief executive or its 
v equivalent, hilt he has promised 
a deds on soon. 

: At the start of the meeting 
' none of the gang of four com- 
mittee members was prepared 
. to resign despite plenty of en- 
couragement to do so from the 
packed meeting. But once 
; Frank Horan had aroused the 
passions of the assembled num- 
bers, the outcome became in- 
. evitable. Horan had incensed 
themembers when he referred 
tb Pigott and his supporters as 
“rabble-rousers”. 

■ After some heated • ex- 
changes, Horan made a pre- 
mature and dramatic exit some 
45 minutes after the start of the 
meeting, storming off the stage 
with the words: “You’re very 
welcome to get on without me. 
Good-night to you an»” 

- An unhappy day for Sussex 
; bed begunjwith thc revelation 
that the county secretary Nigel 
Betts was pictured in the latest 
exfiXkmotlhittftNaturis}^ ft end- 
ed with the vice chairman, Alan 
V&dey, accepting the inevitable 
and undertaking on behalf of 
himself. John Barday and Hop- 
kins to step down once the busi- 
-ness of the meeting had been 
concluded. 



Nigel ManseD (far right) notes the progress of his foursomes partner, John Putt (far left), at Sunningdale yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 

Mansell still seeking the right formula 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Sunningdale 

The car leaving the Sunningdale 
Golf Qub yesterday lunchtime 
a la Nigel Mansell was indeed 
being driven by the former For- 
mula One world champion. He 
and his partner John Putt, a lo- 
cal member, were shunted out 
of the Sunningdale Foursomes 
in the second round by a cou- 
ple of canity dub pros. 

Andrew Reynolds, from Roy- 
al Cinque Rnts in Deal, and An- 
drew Hah, of Sand Martins and 
a regular of the instruction 


pages of golf magazines, suc- 
ceeded where Paul Way failed 
the day before in winning 2 and 
1. Though Mansell and Putt won 
both the holes on which they re- 
ceived shots, the steadiness of 
their opponents was decisive. 
There was rarely more ihan a 
hole in it, but ManseD leaked his 
drive into a pond on the right 
of the 15th fairway to go two 
down, and that was about that. 

As is the way with golf, 
ManseD probably learned more 
from yesterday’s defeat on the 
New Course than Tuesday's 
win on the Old. “The course was 
tougher and the wind made it 
more difficult." he said. “1 
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Halifax hire 
Pendlebury 
as new coach 


Rugby League 

John Pendlebury has taken over 
as Halifax coach with a pledge 
to bring back the cohesion and 
sense of direction of the glory 
days that be shared with the 
dub. writes Dave Hadfield. 

Pendlebury, who has left 
Wigan’s coaching staff in the 
continuing exodus from Central 
Park, spent part of his playing 
career with Halifax, appearing 
in the 1987 Challenge Cup fi- 
nal and making an unforgettable 
match-saving tackle. 

“The big pfos that was m place 
at Thrum Hall was the team- 
work.” Peixfiebury said. “Our 
coach, Chris Anderson, made 
great play of people being un- 
selfish. That attitude showed on 
the pitch and that's what I'll be 
trying to achieve here." 

Pendlebury replaces Steve 
Simms, who resigned after Hal- 
ifax* Cup defeat by Keighley last 
month. He came up on the rails 
to earn foe nod, just pipping 
Hull KR’s Steve Crooks. 

Halifax have secured 
£400,000 of foe grant aid that 
they will need to upgrade The 
Shay in order to share the 
ground with Halifax Town FC 
That still leaves the two dubs 
with a £100,000 shortfall, bui 
Halifax still hope to be installed 
in time for their Worid Oub 
Championship matches in July. 

The Halifax hooker, Paul 
Rowley, is being linked with a 

Batifscrum-half, XanSanders. 

Bath have been approached 
by Wigan, who see Sanders, af- 
ter promising performances 
against them in the two cross- 
code matches last year, as a po- 
tential replacement for Shaun 
Edwards. Wigan, who are still 
holding out for a fee from the 
London Broncos for Edwards, 
have also been in touch with 
Castleford over their transfer- 
listed half-back, Tbny Smith. 

The British referee, Stuart 
C umming s, has been appoint- 
ed to take charge of the Anzac 
Day Test between Australia 
and New Zealand in Sydney on 
25 April. 


Athletics 

Jonathan Nsenga. the Belgian huniter, 
has been suspended for three months 
after testing posithe far the stimulant. 
eohedrfne, at the world indoor cham- 
plonshiDs m Paris. 

Basketball 

NBA: Toramo 117 PtitaMcfta 105: Men* 115 
Munewa 97: Houston 9' Now Jersey 89: Nw> 
Yort 98 Vancouver 73: C*cap> 89 SearOe 87 
M: Wtehwoon 86 Onto* 85; IA G«*a 121 
Bioonh 111; ftatJand 93 Sacramento 87. 

BMards 

GOLD HAKE CHAMPtONSMP (Ma*as) Ftrat 
mend: ROiacron (Eng) HP9teehan (Eng) 4- 
1; R Fefehan (Aid H I Md* (Ml 4-0: C Sruti 
(Eng) t* A Snaroaye l(no) 4-3; U Husee* (Enel 
tx A .munfurMsto (Ml +0. Second namd; M 
Kochan (Mi ta B Btatlor (Vttf) 4-3: N ftnal (Ml 
tn 5 Agave! nnci 4-2. 

Bowls 

WOMEN'S HObE HlEfMATIOMM. INDOOR 
CHAMPIONSHIP (Perth): Scotland t* Waits 
144-94 (SroMpEtnsOEMc&sweKBUoi&n 
27-13; J Conte Ot D Dwtas 20- 1® R Hutcn» 
son M J Addend 34-14; E Wren drew wan R Mas 
19-1& A Onsuem A Dawson 25-14: JSyhaU 
G Mies 29-16. 

Boxing 

The British Board of Control have 
asked the World Booting Council to or- 
der their si«>e^mWdlei»e®rt champi- 
on. the Bolton-based Robin Reid, make 
a mandatwy defence of his title agBinst 
Henry Wharton, of Vbik. 

Football 

REVISED MM£S SQUAD (Worid Cap quMflor 
v BeWui. Cenflff Am Par*. 29 Mend* 
Sondrefl Ewrart, Croadey (NcawWiflm Foras). 
Harriott (Wrajftam): P Jooee (Srocwn:. lenfc- 
H a (HutMeiTfrsM). Pa«e (Watfbnlt. Ready 
(Queen Pam Ranorar. Sy in o ow iMancnester 
C^J. Horae ffimnpiaml, V Jam AMratXedon). 

,, -i j.,. iai ■ ■nrrlfc .i 

■ (yWROI •'w'lSStJtyii •■*•*•**' 

(O'BfttDr), c Hughes (Luton). S pa ad (Euemn). 
agga (Mancnester md). Hanson (West Harm. 
BHfce (Bolton), Lett IBtrirtn^aml. H lta*wa 
ffinetoai. Saundara (Notantfam Fdoesu. Btadu 
■era BRoMebnaofl. Roberta (WoTraW. Stand- 
by players: Brmrahtf QMdenfaM). Omni 
(Wramam). Snga (Crawi. vw »anw (M*cN. 
Law (Vtotasl. PI ifpa (Noanghem FbrosV. Tep- 
lar (SnelMd Uid). Wa lton (Souttwrarexy. 




couldn’t find my swing and foe 
cold does not help me. 

“But I want to become a bet- 
ter player and this was a good ex- 
perience. Our opponents played 
very well. You could see they 
were professionals in foe way 
they never missed a fairway de- 
spite the wind. We didn’t have 
any expectations of making the 
final - it was a bonus to get this 
far and it was a lot of fun." 

Mansell has been changing 
his swing during foe winter 
with his coach, George Will a 
former Ryder Cup player, but 
knows that, for all the time spent 
on the practise range, he needs 
to test himself under compcii- 


and N Lawrence (A1 Dra«ig Rpngu one hole; M 
Partner |M4J ftde) and GWalrertv iDuVes Drive) 
hi J Tgder (Wteptestoni end G^fctoran tQusunt 
2«to:UN Burt* (HORheml and WGrant lOwcs- 
ngon) at P Can ISumrtgbit) ana 8 hoa&n- 
ewi djndndii n 20ric R Huih u*Mj and T 
Patancn rt^amertwetfi M M Searte (Lyme (teg- 
a) and J Pounder (VeowTi 3 end 2: C Detoy and 
W Detoy (Onorrtw HR R S Rooats and C Coomo» 
(Baigoedl 2 and 3; A Goon and R S-anmersceies 
(FMlBa) bt I Roper ana T Atenowt* (CortHirp- 
umt 3 ana 2: J Roman /The Vale) and D Jones 
(Thee Iteare) ht U Kng (Sunmeiaiei and J haaiey 
(Hub 2 and 1; I Mckwey and R Command IWa- 
ley) bl L Jones (Trent (ten.) and R Hi*o Manor 
of Grc*e&i 3 and 1: S Murray icnantam (terki 
and C Laager (Hassocks I hi T Stewti (Vtomng- 
Bn) and J Lamb (West wtiai at IStn. 
aUCouna: Second magtlHerrp and MWtax 
Uohn O' GaunO H L Wahera (Cnewn) and R Fen- 
wtek (Bognor Re©at 3 and 1; M Ronars and I 
Campbell (SunnmeiBtei k j Donaldson iMac- 
desbNcn and N Bans (Pteftsu«on) S ana 4; k 
G odfrey and S Orapnan (St Lnodoci bi L F^cV 
SngandMDeal f&iMtfl 3 and 1 S Vale (Whrt- 
BnSlon! and P Smnh iKvrt*Wi U R Lew* 
(SunrmsdaJa) and A Rosenfeto <H«r^e) j end 
3: T Craft and 0 Kmg (Fnitort Heeun bi « Wattmi 
(Bruise Vaan) and D Bum see lArtneeruertout) 
2 and l: I Ree^ (Buy) end D Mackimor, [Fleet- 
■nod) R M Nevanand (Manrer^ Haavu and A 
Bod OrphocM 3 and i P Snwnwn l ABripidl and 
P Paga (EDrttonJ) MJ Crttes (Gianbenae) and M 
Gray dadyoartd o*o notes I Parker and M Thomp- 
son (FerraXmm bt C PBnwrvLems ( Man aon a l ds i 
and M Deveoa (Sunmnataku one hole: M James 
(Bansaad Dmto) and C Rodgm (Ro>ai M« Sur- 
rey) K W Santera fW.ndkrsnami and m Gates 
(imatt) 2 and 1) N Harrington and J Doherty 
dwg hi J Crooan (CRw Nmi am C Oelen rsote 
PO^S) S and 4; J Hall (Ladyberki and H 
Wadsaorth itefPGCn n l Rtcnardson (Wcnsestert 
ana P Adams (unatt) 3 ana 2: G HuW«m (Knole 
(tertJ and F MeGvWfc (Pnnce 6) 2 end 1: l Cte«n6 
(Royal Outturn and B McGovern (Headton) r D 
hutssnh and J Carter (Woodcote Park) 3 and X. 
S Wbrilm and J Jones (ErrAMdl ot S Geary and C 
Duffy (Matoanteed) 5 wn 3: R EDe ara M Nay- 
lor iRaddifte cm Trent) bt M Foramen (Md Kent) 
end N Hansen fftortn Foraandr at 190V A towri 
tScmrangJatei and T Johnstone Xml bl G Edge 
(Moseley) and T Aden (MsxsnAe Pari) wo notes. 

IMnlitaadSmtor and RleybtCnarrtey and Chart- 

ton one hote: &rihns and Fratme U Roomson and 
Duteteby 4 and 3: Reynolds and HaU m ime ano 
Jarman 5 and 4; GaCa^w and F*her « Redtord 
and Haste 3 wid 2: Kerry) and Wiera R Itooerts 


live conditions. That means 
playing in next week's medal at 
the club he owns. Woodbury 
Park, but one day it may mean 
attempting to quality for the 
Open or, in seven years’ time, 
trying the Senior Tour qualify- 
ing score. 

~It is everybody's dream to 
qualify for foe Open." Mansell, 
who needs to lower his handicap 
of 16 before he can enter, said. 
“If I could be good enough to try 
and quality, it would be a won- 
derful experience and you only 
need a couple of good days." 

Putt, a one-time profession- 
al now reinstated as an amateur, 
thinks Mansell has what it takes. 


and Campbed 2 and n vale ana Smith at God- 
frey end Chapman two holes. Palmer and waim- 
sley u Burtu? and Gram 3 and 3: Reay and 
Mactamon w Craw ana hrg at 19th. Sherman 
arrt pjg? a Porter ana Thompson 3 and 2: Jarros 
and Red^rs « ttemngton ana Doherty 4 and 3. 
UMGSHOT PROABl (San lamao, Afeanra. Par) 
Second round: 138 CGraen iGlerilMgBi 72. 
142 1 Barey axmeaite) 73 B9: M Bafetwn ivretora 
hmsdewn) 70 72: N Biwm iMUJ Henw 71 71. 
143 R ChcJmnr (BanstMd Downs) 72 71. 1*5 
G fttcrwe (LauSKineJ 70 75: W Lonffrtm iStoney 
Hrtn w. 147 FCtoh IHa»ev) 77 7tt Tmoe 258 
longmur. 271 Rtuiue: 274 Bdsfrfwn. 

Hockey 

BOLDEN JUBILEE TOURNAMENT (Karachi); 
Enffan) D hfVtewms & Sta n d to g re 1 Nwner- 
lands (TO. pts7i; 2 Gomany (2-6): 3 RthSw 12- 
2t: < England i31): S Australia £-0i. 
IWTER-SBTVtCESTtHgtNAMBri ( P or tsm o u th): 
RN 3 RAF 5; RN Veterans 1 RAF Veterans 2: RN 
Lmoer-23 2 RAF Urater-23 2: RAF women 1 Army 
Women 5. 

Ice hockey 

C37EAT 8RTTAJN SQUAD (Wortd CtBBnptoostep 
Pool B, Poland, 12-21 Aprt): Netonlndera: B 
Morrison [Gen. S Fosiar (Newcastle Cobras!. S 
lyto ICanBt Devtet. DMaraton: R Stracten tBas 
r&me fleon). M Btohpp )N congranr Fararcrsi. 
S Hope tCanMIl. DDwrdto iGen. P Won INew 
castle). P Thompson (GuvWwO Fumes'. D 
Manu ton (Rwstey Pntaesi ru iv» a r ri » . S Morels. 
I Coopor, D Mcewsn lal Csrtrttt/. K Conway. R 
Lime. P Scott. Mery Priest rail Basineaou-i. N 
Morgen. P Adcy itootr, NWjnpomi, C Garden 
iGen, N CMan. D LongxtsR T Cranston iai 
SWfhelo Stseiera). 

Ice skating 

WORLD CHAUPKMSMPS (Laossono. Swtt) 
Meate short proeotnms: 1 A Urmorov (ftesj 0 5 
racrored ptaconenis: 2 T EUedes AJS) J-Cr 3 ■ 
Kidh iTtai L5: 4 E itujwti (Cam 2.0 : 5 4 tiaffxl*' 
(Ru3l 2.5: 8 V Zagoraorw 1UW 3.0. 7 1 Hun 
0.1 Odpani 3 5: 8 M Sr.meriun ttsn 4.0. Setod 
Md 17 S Cousins iGBi 8.5. Pairs short 
prq gf ram c: lMWosatfandl SteuertGer'i 0J5 
toctorao ptac en ie n i B ; 2 MEtaova and A Buanhw 
(ft« U): 3 E Bera*na« sr« A aworuwtre (Itesi 
1.5; 4 J Meno and 7 Sand (US) 2.0 : 5 K Ina and 
J ftotgen rllS) 2.5; B O hacaVCTti and A ftrwnev 
(Rust 3.0. OK 21 1 Rogen and M Atorad 10.5. 


“He has got a wonderful head 
for foe game." he said. “He 
needs to find a swing which is 
repetitive, which it wasn’t in the 
wind today, but he is fero- 
ciously competitive. He thinks 
he can hole everythin".'' 

Mansell was still trying to do 
just that with his bunker shot at 
the short 17th. This was their 
third after Mansell had missed 
the green on foe left and seen 
Putt scuttle his chip across the 
other side. Mansell played a 
neat shot from the sand, but the 
ball rolled 10 feel past and. with 
their opponents having at least 
two for the match, the 
concession was inevitable. 


Rugby Unton 

SCOTLAND TOUR OF SOUTHERN AFRICA: 17 

June v ZrtT.OBW* iHararei: 2D June v Tronwi-n 
Ureurauseurg!: 25 Jin v Ewiem T<sos*ci Iftiv- 
Iran): 27 June v NortTiem Transvaal (Pretorj 1 : 2 
July vSOuUi Eastern Transvaal iNetsprjr .4 July 
v Eastern PnMnce iPon □irnMtft 1 . 

Sailing 

Ras Turner m Arid has taJ-en a com- 
manding te ad in tire eight-strong Clip- 
per "96 round the world race after 
winning the teg from Yokohama to 
Shan^vai. Second overall ts Mermens, 
with Taeping third. 

Mtke Golding s Group 4 is in a good 
position to control the BT Challenge iteet 
as he heads for the Kerguelen islands 
on The tourtn teg from Sidney io Cape 
Town. Second is Chris Tibbs m Concert, 
with Simon Walker third in Toshiba. 

Skiing 

BRITISH LAND INTERNATIONAL TEAM SLALOU 
CfMMPIONSMP (T10K*. ftV 1 At-nna 1 2 Great 
firtum B 'S Rcterisor'. M Rw*v. F Vjc'acC J Mix)- 
Cetj3rx.ru-. 3 G>e.v Emus' a iE Camcs-A/wr- 
GbTi. A FnsJniBi«. A BaHOr. R Giwn •. 

Sumo 

SPHMG GRAM) TOURNAMENT (Osaka. Japan I 

lla day lot IS): loctwvwiodj junw --■■■*- 0. 

Si « Mi5«j^Co i3-8r: Ofjncavw i7-4| W iw»- 
TO rS-S>: GotDTO 1 6- Si ot Jm'-iyama iS-Si. H«r<sbi>j 
14-5-S-i « Panste (5BL Deymo iKinttonn 
iB-St: TocrjVKavj r’-^i w (Mra i — r»: hokv- 
kill IS-Si bt AsirayuialiA ‘4-71; Hrtmaro if- S' 
bt rionmacuma tS-6>: Steiu>nma i6-5i n Kr 
i«KD<rt«dc*' i4-7>. ToTovaac '8-3' S' Hirv-uu- 
mi i6-5i: tenw 13-8) Ot AsanarrarD tJ-.'. 
rtotjtyu i4-7) 01 lerao (110': Cranvu iS-6' ot 
ivxnMJj CSr Kj» ilO-li 01 ALvoriwna 'i'l. 
laarwtr ifc-5. 1 nr ryahuS'iUon iS-Si; IbMesu 
C-ufli bt Musnyemo RiDtotv'jntu (S-5> f 
TaKanonama ta-3>: MriKKiWu 'lO-li o: 
AsjvTv (E-8j: Artenon? rlO-1' Ot t.wd'VKi ,6-Si: 
TahamHarui iS-2) bt ParsTu O S'. " onvo « 

Tennis 

57 PE7ERS8URS MEN’S OPEN Smffes. sec- 
ond round: A Ctemem tFr< bt 0 tett'ii 'GSi 

ltd 



SKI HOTLINE 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


sums 


TRAMSrotS: Andy Scott (fewosj) Snaffeld U)r- 
ed to Buy (tow): Ettonto Dtuoaco litwheB- 
Of} Amw 

Cbmry (peteepon Rtstawm to Ketwng (Aeel. 

Gdf 

SBNWBBME FOURSOMES: HHrC«ntoSae- 
ond round: G S nvfl) (Cartwtey Heart) ana W 
Rto Itol Ot T Eaton (Nssanl an) A ftqpa (Ojs- 
B tout) Band i 7 Duintey [u ragan ea ana 0 
Cterftan ntewami oiD H»n and R wans flanv 
bouns) Band 5: S Robnsoi and EDi^ete tH* 
ton ant Korun) tt J Earf i«eid| and 1 Qnriai 
(Ch&tfttn tterin 6 aro 4; d Gnnnns tvfcst Hons) 
pno A Frayre (Si Mafein) R 0 Uns» Wuray 
fUtl bm K Hawofi OMtfamsoedl 3 and 2; 3 
Jjffle Otoor Partd arri S Jamen WDOun) ) dtp 
Sutton tfeai OuU BM J Fcrtw iWPGET) 5 a« 
4; A Rnr<U {Itoya Onore Pars) and A Hdl (SM 
Manna) K J Pun iSunmsute) and N Manstfl 
OMnsuv PBrtU 2 ond 1) S (teaaeiar (IrEtittiam 

Psou ana ft Fdlw (NoKatteundar-ljiTO) kb 

UerOtoarA (MsretifiMt Goff Enssrprseci ana W 
hbetuom (McMBiBderi 3 and 2: 6 Retnara and 
M Hastto (Tumbeny) ot A Oartt tOtd Fold Mam} 


Latest snow and weather reports Resort Comment 
from 18 0+ resorts in Europe and 

North America. Andorra 

Phone or fax: QranRolg„ .Best Stanfe at etnruda 

PaadelaCaw Atitcalsnow 

0891 333 110 Austria 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Mayrtioto n Dediete on H*uenu> gw*r 

He ua t i ft Jiard we* hi^r tevels am 

Al-a-glance fax guide to snow ^ BAmA 

conditions at 180+ resorts world- 


wide: 

0897 500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Cali SKIFAX - the ski feds: 
0897 300 301 


SKJCODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 


lake Louise Dratam throughput 

FRANCE 

Alps tTHuwr _20cm trasti snow at dotude 

MaAet -Some fresn snow at altnLide 

ITALY 

AtadesTmo — Vafia t£ Id st* loohng good 

Pbsmo Tonate Presena glswo open 

SPAIN 

Fmigri SJtfcpysrww 

SWITZERLAND 

SwFte Gtaderv good condftflns 

St Moritz .Spnndlie condtborts 

UWIED STATES 

g-Tmrtn-* Good dong at ran levels 


Area Last Lot Upp Forecast 

open snow cm cm 

ltO% HI BO 140 Sunsnite 

100% 15Jr 80 140 Fme 

95% Ifi3 0 65 Changf»te 

759b 17 J 0 JO dianateble 

~90% ML3 55 60 SncnvWnvTi 

lOCrio 18.3 ldO 190 Sroresiwa 

80 % 1^3 90 240 Snowsterts 

95% 19.3 30 145 Ugftl sr'Cw 

200% 6J 35 330 LrtwOM 

lOCPo 18 3 60 130 Vavtlc 

95% 113 15 "llS " Cfcjr 


S5% B3 J5 300 OtiEicesi 

100% 27.2 30 100 (uscasi 


100% 15^ 50 166 ClouA 


CakCtOGTi *>WMW:088Q ’35346 
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Munich mover 

Ian Stafford talks to Jurgen 
Klinsmann, page 26 


sport 


Puskas putsch 

Ken Jones recalls Hungary’s 
demolition job; page; 2 7 | 


THURSDAYMMAKgH 1897 - j ^ J 


4' £ 


>4 


EUROPEAN CUP QUARTER-FINALS: English champions advance to face Borussia Dortmund without picking up any bookings j 

Porto snuffed out by Schmeichel 


GLENN MOORE 


Porto 0 

Manchester United 0 

Man Utd win 4-0 on aggregate 


After (he glory, (he grit. Hav- 
ing delighted their o%vn sup- 
porters with a display of 
attacking brilliance oi Old Traf- 
ford a fortnight ago. Manches- 
ter United last night frustrated 
those of Porto with one of de- 
fensive solidity. 

Having survived an early 
scare, the four-goal first-leg 
advantage was comfortably 
maintained. United thus moved 
confidently into a European 
Cup semi-final against Ger- 
many's Borussia Dortmund, 
who saw off the challenge of 
Au.verre with a Ml victory in 
France to complete an em- 
phatic 4-1 aggregate win. 

It is the first time United have 
reached the last four of Eu- 
rope's most prestigious and lu- 
crative club competition since 
19nQ when they lost oo away 
goals. lo Milan. It also was the 
first time any English club have 
reached this stage since Liver- 
pool in 1985. 

David May was United’s out- 
standing player last night, mak- 
ing one particularly crucial early 
tackle, but there were also fine 
performances from Peter 
Schmeichel, Gary Neville. Gaiy 
Pal lister and Roy Keane. 

Porto had made six changes 
from the first leg. three of them 
enforced through suspension. 
Hcnrique Hilurio. the goal- 
keeper who had been so inept 
in the 4-0 defeat at Old TraffortL 
was among those dropped - he 
was not even on the substitutes’ 
bench. United made just two 
changes: Keane and Nicky Butt 
both returned from injury, al- 
lowing Ryan Giggs and Andy 
Cole lo rest their respective 
thigh and hamstring strains. 

United were roared on by a 
near-IU-OUO bank of red-shin- 
ed supporters who occupied a 
whole end of the cavernous nat- 
ural bowl of Estadio das An Las. 
Unfortunately some 20 sup- 
porters were slightly injured, 
with three taken to hospital, out- 
side the ground before the 
match. The problems arose due 
to congestion at the turnstiles, 
exacerbated by ticketless fans 
trying to gain entrance. 

In the second minute Rui 
Jorge's cross from the left elud- 
ed Pallistcrand JardeJ brought 
a fine save from Schmeichel 
with a flying header. Two min- 



wrecks 

Auxerre 




NICHOLAS HARUNG 


Auxerre " ' . 1 0 

Bocussia Dortmund- ;.l 
6 Dortmund win '4-1 on agg 


c 


might frustrate Manchester 
United than bewildht&em with 
extravagant attacking skxBs, 
Bonissa Dortmund bstoigtese- 
cured a pfece&i^he 'European 
Cup sran-firafe figamst AJex 
Ferguson s men. next month. 

.There-wbre ■ eo6u£b jittery 
moments nr the German 
zdHmpwMBTtfcfciKie either side 
oEXars Rkfcen’s goat' On.: the 
■ hour m the quarter final Second 
* at the Ahbfc-De«J>ain»«a- 


I 


to Batgusdd tofc— _ _ 

' The~shattermg44 defeat 
suffered at Stuttgart Jast; Sat- - 
urday deariy hadanunsettiing 
. effect on iheDorinwikl defence 
and it was not.untif inidway 
through the fast half that tbey 
began to display anything like' 
theirfonffiar eorapoSare. 

A-ntrpnft jSfHggJef s shot for . 
. Auxerre was defected uncom- 
■■■ rfotta^cfcse to Stefan Kkw's 
goal and, witfra be tier: co nnec- 

— iLk 1 Dowifiwl 


tion?fidn^the Uvety Beroird 
r, Alain Coma 


Manchester United’s Nicky Butt tangles with the Porto defence during last night’s European Cup quarterfinal tie in Portugal 


Photograph: Alex Livesey/AIlsport 


utes later the goalkeeper should 
have been beaten: Ljubinko 
Drul ovic's pass to Edmilson 


sprang the offside trap and, with 
JanJel in support, the Brazilia 


i support, the Brazilian 
advanced on Schmeichel. A 
goal seemed certain but Ed- 


milson delayed his pass long 
ek and 


enough for May to get back 
block JardeJ s shut. 

These scares seemed to un- 
settle United who gave the 
ball away with great frequency- 
With both David Beckham arid 
Butt naturally drawn into the 
centre, Porto found space on the 
flanks. Such was the speed and 
quality of their passes on a 


bowling-green pitch, they also 
prospered through the centre. 
Barroso and Paulinho Santos 
shot over from distance while 
Rui Jorge did the same from 
woriyingjy closer. 

United had not even entered 
the Porto area at this point buL 
after 21 minutes. Beckham was 
fouled by Edmilson from just 
over 35 yards out. It seemed too 
far to shoot but the England 
midfielder lined himself up and 
struck the bar with a wickedly 
curving shot. 

United now came into the 
game: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
and Cantona combined to win 


a comer, then the Norwegian 
dribbled past two players and 
shot just wide. 

Porto continued to threaten, 
however, and Jardel wasted an 
excellent chance by shooting 
well wide from 10 yards after 
Rui Jorge had pul him through. 

Porto's profligacy was un- 
derlined by the half-time sta- 
tistics, which showed they had 
had one shot on target and 10 
off. United had had one of each. 

Those figures presumably- 
counted Beckham's shot against 
the bur as being on target. Two 
minutes after ifie break he went 
closer, troubling Andrzej 


Wozniak with a 25-yard drive. 
This was an isolated effort as 
Porto, now attacking their own 
fans, exerted further pressure in 
an attempt to force the break- 
through they so desperately 
craved. It nearly came after 51 
minutes when Edmilson head- 
ed over from a good position, 
then the same player brought a 
good save from Schmeichel af- 
ter bursting through two tack- 
les. 

United stood firm, with Gary 
Neville and May both making 
a couple of excellent interven- 
tions with head and boot The 
frustrated Jardel, who was 


growing more petulant by the 
minute, eventually managed a 
shot on target. It was an, ex- 
travagant attempt, a well-exe- 
cuted overhead kick, but 
Schmeichel was perfectly posi- 
tioned to collect it. 

, Beckham continued to be 
United’s main threat and Rui 
Jorgewas booked for hauling 
him back after Cantona’s chip 
had released him from the 
halfway line. With 20 minutes 
left. United introduced Paul 
Scholes and. had Keane found 
him well placed five minutes lat- 
er, he could have opened the 
scoring. 


Porto’s.. frustration was 
summed up when Edmilson 
beaded adearchancestraight 
at ScJuneacbei with five minutes 
to go. He fell to the ground in 
despair while the Porto fens, 
now leaving in their hundreds, 
threw their arms up in con- 
tempt. 

Po*ta M-3-31: Woznte*; Jo&o Puna (ZBhowc, 
37J. JonpCoGfe Joto Maul Pino, ftmando 
Montes (Mekarito. 5«; (toJrfio Satara, Bar- 
raw (tttea. 48), Jwrj; Samfcan, Jattei, 
DnJafc. S Bh rtHnta* rataml: ErSceon (go. 


Manchester United (44-21: Schmachri; G 
Norite, May, Palkster. Wn fP Nmfle. 80); 
Becttent (Pebonfcy.SO). Keene, Jahraen, Butt 
Cartnna, SOWpar iSdwtes, 70). Stfcstttutes 
net eseefc Van der Gouw (00. McCBtr. 
Referee: KNteben IDenmartO. 


Dibm&fe’s corner, 

would surety have scored. 

:■ Phflippe Violeau slipped his - 
, shot just vride as. Auxerre. ser- 
viced throughout by Franck 
SSvestre as playznaker, main- 
tained the pressure. Having re- 
sisted the best the French 
champions could offer, which 
fell some way short of an on- 
slaught, Dortmund eventually 
came forward. Stephane Cha- 
puisat. and Karlheinz Riedle 

up fronfbut it was when they 
combined that they at last 
threatened. The Swiss interna- 
tional curled over a free kick 
- which Riedle met with a down- 
ward header: 

Dortmund had long since 
appeared tosettle fora goalless 
draw when Rkken scored with 
the help of a deflection after 
Chapuisal had expertly laid 
back Josg Heinrich's low cross. 

tem 13- fa 3): ChatBoomer Gama. D«v 
jou. Was Stana; Lamoucht, vowir. Satfc 
StaB^lasteade.O«m«teftflpaii,04).Sut^ 
Btttutm out us*«t CM U50. 2cBc. rasfaout 
Denovd. 

nun — la Ooftmmt tl-3-3-1-2/-' Ktas Som- 
mer: Hteott, KoNor. itetcftcuavOTate nw . 
7^. Psute Sousa Otetrtch. 8Ti, Lanbwt Uaer. 
Rtedo, GhnMM (Zocc. I9L SUbatttulw not 
ttOwfcDeBeeruW.TWto. 

Refc»a:G BuntoWusma). f 



[ 3 va 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No .U?l. Thursday 20 March 


By Spuria s 


Wednesdays solution 
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ACROSS 
Irish vehicle driven 
through North America lu 
reach the ultimate state (7) 
A church memher. tor ex- 
ample. interrupting 
Sergeant Major's mocking 
language (7) 

Wheresome rub shoul- 
ders. etc? 1 7.S) 
Embarrassed ah«3ut home? 
It's like a new pin <5) 

Gas surprisingly clean, wt 
ultimately unreliable 19') 

12 Plant comparative^ late 
opening, fun when'cullival- 
ed inside (9) 

14 Fear daughter understood 
(5) 

15 Bits of glass ordinarily re- 
garded as recycled waste 

. 

Id College is to change, ac- 
cepting graduaiesl 4,5) 


n 


18 .Assistant has allergy, most- 
ly is unwell (9) 

21 Canyon where gunslinger's 
originally found covered in 
Wood (5 ) 

22 Elite relocating, possibly 
between Worcester and" 
Lincoln'.' 115) 

23 Biblical scholar, say. resid- 
ing in Oxford college most- 
ly 1 7) 

24 Pope wanting lamppost at 
first to be sc r in concrete 
(7) 

DOWN 

1 .About one. head gets me to 
come in - retribution? (7) 

2 First-round eliminator? 
17.8) 

3 In the morning, foolish 
artist's turned up with flow- 

era 

4 Arab woman seen in stadi- 
um 15) 


5 Tin article carried by race- 
horse - it’s sure to be beat- 
en /5,4) 

o On song for team race 15) 

7 Diversion by way of this 
passage? (9,6) 

S Dies tragically in sea off 
ltalv - foul play? 17) 

13 We'll have to stand up 
holding decoration - it's 
boring (9) 

14 Rabble-rouser expected to 
hold them in a state of ea- 
ger excitement? (9) 

15 Moderating one's speed 
will result in scorn |7> 

17 After religious education. 
English lecturer's to re- 
turn once more (2-5) 
Material used for trouser 


19 


20 


(gem's) (5) 
Bln 


uish colour - you'll see 
it in lake in France (5) 


Seaman 
ready for 
England 


Juninho has Boro jumping again 


SIMON TURNBULL 


Middlesbrough 

2 

Blackburn Rovers 

1 


David Seaman is set to be 
named today in England's squad 
for the friendly with Mexico on 
29 March at Wcmhley. having 
recovered from the injury which 
kept him out of the World Cup 
tie with Italy last month, writes 
Glenn Moore. 

Seaman resumed training 
on Tuesday and should prove 
his fitness for Arsenal against 
Liverpool on Monday night, be- 
fore joining the England squad 
at Bishara Abbey on Tuesday. 

Seaman's recovery means 
Nigel Martyn’s hopes of a re- 
turn to the England team after 
four years could be dashed. 
Martyn has been in superb 
form this year and was watched 
by Ray Cleraence. England's 
goalkeeping advisor, on Sat- 
urday. However, with David 
James in uncertain form, Mar- 
tyn could be part of the squad 
in place of Lbe Liverpool goal- 
keeper. 

Also recovered is Teddy 
Shcringham. who is likely lb 
form a striking partnership 
with Robbie Fowler although 
the England coach. Glenn 
Hoddle. will have to find a 
place for Mat! Le Tissicri/he 
is to be consistent. With Alan 
Shearer and Les Ferdinand 
both injured, there is the out- 
side prospect of a recall for 
Andy Cole, who has flour- 
ished since his return to the 
Manchester United side. An- 
other possible new face for the 
Easter Saturday friendly is 
Wimbledon's Robbie Earle. 


Middlesbrough may yet be 
able to afford the luxury of los- 
ing the fixture that has long 
loomed albatross- like on their 
horizon. If the genial Juninho 
keeps conjuring his mesmeris- 
ing brand of Brazilian magic, 
against Chelsea on Saturday 
and Nottingham Forest on 
Monday, Boro will surely have 
the comfort of another six 
home points before they face 
the Premier League appeals 
panel at Lancaster Gate next 
Wednesday. 

Docked three points for then- 


non-attendance at Blackburn in 
December, Bryan Robson’s 
team not onty turned up at the 
Riverside last night but made 
Rovers feel their presence with 
a victory that takes lifts them off 
the foot of the table. Chris 
Sutton’s 6Stb-minute header 
was not enough to overcome the 
damage done by Juninho with 
he impudent first-half finish and 
with the guile which created 
Fabrizio Ravanelli’s 26th goal of 
the season -slotted through the 
legs of Tun Flowers - on the 
hour. 

The Blackburn fans wasted 
no time in enquiring: “Where 
were you at Ewood Park V And 
the presence of the Middles- 
brough defence was question- 
able in the ninth minute, when 


Jason WQcos was granted an tm- 
opposed passage into the. box 
before squaring the ban to the 
unmarked Kevin GaUacher, 
who astonishingly rteered his 
shot wide. Hjs great-grandfather 
was doubtless turning ih his 
grave; Patsy GaUacher, the 
Celtic all-time great, once 
scored in the Scottish Cup final 
by wedging the ball between 
both feet and vaultmg into the 
net, over the prostrate defend- 
ers andgoalkeeper who barred 
his path. 

It was a mighty let-off for 
Middlesbrough, who struggled 
to make headway through the 
tiigjht appositiob ranks. Clayton 
Blackmore rattled TinrFlcweis’ 
crossbar with a long-range ef- 
fort, but it was not unt 


time approached that Boro 
even looked like loosening the 
stranglehold exercised by Col- 
in Hendry and his defence. 

First RavaneUi blazed wide 
from the edge of the area. 
Then, two minutes before the 
interval Juninho struck on the 
counter-attack, combining on 
a right-wing raid with Ra- 
vaneUi and Rid Stamp before 
clipping his scoring shot , im- 
pudent!/ over the advancing 
Flowers. .. 


Mdohtabrough (4-3.1-2): Schwyaw; Ctt. 
Parson, fissfn. Bsoinwn HWtefl, Etnetsorx 
Stamp; Jurtnto; Been, tewwfetMixw, 7S X 
SteKtRLtenoCtMIftVtofc^Ffernft&Ucf- 
dte, toMtettOu ... 

SkKddxra ftaws 1A-4-2T Romas Karra. 


Berg. Sacc StefwwA 


UWM, 80). RttWJfi, MJck; Gtetecfer, 
awn tSntBxt 54J. Sotattote* not tteMfc . 
Water, Water*. Oven <&J. 

‘ Gaflagw (Banbuty). 
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Sheringham makes late point 
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WYN GRIFFITHS 


Leicester City 
Tottenham Hotspur 


Leicester, in their last home 
match before they travel to 
Wembley for the Coca-Cola Qip 
final against Middlesbrough on 
6 April, were dose to an appro- 
priately sparkling send-off when 
Teddy Shcringham’s last-gasp 
goal snuffed out the celebrations 
at Filbert Street last night 
Sheringham, who had failed 
to score in the previous three 


matches, equalised in the 90th 
minute after Leicester appeared 
to be heading 'to victory through 
Steve Claridge’s 74-minute goaL 

Leicester managed to threat- 
en the Spurs goal onty once in 
the opening 45 minutes when 
Emile Heskey’s low drive was 
saved by Ian Whiker . 

Tottenham appeared the 
more lively and Sherin gham 
sparked the game into life in the 
21st minute. After latching on 
to a pass from Steffen I verse a, 
Sbenxtgham beat Leicester's 
stand-in keeper, Kevin Poole, 
with a left-footed drive, but his 


tod 

goal-. 


effort hit the inside of a 
bounced baric along 
line. 

Thereafter Tottenham also 
struggled to find fhiency. In a 
campaign undermined by injury, 
David Howells became the lat- 
est casualty ih the 38th minute 
. when he was taken off oh a 
stretcher after a Teg .injury, foK 
lowing' a collision with Muzzy 

IzzeL •' • ; •'••• • 

The second half beganr m 
marked contrast to the torpor 
of the opening spell, yntb 
Leicester makit^ an nnmediaie 
impression. First Steve Gnppy 


turned a Neff Lennon cross 
past a post Then dari dge was . 
narrowly _wide with a specula- 
tive long-range effort after he . 
had spotted Wtiteroff his linu 
TbUenham’s swiftly coun- 
tered. Poole twice came to his 
side’s rescue as he '.blocked a'; 
shot from- substitute Jason 
DoriJell andkept out a fierce ef- 
fect at the fair post from Iveraen: 
Again Steringhatn femnd space, 
.but directed his header from ; 
. Andy Sinton’s cross- a yard 
.wide^ .r.-- : ,V, .' ■ 
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U ta wteCHy; Pool*; Gtepan, Guppy. Pnor. . 
matt. itteCtennan.ftelar.aBacte. Manner 
(fabfeBa. .He*w (Walts. 
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T feetera Hi ^l l iay. toBteiwMt 
, 73). CaBemoafl, Campbrt, Seates, Car. Sn- 
■n.Ro*^ Man Stwnaewn. 
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IN GERMANY, IF 
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